Minutes 

Borough of Ambridge –Regular Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

February 22nd, 2011

I. Executive Session – 6 PM –Personnel Matters

II. Call to Order

   President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

III. Roll Call

Present:  Bob Dunn, M.J. Flannery, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and                                            Gerald C. McCoy
Absent:  Tony Cafarelli
Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Rich D’Ambrosio, Eric Kaunert – Borough Manager, Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Mann, Fire Chief Drewnowski, Zoning Officer Ivancik.

IV. Additions, Deletions, or Changes to the Agenda

      Mr. Kaunert wanted to add to the Agenda as Item #4 – Permission to sell the street sweeper for $2,500.00

II.  Invocation
         Retired Methodist Pastor James Hamilton.
III. Pledge of Allegiance
IV.  Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes.

1.  January 11, 2011
          Mr. Flannery made the motion to approve the minutes, Mr. Dunn seconded them.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Abstain
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 5~ 0 – 1 Abstain.
V. Treasurer Report – respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Borough Treasurer.
General Fund Analysis

	$611,833.64
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -2/22/2011  -4:00 pm

	$39,250.71
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -2/22/2011  -4:00 pm

	$572,582.93
	Available Balance as of:                              -2/22/2011  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$125,206.37 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$279,004.20 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   61     Checks
	$226,424.92 
	
	 

	
	    1      Payroll (s)
	$52,579.28 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  2/22/2011   4:00 pm

	$172,137.19 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$10,035.28 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$3,573.40 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,584.92 
	Recreation Fund

	$334,039.32 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$558,370.11 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


VI. Borough Bills and Expenses
          No corrections or additions. Mr. Mikulich made the motion to accept the bills and expenses, Mr. Dunn seconded.

VII. Citizen’s Participation All Items On/Off Agenda  (5 minutes per speaker)
            Reverend James Hamilton – 1134 Maplewood Ave. 
            He states that they showed the film again “Gas Land” at the Library, if you haven’t seen it yet, you can get it on Netflix and it’s up for Academy Award under Documentary.  He got a letter back from a company that informed him of what we have to do for testing – there are three different levels of testing – cost is about $1,100.00 - $1,200.00.  He also has a letter from Office of Representative Camille George of Clearfield area – it contains information on a power point coming from Wilkes University advising on how to get testing & that cost is about $2,200.00. The gentleman at Wilkes University suggested that all the testing be done before the drilling begins.  We are greatly concerned about this if it should hit our water supply and will have poisoned water. He states that someone told him there will be a building on the J&L property that is supposed to be cleansing the water. Their intentions are to come in here and drill.  They’re drilling in Washington County. There is a big concern about our air pollution and water pollution. I hope we stay strongly concerned about this as they try to continue to obtain rights for drilling. This is a critical issue and it’s not going away. There are a lot of leases in this county are ready not permits issued yet. We are a targeted area. Thank you for letting me speak and letting me bring this information to you. 
                                                               (Continued)

            Mr. McCoy asked Rev. Hamilton if he would post on our bulletin board in the hall the times and places that he shows the movie. Rev. Hamilton commented that first he needs to find places to show the movie, and he is grateful to the fire department for allowing him to show it in their training room. He has shown it three times in town to make it available for everyone. He suggested that if you can get onto Netflix and view it to do so. Mr. McCoy suggested that anyone in the audience that hasn’t seen the movie that they see it’s very moving.
           Mark Crano – 817 Beaver Rd.
           He asked if Council gets a more in depth reports from the treasurer or if this is the only report they get. Mr. McCoy states this is the only one Council gets but the borough manager has access to all the information. Mr. Crano states that he all so has the same program QuickBooks Pro and he is a phenomenal program and he can come up to the union hall and see what you can actually do with this program. He does information for three different Borough's & two airlines, you can track cell phones you can do payroll, their leases for the cars everything in an hour. You’re welcome to come to the Carpenters building at 650 Ridge Rd., Carpenters building Suite 200 and see what you can actually do with this program, you can save money and time.

