AMBRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT

John A. DeLuca _ 600 11% Street

Chief of Police Ambridge, Pa 15003

Jdeluca@ambridgeboro.org

David Drewnowski Dispatch: (724) 266-3270

Mayor Business Office: (724) 266-5977

www.ambridgeboro.org Fax: (724) 266-0860
August 2020

Mayor and Council,

Attached you will find the monthly Visual Alert reports submitted by the Ambridge Police
Department for the month of August 2020. All privacy information has been redacted.

The Police Department is now fully trained and in compliance to carry Naloxone on duty and
administer it to subjects that are overdosed due to Opioid substances.

The Police Department is now fully trained and in compliance on the use of the in-car camera
system from Watchguard. The camera is fully functioning and operated daily.

[ am submitting Policy #21 which is Opioid Overdose Prevention to be adopted by Council.
This policy has been reviewed by Solicitor Start and the Police Bargaining Unit and is approved
by both.

I am submitting Policy #22 which is Mobile Video/Audio Recording Equipment to be adopted
by Council. This Policy has also been reviewed by Solicitor Start and the Police Bargaining Unit
and is approved by both.

The Ambridge Police Department performed several traffic details throughout the Borough and
issued 24 Traffic citations and 26 Non-Traffic citations for the month of August.

Submitted by:
Chief John A. DeLuca
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Ambridge Borough Police Department
Policy No. 21
Effective Date:

Subject: Opioid Overdose Prevention (Naloxone)

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines and regulations governing the administration
of Naloxone by trained Officers with the Ambridge Borough Police Department. The objective
is to treat and reduce injuries and fatalities due to Opioid-involved overdoses when Officers are
the first to arrive on scene of a suspected Opioid overdose.

POLICY:

The Ambridge Borough Police Department recognizes the epidemic of harm and death caused by
the misuse of Opiate based substances. With the enactment of ACT 139, of 2014, law
enforcement is now provided access to an Opioid overdose reversal medicine that will save lives
and provide an opportunity for the individual to enter substance abuse treatment. The Ambridge
Borough Police Department recognizes this as a public safety concern and has implemented a
Naloxone prevention program.

DEFINITIONS:

A. Naloxone: The intranasal medication that can be used to reverse the effects of an Opioid-
based overdose. '

B. Opioids: Includes the term Opiate as defined in the Controlled Substance Act (21 U.S.C.
801 et seq.) and refers to any of the narcotic painkilling drugs with the Opium-like
effects, both natural, and fully-or demi-synthetic. Opioids include, but are not limited to
Heroin, Morphine, Oxycodone, Methadone, Hydrocodone, and Codeine.

C. Beaver County Naloxone Manager: Beaver County Drug & Alcohol Administrator

2

PROCEDURES:

A. Each Police Officer of the Ambridge Borough Police Department shall annually complete
the Naloxone Training for Law Enforcement at www.pavtn.net.

B. Each Police Officer shall provide a copy of their certificate of the required training to the
Chief of Police each year.




C. The Naloxone will be supplied to the Ambridge Borough Police Department by the
Beaver County Naloxone Manager and will have the Act 139 of 2014 consent agreement
with Economy Ambulance.

D. Each trained and certified Police Officer shall conduct a visual inspection of the Narcan
Kit and contents at the beginning of their assigned work shift and document this
inspection on the Naloxone Inspection Log. Narcan Kits shall be stored in a protective
case and be available for duty officers to have with them during their shifts. The School
Resource Officer’s Narcan Kit shall be stored in a secured locking cabinet inside the
School Resource Officer’s office inside the Ambridge High School during his shift. Four
replacement Narcan Kits will be stored in the police squad room and all other Narcan
Kits will be stored inside the Chief of Police’s office.

1. Each kit shall be equipped with two (2) doses of Narcan Nasal Spray.

2. The kit container shall be free of damage. No liquid shall be noticeable on the
exterior of the container. All contents must be present.

3. Each kit shall be examined for being adulterated. The dosage is considered
adulterated when: The kit is beyond its shelf life of the two (2) year expiration
stamped on the vial.

4. Any damage or adulteration found with the Narcan Kit shall be documented and
reported to the officer in charge of the shift.

