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Borough of Ambridge – Regular Meeting
Ambridge Municipal Complex
May 24th, 2011 
Call to order

I. Executive Session – Personnel Matters.

II. Roll Call

        Present: Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, M.J. Flannery, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and Gerald C. McCoy

       Absent:  Tina Iorfido Miller
	
Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Rich D’Ambrosio,  Borough Manager Eric Kaunert, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Fire Chief Drewnowski, Police Chief James Mann, Code Officer Ivancik.

III.  Invocation by Reverend Hamilton.

IV.   Pledge of Allegiance

V.   Presentation by Mr. Kaunert
Mr. Kaunert commented about the new signage that has been going up in Ambridge. The new signs have been going up along Merchant Street from 1st Street all the way to 12th Street. We stopped there intentionally because of the Historic District signage will be different. This is the first step in trying to identify the Historic District in Ambridge and let people know when they have entered into the Historic District. If anyone has a comment he would be happy to hear them.  

VI. Are there any changes to the Agenda
1. Motion to Hire Police Officers.
2.    Motion to Apply for Police Grant.

VII.   Citizen’s Participation on/off Agenda Items (5 minutes per speaker)

         Rev. Hamilton – 1134 Maplewood Ave.
         He commented on the Marcellus Shale pamphlet that they passed out at Nationality Days. They thought that there were 500 leases out in the County, but at their meeting they found that there are close to 2400 leases in Beaver County.  2 of the leases are supposed to start drilling in July or August of this year.  He attended a Water Authority meeting and he distributed other material from the Catholic Dioceses. Pope Paul II and Pope Benedict feel strongly about the climate issues and the Chemical issues. In Germany right now, 30% of their electric is coming windmills and 20% from Solar Power. They have a lot of cloudy days like we do. The Marcellus Shale is not the future of our country; it’s the future of oil industry.  Exxon Mobile has just purchased Atlas which is a big driller and across Pennsylvania. Chesapeake is under a threat from Maryland’s Attorney General for polluting the Susquehanna River and into the Chesapeake Bay. Article 27 of the Pa. Constitution – the Health & Welfare of the Population is the responsibility of our elected officials.  He asked at the Water Authority meeting when was the last time that they had an eye to eye meeting concerning this issue. The Borough Council appoints those people on the Water Authority and you’ll have to deal with the politics on whatever is going to happen.  Senator Vogel has a bill that states that local communities will not receive any funding out of the taxes if they put any taxes or fees on these companies.  He also commented that he likes the signs.

        Mr. McCoy commented that Michelle Dorothy from Senator Altmire’s office is in the audience this evening and that they appreciate her coming. 

        
VIII.   Treasurer’s Report- Submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda – Borough Treasurer

* Please note: All figures include dates from April 27, 2011 to May 24th, 2011*

             				  General Fund Analysis
	$1,419,107.05
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -May 24, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$6,514.26
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -May 24, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$1,412,592.79
	Available Balance as of:                              -May 24, 2011  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$719,279.91 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$366,914.64 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	 
	 

	
	   70     Checks & Misc. Debits
	$60,054.87 
	 
	 

	
	    2      Payroll (s)
	$104,511.64 
	 
	 

	
	   1       Bond Payment
	$202,348.13 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  May 24, 2011   4:00 pm

	$172,200.86 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$154,372.99 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$10,488.03 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,599.20 
	Recreation Fund

	$334,162.88 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$709,823.96 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)




IX.   Approval of Bills and Expenses
           Mr. Cafarelli questioned the Nextel Bills on page 3, he presumes they are all cell phones, why is one phone costing $428.31 for 30 days- this is extreme. Mr. Kaunert stated that he will check into it for Mr. Cafarelli. Mr. Flannery asked if that could possibly be by departments. Mr. Kaunert states that it might be. Mr. Mikulich commented that it most likely is by department. Motion to approve bills and expenses made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.



X. Approval of Minutes
1. April 26, 2011
No questions or corrections.  Motion to approve minutes made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.

XI. NEW BUSINESS
Items not previously on agenda

1.  Added to the Agenda: Hiring of Part Time Police Officers
a. Officer Lawrence Brush – motion made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Mikulich

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


            	Passed 6-0.

b. Officer John Bilak- motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


            	Passed 6-0.

c.    Officer Tim Hicky – motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


            	Passed 6-0.

       After the vote:  
· Mr. Mikulich made a remark that he wished to welcome the 3 new officers to the Borough. 
· Chief Mann commented also that we are starting to rebuild the police force and he followed it up with some qualifications of each new officer, and how each new officer will bring new ideas to our force and how each officer will be an asset.

