Minutes                                    DRAFT
-Revised-

Ambridge Borough Council Regular Meeting
Ambridge Municipal Complex
August 23, 2011 - 7:03 PM
[bookmark: _GoBack]
I. Executive Session – Personnel Matters

II. Call to Order

III. Roll Call
Present: Mr. Cafarelli, Mr. Dunn, Mr. Flannery, Mr. Mikulich, Mr. McCoy, Mayor D’Ambrosio. 
Absent:  Mrs. Miller, Mr. Pucci

IV. Invocation
Mrs. Barb Costa

V. Pledge of Allegiance

VI. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes
1. July 26, 2011

Motion made to approve by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Flannery.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5-0

VII. Treasurer’s Report - submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda Borough Treasurer 
Mr. Mikulich read the following two reports aloud as of 4pm on each of the following dates.
One from July 26, 2011 and one from August 23, 2011

 				General Fund Analysis July 26, 2011
	$1,529,008.70
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -July 26, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$13,542.08
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -July 26, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$1,515,466.62
	Available Balance as of:                              -July 26, 2011  -4:00 pm

	
	

	





	

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$181,097.08 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$215,456.18 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	 
	 

	
	   72     Checks & Misc. Debits
	$115,021.17 
	 
	 

	
	    2      Payroll (s)
	$100,435.01 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	

	              Other Fund Balances as of  July 26, 2011   4:00 pm

	$152,173.97 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$154,402.72 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$29,772.50 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,606.64 
	Recreation Fund

	$334,227.24 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$709,183.07 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


 
                                                     *****************
General Fund Analysis August 23, 2011
	$1,577,073.46
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -8/23/2011  -4:00 pm

	$57,978.92
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -8/23/2011  -4:00 pm

	$1,519,094.54
	Available Balance as of:                              -8/23/2011  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$237,258.60 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$187,642.79 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	 
	 

	
	   73     Checks & other debits
	$94,888.62 
	 
	 

	
	    2      Payroll (s)
	$92,754.17 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	


              Other Fund Balances as of  8/23/2011   4:00 pm

	$152,186.89 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$154,415.83 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$32,472.50 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,609.92 
	Recreation Fund

	$334,255.63 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$711,940.77 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)



VIII. Borough Bills and Expenses
Mr. Mikulich commented that NIRA Engineering is not included in this, and he suggested that those bills are included in these bills in order to pay NIRA, and he made the motion to that effect. Mr. Cafarelli seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5-0

IX. Presentations
Mr. McCoy read aloud the following on a plaque for Mr. John Chiaverini for his years of service as a crossing guard.

Whereas  this  day, August 23, 2011, the Borough of Ambridge Council Members, the Mayor of Ambridge, the Borough Manager, and all the Borough Employees want to extend their sincere gratitude to John “Red” Chiaverini     for all his hard work throughout the years. 
For many years he worked conscientiously as a police officer protecting our citizens and businesses from crime. He continued to serve his community once he retired from the police force as a crossing guard for the school children. 
Although everyone is sadden with this announcement of his retirement from the Crossing Guard Detail… it’s with deep appreciation, the People and Children of Ambridge, say “Thank You” to a lifelong friend who deserves a rest. The community will miss seeing his smiling face at the corner of 11th and Merchant Streets.
                    Council members thanked Mr. Chiaverini.
Mr. Kaunert made comment that there are 5K race flyers and applications on the desk - Oct 15th, if you are interested in sponsoring or running in the race. Also that both Fire and Police chiefs and himself have met with the officials from Quaker 
Valley School District. They would like to have a “meet and greet” to let the community be aware of the improvements that they have made at the Anthony Wayne School on August 25th from 6-9 PM. Feel free to attend.

There were some questions at the last Council meeting about the parking situation on 13th & 18th Streets.  He and both Chiefs looked at 13th Street and 18th Street.  We will be having a public meeting. We have reviewed this for safety reasons. It will be advertised and everyone is welcome to attend the meeting.  Also on Duss Ave. there have been cars parked on the curb and we have a prohibited parking ordinance that we are enforcing it. We would like to conduct a task force because some of the cars have been hit between 16th Street and 19th Street to review this issue. We want to hear what the residents have to say about this so watch for this public meeting as well.