E. Police Officers who encounter or respond to a known or suspected Opioid overdose or
any other situation where medical attention may be needed shall handle all such

encounters in accordance with their training and applicable Departmental Policies and
Procedures to include

1. Ensure emergency medical services (EMS) and/or advanced medical
personnel have been notified /dispatched to respond to the scene.

2. Ensure the scene is safe for themselves, all other responding law
enforcement, EMS personnel, and bystanders.

3. Medically assess the victim in accordance with the American Red Cross First
Aid and CPR training protocols. IE, check the victims airway, breathing, and
circulation. If EMS and/or advanced medical personnel are not present at the
scene.

4. If the victim is unconscious, call out to them and perform a sternal rub with
your knuckles to wake them and help them regain consciousness.

5. If necessary, administer appropriate first aid, rescue breathing, and CPR.

6. After completing all of the above, if the victim remains unconscious and an
Opioid overdose is suspected based on the members observations and training
and the physical assessment of the victim, interviews of the persons present at



the scene, and evidence observed at the scene, the Police Officer shall take
the following action, provided they have access to a Narcan Kit and EMS
and/or advance medical personnel are not present at the scene.
a. Open the Narcan Nasal Spray and spray the contents of the container
into one nostril of the victim.

NOTE: Naloxone SHALL NOT be administered to a conscious victim.

b. Immediately after administering Naloxone, move the victim into the
recovery position which is on their side. NOTE: if the victim is
suspected of a head, neck, or spinal injury they shall not be moved to
the recovery position unless they begin vomiting or their airway
becomes obstructed. In such instances, the victim shall be moved to
the recovery position while keeping their head, neck, and back
stabilized in a straight line.

c. Ifthere is no reaction from the victim within two to five minutes of
administering the first dose of Naloxone, administer a second dose
by opening the Narcan Nasal Spray and spray a second dose into one
nostril of the victim.

d. Continue to monitor the victim’s condition until EMS and/or
advanced medical personnel arrive. Continue to render first aid,
rescue breathing, CPR, as necessary.

e. Upon arrival of EMS and/or advanced medical personnel, ensure
they are advised that the victim was given Naloxone and the number
of doses administered.

f. Investigate the incident by collecting any evidence at the scene,
interview witnesses, and document all findings in a report.

g. The used Narcan Kits should be properly disposed of and
documented on the log that they were used so they can be replaced
as needed.

F. When administered, Naloxone may initiate immediate withdraw symptoms such as
confusion, vomiting. Diarrhea, fever, and/or symptoms of illness. Police Officers shall
be cognizant that a victim who has been revived by Naloxone may also become agitated
and/or combative. Therefore, Police Officers shall respond to known or suspected Opioid
overdose incidents with another Police Officer and shall request assistance if they are the
first to arrive on scene of a known or suspected overdose. However, a Police Officer who
has a Narcan Kit available shall not delay administering Naloxone to the victim while
waiting for an additional Police Officer to arrive. Police Officers shall take appropriate



action to protect themselves and others in accordance with their training, State and
Federal Law, and applicable Departmental Policies and Procedures if a victim becomes
combative after being administered Naloxone.

. An incident report shall be generated for each Opioid overdose incident encountered or
requiring response from the Ambridge Borough Police Department. Police Officers who
encounter or respond to an Opioid/drug overdose shall fully prepare an appropriate
incident report and investigate the incident. Additionally, Police Officers shall submit the
ODIN, Overdose Information Network, contained through INET portal whenever
Naloxone is administered to any person or respond to an Opioid overdose incident.

Issued By:

Chief of Police



Ambridge Borough Police Department
Policy No. 22
Effective Date:

Subject: Mobile Video/Audio Recording Equipment

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this policy is to provide the Ambridge Borough Police Department with
guidelines for the use, management, storage, and retrieval of audio-visual media recorded by
Watch guard in-car video systems.

DEFINITIONS:

a. Recorded media- refers to audio-video recorded on a hard drive

b. In-Car Camera System and Mobile Video Recorder (MVR)- These are synonymous terms
and refer to any system that captures audio and video signals capable of installation in a
vehicle, and that includes at minimum, a camera, microphone, recorder, and monitor.