2. Added to the Agenda: Motion to permit Borough Manager to Apply for COPS Grant
This grant is thru the Federal Government which allows the department to hire another police officer with the Federal Government paying for the first 3 years of their tenure at the Borough. On the 4th year, the Borough would have to pick up the tab, but this is offered annually and we are going to seek application provided approval from Council
Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



            	Passed 6-0.

3. Motion to Permit the Ambridge Youth Association to move the fence @ the little league field.
Mike Galvan from the Ambridge Youth Association explained what their purpose was in asking to move the fence. He continued to say that they were going to reverse the fences and making the large field into the smaller field and the smaller field into the larger field. 
Mr. Mikulich made the motion to permit the fences to be moved, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.
Motion Passes 6-0.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


		
4. Motion to initiate Borough Newsletter.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.

5. Motion to have an Open House to show Borough Operations.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.
All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.
Motion  Passes 6-0.

6. Motion to approve Resolution 2011-06: Implementing the Local Taxpayers Bill of Rights and The Rules and Regulations.
Motion to approve Resolution made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	N

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


		Passed 5-1.

7. Motion to approve the Ambridge Community Garden and Community Garden Agreement.
Motion made to approve Community Garden Agreement made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

             All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.
             Motion Passes 6-0.

8. Motion to approve request by Ambridge Youth Ignite for Summer Sports Camp usage of the Basketball Courts at H & H Sports Complex during the specified time in the correspondence.
Motion made to approve request by Ambridge Youth Ignite made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Flannery.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


		Passed 6-0.


9. Motion to approve Request by BallouSkies Charity to block off 12th Street between 2pm and 6pm on Saturday July 9th contingent to a Public Safety Review.
Motion made to approve request by BallouSkies Charity made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


		Passed 6-0.

10. Motion to approve a request by Zanafest to use Walter Panek Park for over-flow parking August 5, 6 and 7th between 10am and 12midnight. They have also requested the use of the baseball field lights, which the AYA is trying to adjust scheduling to accommodate.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich under the condition that it works out with the AYA, seconded made by Mr. Pucci.
         
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.

11. Motion to approve Request by Bridgeway Church to block off Melrose Ave between 4th & 5th Streets on Saturday August 13th between 9am and 7pm for their Annual Outreach program contingent to a Public Safety Review.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.

12. Motion to approve Handicapped Parking Request at 1619 Church St. (Approved by Public Safety).
Motion made to approve handicapped parking request made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.
      All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.
      Motion Passes 6-0.

13. Motion to purchase parking tickets from Traf-O-Teria.
Mr. Mikulich asked if we are just going to try them out because they are less expensive. Mr. Kaunert commented that yes, less expensive by $1,500.00. 
Motion made to purchase tickets made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.

14. Motion to purchase enhanced security system from Vector Security, which will result in higher safety and a lower insurance premium.
Mr. Kaunert explained that the Vector upgrade would do would be install a buzzer at the administration office, health inspector’s office and it would ring at the 911 center in case of an emergency with a patron. In addition it will allow for our front windows to be secured by a motion detector. This will lower our insurance premiums because of the enhance security. Mr. Mikulich asked about the Council Chambers. Mr. Kaunert commented that because its wireless we can have them install one here so that the President or another member of Council can call for help. 
Motion made to purchase enhanced system made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.
After the vote: Mr. McCoy commented that Mr. Kaunert is always looking for ways to improve                                      the Borough and he and the rest of Council appreciate it.

15. Motion to purchase 70 Arborvitae Trees for installation in the rear Municipal yard abutting the Ambridge Area High School.  This is a joint venture with Ambridge Area School District. 
Motion made to purchase trees made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.

After the vote: Mr. Kaunert commended our Public Works Dept. for a job well done. The Arborvitae Trees have been installed today along the fence abutting the Boro property. As Mr. McCoy mentioned it was a joint effort by the school district and the Borough working together to enhance the esthetics of both properties. Mr. Kaunert mentioned that he also wanted to thank Marilyn Sheleheda who took it upon herself to plant flowers in the boxes next to the administration entrance and the Fire Department entrance. She paid for the flowers out of her own pocket and planted them on her own time. Mr. McCoy commented that a thank you letter should go out the school administrator thanking them the assistance which they provided the auger that dug the holes which would have taken us a few weeks to complete. 









16. Motion to install a Skate Park in the rear Municipal yard.
Motion made to install Skate Park made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


		Passed 6-0.
 