X. Citizen’s Participation on/off Agenda Items (5 minutes per speaker)

David Benson – 1015 Hazel Ave.
He states he is attending the meeting because he is seeking compensation resulting from the storm on July 18th.  He is requesting the reimbursement because the creek was supposed to be maintained yearly and it has not been. He was told by Mr. Lemmon that the work will be done by August 15 and it’s the 23rd and nothings been done. No one from Ambridge has ever come onto this property to do any sort of maintenance on the creek. Mr. Kaunert commented that he and Mr. Benson spoke several times and the work was not to be completed by the 15th of August, it was to begin in the middle of August and there have been vacations in Harmony Twp. and some in Ambridge. You live in Harmony Twp. and Harmony Twp. and Ambridge are going to work jointly to repair that creek. Mr. Lemmon added that the 15th was the day that Frank Presto from Harmony Twp. was to come back from vacation and the work cannot begin until the gabion baskets were delivered. Mr. Kaunert commented that the gabion baskets get filled with rocks and then they line the creek with the baskets. Mr. Benson asked when the baskets will be in. Mr. Kaunert commented maybe by the end of the week.

Mrs. Barb Costa – 1320 Church St.
She had a question about item 6. Is Henrici Street correct? Mr. Lemmon corrected it to be Henning Street. Mrs. Costa also commented that she has put out the schedule for Ambridge 6th Annual Prayer Walk. Each year we start at a different place of worship at 6pm and walk for approx. 30 minutes and we have different themes. We do this for one week. We ask that anyone wanting to attend please do so. 






Ross McCoy – 1700 Duss Ave.
He spoke of the Hazel Ave issue. He tends to the property that the house burnt down. There is a very large tree that has been down for a quite a while and it’s across the stream and has created a damn. He took it upon himself to cut the log so that it doesn’t happen again. He did add that the Boro will need to get a back hoe in there to really clean it out good. Council President thanked him. 

Donna Piccolo – 1816 Duss Ave.
He wanted to discuss with Council the removal of the traffic signal on 19th & Duss. She understands that this started 2 years ago between Mr. Mikulich and Mr. Cravats from Penn Dot. Penn Dot wanting to do a study to have approval to remove the light. Penn Dot did the study and now you have approval to remove the light. She said that you don’t have to remove the light – Penn Dot is not insisting that you remove the light. She understands the numbers but the traffic is not as much when Armco was working. She said that her business is there and she lives there and this is a safety concern to her family, other families, her business, and other businesses. The traffic light there means more to them than to stop traffic.  Criminals can do what they want, there is no traffic light there for people to stop and look around and watch what’s going on. The first traffic light on Rte989 is 14th Street. There won’t be any traffic lights all the way to 24th Street. When the big trucks are on Duss Ave, they barely get stopped at 19th Street, she said she cannot imagine how they are going to stop going all the way thru to 24th street. She asked Council to reconsider, find the funds to pay for the electric, and keep that light on 24th Street working. There is a grant called “click it and ticket” which Representative Matzzie’s office told me about that Baden qualified for and they think that Ambridge would qualify to hire a part time police man just that would enforce traffic violations. She asked Council to reconsider. 
Chief Mann commented that he wanted her to know that they appreciate and are addressing her concerns they have given out 15 speeding citations in the last month in that area. They have applied for the ticket/click it and we should be receiving it in November. All the citations were issued in the evening hours. Mr. Kaunert commented that Penn Dot did a detailed analysis and we are abiding by their recommendations. Mr. Kaunert asked Mr. Lemmon if we are obligated to abide by Penn Dots recommendations. Mr. Lemmon states that we are not under any obligation.  Ms. Piccolo commented that she did talk to Mr. Cravats and he made it very clear that you can paint lines; however, Penn Dot will not give the Borough permission for a four way stop.  Ms. Piccolo also commented that we have a legally blind person who lives on 19th street that uses that traffic signal to get across, and she just wants Council to keep this in mind when making the decision. Mr. Kaunert states that he gave a detailed presentation a few meetings ago and he would be happy to give another presentation of the traffic signal to Ms. Piccolo at her convenience.  He asked that she call his office and make an appointment.  The Mayor commented that 

					(Continued)

he would like the Public Safety Committee to take another look at the situation. Mr. Mikulich agreed. Mr. Lemmon commented that if that corner never had a light and Penn Dot did the study, they would not allow a light there, but taking it down there is another issue. Ms. Piccolo commented that they told her that they would have never done the study if Mr. Mikulich didn’t initiate the correspondence and ask for it.  Mr. McCoy states that Mr. Mikulich did not send a letter on his own, he had Council’s approval to do so. Ms. Piccolo commented that she had a copy of the letter and Mr. Mikulich’s name was on it and that is why she commented that it was Mr. Mikulich.

No other speakers.

XI. Items for Discussion
1. Motion to approve a Handicap Parking Space @ 426 Melrose Ave.
Mr. Flannery made the motion to approve, Mr. Dunn second. 
All in Favor: Ayes 5 ~ Nays 0.
Motion Passes.