¢. MVR Manager- Personnel trained in the operational use of MVR’s, duplicating methods,
storage and retrieval methods, procedures, and who possess a working knowledge of video
forensics and evidentiary procedures.

d. Degaussing- Electronic cleansing of analog recording media returns the media to its
original state and when it is ready for the imprinting of new images.

POLICY:

The use of an MVR system provides persuasive documentary evidence and helps defend against
civil litigation and allegations of officer misconduct. Officers assigned the use of these devices
shall adhere to the operational objectives and protocols outlined herein to maximize the
effectiveness and utility of the MVR and the integrity of evidence and related video
documentation.

f



PROCEDURES:

A. Program Objectives:

The Ambridge Borough Police Department adopted the use of MVR to accomplish the
following objectives:
1. To enhance officer safety.
2. To accurately capture statements and events during an incident.
3. The enhance the Officer’s ability to document and review statements and actions for
both internal reporting requirements and for courtroom preparation/presentation.
4. To provide an impartial measurement for self-critique and field evaluation during
field training of a new officer training.
5. To capture visual and audio information for use in current and future investigations.

B. General Procedures
1. It shall be the responsibility of the Ambridge Borough Police Department to ensure
that audio/video recording equipment is properly installed according to the
manufacturer’s recommendations.

a. MVR equipment shall automatically activate when emergency lights are
activated, body camera is activated, or the police vehicle travels over 75 miles
per hour. The system may also be activated manually from the control panel of
the MVR.

b. Placement and operation of the system components within the vehicle shall be
based on officer safety requirements.

c. All Officers shall successfully complete the Ambridge Borough Police
Department’s approved course of instruction prior to being deployed with MVR
systems in operational settings.

C. Officer’s Responsibilities:
1. Inspection and general maintenance of MVR equipment installed in departmental

vehicles shall be the responsibility of the officer assigned to the vehicle.

a. MVR equipment shall be operated in accordance with the manufacturer’s
recommended guidelines and departmental training and policies.

b. Prior to beginning each shift, the assigned officer shall perform an inspection to
ensure that the MVR is performing in accordance with the manufacturer’s
recommendations covering the following matters:



I. Remote Audio Transmitter is Functional
a. Adequate power source
b. Synced “connected” to the recording equipment
¢. Remote activation of system via transmitter
2. Camera Lens
a. Windshield and Camera lens free of debris
b. Camera facing intended direction
3. Recording mechanism capturing both audio and video information
a. System plays back both audio and video track

2. Malfunctions:

a.

b.

Damage, or theft of in-car camera equipment shall be reported to the immediate
shift supervisor prior to placing the vehicle into service.

A written report shall include information on the suspected cause of equipment
failure, as available, and any recommendations for corrective action.

The shift supervisor shall determine if the vehicle shall be placed in service. If
the vehicle is placed in service without an operating MVR, the shift supervisor
shall write a memorandum to the Chief of Police stating why the vehicle was
placed into service with a non-operating MVR.

D. Mandatory Recordation

1.

(98]

Traffic stops to include, but not limited to traffic violations, stranded motorist
and all crime interdiction.

Priority Responses, Vehicle Pursuits, Prisoner Transports, Crimes in Progress
Pedestrian Checks, Suspicious Vehicles, All in Progress calls

Any situation or incident that the officer, through training and experience,
believes should be audibly and visually recorded.

E. Operational Protocols

L.

When officers interact with a citizen and the MVR is operational the officer
shall notify the citizen or citizens when practical that events are being audibly
and visually recorded. This notification does not apply to crimes in progress or
similar situations where notification is impractical.

Officers shall review the recordings when preparing written reports of events to
help ensure accuracy and consistency of accounts. Officers are encouraged to
narrate events using the audio recording, to provide the best documentation for
report writing and courtroom presentation.

Except for police radios, officers shall ensure that the volume from other
electronic devices within the police vehicle do not interfere with the MVR
recordings.



10.

Officers shall not erase, alter, reuse, modify or tamper with the MVR
recordings.