After the vote: Mr. Mikulich commented that Mr. Kaunert has been working on this project for about one year, instead of the kids using the gazebo or at the bus stop. We appreciate his hard work. 


17. Motion to join the Arbor Foundation.  This will result in the acquisition of ten (10) White Dogwood Trees, which will be donated to the Ambridge Street Tree Commission for planting on Kennedy Blvd. with permission from the property owner.
Motion to permit the joining of Arbor Foundation made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.
       Mr. Flannery asked if it’s supposed to be Kennedy Drive, not Blvd. Mr. McCoy corrected it and stated it should say Kennedy Drive. Mr. Dunn asked if the Borough will be responsible for the trees. Mr. Kaunert commented that it was a good question. Mr. Mikulich states the reason we ask the residents is because some residents did not want a tree planted in front of their house. We intend to ask the resident who lives in the house where the tree is going to be planted if it’s ok. The neighborhood has changed and there are a lot of new people who live there and we are just going to give them the courtesy of saying yes or no. But those trees will belong to the Borough. Mr. Dunn just wanted to know if the Borough would be responsible for trimming them and so forth. Mr. Mikulich stated that the home owner can trim the tree if they want, but ultimately the Borough would be responsible. Mr. Cafarelli asked if the trees will be planted on the property lines between two houses. Mr. Kaunert remarked that Mr. Ross McCoy offered to plant these trees and they will be planted in the grassy area between the curb and the sidewalk. Mr. Flannery commented that they will be planted in the middle of the property. Mr. Mikulich answered that there were trees planted there previously and some of them died, we are just replacing those but with the property owners permission. Mr. McCoy commented that is what the motion is for “with property owner’s permission”. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.








18. Motion to approve appointment of Lois Guido to the HARB Board.
Motion to appoint Mr. Guido to the Harb Board made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.


XII.    Other Unfinished Business
1. Reminder – Ambridge Water Authority will begin flushing fire hydrants Monday 23rd @ 7:30am.
            2.  Mr. McCoy stated to Council members that we will be getting the COG Agenda for those who will be attending that meeting at CCBC concerning the Marcellus Shale drilling. Every Congressman from our area has been invited to attend should they choose to do so. Mr. Kaunert will have the date on that meeting and he will advise Council members. Mr. McCoy also stated that this meeting is just for elected officials, he does not believe just anyone could attend. 
            3.  Mr. McCoy commented that during the summer months when the children are not in school, the children do not eat very well. The Center of Hope will be providing locations in Ambridge to feed these children breakfast and lunch. There will be brochures in our administration reception area if you know of anyone who might benefit from this program, please let them know.
           4.  Mr. Mikulich states that Monday the 30th is Memorial Day and there is an annual Memorial Day Services at 10am after which we march down to the bridge and Mr. Pucci and I (Mr. Mikulich) toss a wreath into the river for those men and women who lost their lives at sea.  Also Congressman Altmire is having a Memorial Day picnic at the Hopewell Community Park on May 28th from 1pm to 3pm. Veterans and general public is more than welcome to attend. 
           5.   There will be a fundraiser on June 5th @ noon to benefit the Jr.ROTC program, Colonial Curtis is in charge of this, and he is the Marine who is in charge of the ROTC program. We would like our police to escort them out of town, Chief Mann agreed. 
           6.  Mr. Mikulich states that the official word from the Ambridge Volunteers Fireman is that there will not be any fireworks because of the lack of funds. We are hoping to raise enough funds to have the fireworks next year. 
           7.  Mr. Mikulich asked Mr. Kaunert to contact Old Economy and ask if we could have one of our Council meetings down there during the summer. When the state was cutting the funding to Old Economy, our Council was criticized by the state because they said we had no or very little interest in them, which is simply not true. Our Council President Mr. McCoy goes down there on a regular basis and volunteers to help out. There are other Council members also who also volunteer and who wants to make sure that because of the history of community that it stays here. 
            8.  Mr. Flannery commented that last week during the “Outstanding Service Awards” – Ambridge had two police officers that received awards for their work. He is not aware of any other department that had two officers that received these awards. One was our acting chief James Mann, and the other was Sgt Sovich.  It’s nice that the D.A.’s office recognized them.
                   








XIII. Officials Reports.
       Motion made to accept Official Reports made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Absent

	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



		Passed 6-0.

XIV.	Adjournment
         Motion made to adjourn meeting made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.
         All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.
         Motion Passes. 6-0


NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: June 28th, 2011



10