2. Motion to Authorize Advertisement for Part Time Police Officers.
Motion to approve made by Mr. Flannery, Mr. Mikulich seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5-0

3. Motion to permit the Ambridge Band to utilize the H & H Field for band practice in August and September.
Mr. Dunn made the motion, seconded by Mr. Mikulich
All in Favor: Ayes 5 ~ Nays 0.
Motion Passes.

4. Motion to approve the Fire Department to apply for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant.
Mr. Cafarelli made the motion, Mr. Mikulich seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


 Motion Passes 5-0

5. Motion to exonerate taxes for 300 and 306 Maplewood, which is used for Religious Establishment, for 2009 and suspend a decision on 308 Maplewood until a County determination is made.
Mr. Mikulich asked if these two addresses have been approved from the County. Mr. Kaunert states that it has been approved by both County and School District. Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve, Mr. Flannery seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 5-0

6. Motion to vacate Merchant Street from 16th Street to Henrici Street upon accepting the new portion of Merchant Street currently under construction.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 5-0

7. Motion to Authorize Advertisement for a Part Time Public Works Position.
Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Mikulich

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5-0






8. Motion to enact the Borough Manager to send a thank you letter to the Beaver County Commissioners thanking them for the use of County Prison workers for grass cutting vacant properties and sealing a section of Merchant Street.
Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		    Motion Passes 5-0

9. Motion to purchase a police car thru the Co-Stars Program.
Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 5-0

XII. Other Unfinished Business

· Mr. McCoy states that all of Council has a copy of the letter from Old Economy asking for the road closure. He asked for a motion. Mr. Mikulich made the motion to permit the road closure, Mr. Cafarelli seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 5-0

· Mr. McCoy states that there will only be one Council meeting per month until the end of the year, the dates are as follows:
                   		 September 27th    October 25th    November 22nd   December 13th.

· Mr. McCoy commented that this last item is for Council members only. The Town Center Associates will be presenting an educational forum at the BCTA located 200 Washington Street –Rochester. It will be pertaining to properties in disrepair and what we can do about these issues. Mr. McCoy commented that he will be attending and if any of the other Council members can find the time, he suggests that they attend. 

· Mr. Mikulich commented that we approved the fire department to go after a grant. He suggested that Council give a blanket approval that any department that needs to file for a grant be able to do so. Mr. Kaunert states that you need a motion when it’s a matching grant.  Mr. McCoy agreed that Council should be aware of when a grant is applied for and how much it will cost the Borough. Mr. Kaunert asked Chief Drewnowski to speak on the grant money. Chief Drewnowski states that this is a grant for $25,000.00 of which the Borough will be required to pay 5% of the purchases and the Fed4eral Government will give $23,750.00 towards thermal imagining equipment, CO detectors, lighting. He also commented that 3 times they have applied for FEMA grants and they received over $100,000.00 in these grants. Mr. McCoy commented that both chiefs go after every grant that they could get and it shows a real concern for the community.  He also commented on how much the Mayor helps out with, he gets money for the dog and signs – he does a great service to the community. 

· Mr. Cafarelli asked Mr. Lemmon if the catch basins have any damage done during the last few storms. Mr. Lemmon commented that they are doing fine and the capacity is fine, the ones that had problems needed cleaned out. Mr. Lemmon also commented that the storms that we recently had were part of a 100 year storm. Mr. Cafarelli commented that he was recently in Aliquippa and they had a mess over there and he doesn’t want Ambridge to be in that situation.  Mr. Cafarelli commented that he was not in the area during that last storm and people were telling him that it’s been bad around the creek on Hazel Ave. Mr. Lemmon commented that there is a tree down and torn into the banks on the property owners side and all the water coming from Walter Panek Park and down from Harmony Twp. did a lot of damage. Mr. McCoy also commented that the Pittsburgh forecasters commented that the way that rain came down, no storm sewers could have handled that much water.  

XIII. Official Reports
Motion to accept the official reports made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Dunn.
All in Favor: Ayes 5 ~ Nays 0.
Motion Passes.




XIV. Engineers Report
Mr. Lemmon states the Elm Street improvements the County Commissioners are to sign on the 19th.  He spoke to Mr. Gaudino and there was a problem with the problem with the insurance certificate wording. Hopefully we should get it started by the end of the month. 
The other project is merchant street realignment from Henrici to Henning and they’ll be working every day until its finished (or at least up to the paving) and then move to the 11th to 14th connector. 

XV. Adjournment
Motion for Adjournment made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
All in Favor: Ayes 5 ~ Nays 0.
Motion Passes.


Next Council Meeting Scheduled for September 27th 7:00 PM.
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