To prevent damage, original recordings shall not be viewed in any equipment
other than the equipment issued or authorized by the MVR Manufacturer.
At the end of all MVR recordings each recording shall be labeled with an
appropriate title.

a. Default Event (Beginning of shift test)

Priority Response

DUI

Traffic stop

Pursuit

Suspicious person/event

Use of Force

Other

@b o a0 o

MVR Recordings containing evidence shall be documented in an incident
report. The incident report then shall be submitted to the MVR Manager. MVR
Manager shall save the evidentiary media for criminal prosecution when they
record any of the following:

a. Arrests, Assaults, Physical or Verbal Confrontations
Vehicle Pursuits
Vehicle searches in which contraband is located
DUI arrests
All Prisoner Transports

°ap o

When the MVR is activated to document an event, it shall not be deactivated
until the event has been concluded in its entirety unless:
a. The incident or event is of such duration that the MVR may be deactivated
to conserve recording times
b. The officer does not reasonably believe that deactivation will result in the
loss of critical documentary evidence
c. The intention to stop the recording has been noted by the officer either
verbally or in written form.

MVR Recordings will be retained on the MVR server for 90 days and then
they will be automatically purged from the server.
MVR Recordings which are needed as evidence shall be collected as evidence
by the MVR Manager. All MVR evidence shall be retained as evidence
pursuant to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission Guidelines.



F. MVR Managers’ Responsibilities

1. MVR Manager shall be responsible for collecting all evidentiary media of the MVR

server and saving it onto a CD/Zip Drive and assigning the appropriate incident
number to the media.
The chain of custody log shall include, but not limited to:
a. Incident number of media
b. Date issued
c. Officer or Vehicle issued
d. Date submitted
Officer submitting media

o

. MVR Manager shall then place the media evidence into the temporary evidence

locker.

. When an incident arises that requires the immediate retrieval of the recorded media

(serious crime scenes, departmental shootings, departmental accidents,) a ranking
officer shall respond to the scene and ensure that the media is recovered properly.
a. The MVR Manager shall then place the media into evidence and provide
copies to authorized investigative personnel.
b. Ensure proper notation is made in the chain of custody log.

. MVR Manager shall be responsible for the ordering, issuance, retrieval, storage,

cleansing (degaussing), and duplication of all recorded media.

. The MVR Manager shall coordinate with ranking officers to ensure that adequate

supply of recorded media is always available.

. The MVR Manager shall coordinate with ranking officers and the evidence room

technician to ensure that a yearly audit of all recorded evidence is completed.

G. Ranking Officers’ Responsibilities

1.

2.

The Ranking Officer shall periodically review the chain of custody log to ensure that
issued media is surrendered in a timely manner. The Ranking Officer is responsible
for determining causes for such problems (unreported problems with the MVR
equipment not being used in accordance with departmental policy).

Ranking Officers who are informed or otherwise become aware of malfunctioning
equipment shall ensure that authorized personnel make repairs in a timely manner.

. Ranking Officers shall conduct periodic reviews of officer assigned media to

periodically:
a. Assess officer performance
b. Assure proper functioning of MVR equipment
c. Determine if MVR equipment is being used properly
d. Identify recordings that may be appropriate for training



4. Ranking Officers shall conduct bi-weekly reviews of personnel who are newly
assigned MVR equipment to ensure compliance with departmental policy.
Supervisors shall thereafter conduct quarterly reviews.

5. Minor infractions (not criminal in nature) discovered during the routine review of
recorded material should be viewed as training opportunities and not as routine
disciplinary actions.

6. Should the infractions become habitual after being formally addressed, the
appropriate disciplinary or corrective action shall be taken.

H. Media Duplication

1. Allrecording media, recorded images and audio recordings are the property of the
Ambridge Borough Police Department. Dissemination outside of the agency is
strictly prohibited without specific written authorization from the Chief of Police.

2. To prevent damage to, or alteration of, the original recorded media, it shall not be
copied, viewed, or otherwise inserted into any device not approved by the
departmental MVR Manufacturer or forensic media staff.

3. When possible and practical, a copy of the original media shall be used for viewing
by investigators, staff, training personnel, and the courts to preserve the original
media in pristine condition.

4. At the conclusion of the trial proceedings or as otherwise authorized by the
prosecutor’s office for which media was required, all copies shall be submitted to the
MVR Manager for further storage.

. Violation of Policy
1. Any officer who violates any section of this policy is subject to discipline action in
accordance with the discipline procedures of the Ambridge Borough Police
Department.

Issued by:

Chief of Police