           Maureen Nagel – 15th St

           She states she is new to the area and this is her first meeting and there are a couple of things that she would like to know. If our water is truly at risk is the Council the first line of defense who would address any risk to our water. She is concerned from what she hears that they are people that have abandoned properties to have rats running in, an there are people the grass growing that is 12 inches high, she is wondering about the protocol for finding out what’s going on and how to approach the problems. She commented that she would volunteer as much as she can to be part of the fix; she already calls police and code enforcement a lot. She asked about the police budget being cut – we have a high crime rate in town of 7,000 people – do we always only have 2 police officers on duty? She was just told that this week. Chief Mann remarked that on daylight we have 3 officers on duty and sometimes at night. Mr. Kaunert offered to go over some of the issues with her, he asked if she would call and make an appointment with the office. Ms. Nagel was interested in code enforcement – she is interested in the area that she walks in and she wondered who monitors these code enforcement people. Mr. McCoy suggested that we have several volunteer groups in Ambridge such as Clean & Beautify Ambridge and a flower group also Mrs. Verigood has a good that does flowers, Barb Costa can help you find a committee that you can volunteer with. Ms. Nagel asked if Council oversees these things. Mr. McCoy states that Council does not oversee the volunteer groups, but we do monitor the people that work for the Borough. Mr. Flannery asked Ms. Nagel calls with a complaint or an issue and it’s not taken care of by Code Enforcement, he suggests that she call the Borough Manger’s office and let us know. Mr. Kaunert concurred. 
           Ross McCoy -1700 Duss Ave.
           He asked about the demolition on the building on Glenwood. He commented that some of these demotions are being done badly. He feels that when these demolition that they should be watched, they should not be burying wood and the one on Maplewood there are bricks and cement everywhere. And he also commented that shouldn’t the sewers be capped on the demolition site on Glenwood. Mr. McCoy (Council President) commented that he is pretty sure they are going to rebuild on that property. Mr. Kaunert commented that there is a very detailed demotion permit that is required before any demolition is done in town, water and/or sewer has to be capped off and they have to fill it with earth not wood or debris from the building and it is overseen by our Code Enforcement and our Engineering Dept.  Mr. McCoy (citizen) commented on the rubble that was left where the Mosque is now and they did not do a very nice job at all and he is glad he doesn’t live on that block. Mr. McCoy (Council President) commented on the building on 19th Street when it was demolished, they took everything out of the there and then filled it. Mr. McCoy (citizen) agreed that they did a very good job on 19th & Duss Ave.

            Marlene Verigood -652 Melrose Ave.
            She asked where she could get an orange cone to keep her parking space. She said that on the 600 block of Melrose there are chairs and about 6 different cones on different parking spaces. Mayor D’Ambrosio commented that they towed 2 cars from that area this past week. Mrs. Verigood commented that the cones are still there. Mayor D’Ambrosio commented that it’s a public street and the cones don’t belong there and they can certainly pick them up. 

            No other citizen wished to speak.

VIII. New Business:

1. Motion to approve Fire Collective Bargaining Agreement.

  Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve, Mrs. Miller seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



           Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
2. Motion to approve Walter Panek Park Boy Scout/Eagle Scout Project

Mr. Kaunert explained that the Eagle Scouts will be cleaning up around the playground area, do any painting, replace nuts and bolts and fix some of the fencing. The Borough will assist in the project along with the Committee to Clean & Beautify Ambridge. Mr. McCoy states that its Mr. Kevin Kowalski is the Eagle Scout leader and his troop 498. Mr. Kaunert said the troop will be carrying out the plan set out by the Eagle Scout.
Motion to approve by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Mikulich. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



           Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
3. Motions to have the Borough Manager attend the 2011 PSAB & PELRAS Conference.

  Mrs. Miller made the motion to approve, Mrs. Pucci seconded. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



             Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
4. Motion to sell the old street sweeper for $2,500.00

Mr. McCoy noted that as many of the audience members know, we have tried to sell it in the past and even at $1,500.00 we had no takers.

Motion made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



            Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
IX. Other Unfinished Business
            Letter from Ambridge Downtown Development Council 

            Mr. McCoy read aloud the letter that was sent by the Chairman of the ADDC, Bob Nelson, commenting on how nice the town looks with the completed project of the pole painting. Mr. Kaunert states that he wanted give credit to Mr. Strano from Do it Best and Gene Pasch who donated paint for the project. 
           Mr. McCoy commented that the Borough also go a letter that thanked the Borough for putting her handicap sign back up. It’s nice to get a letter saying that we did a good job. 

            Mr. Mikulich states that Ambridge was supposed to have the Veterans Day parade this year, but because the bridge is going to be closed we aren’t going host it this year, we’ll have it next year. Also the Viet Nam Veterans of America who sponsors the parade announce that it will be in Beaver Falls on November 11th.  Mr. Mikulich continues about House bill # 2357 which was passed last year, it welcomes home the Viet Nam Veterans and the Ambridge Area Marine Corp Jr.ROTC, lead by program will be paying for a dinner to honor these veterans who served in the Viet Nam era at no charge to the veterans and 1 guest at $7.00 for a child or $10.00 for an adult. So if you know any veterans that would like to go, please let them know. 

           Mr. Kaunert states that the tentative bridge closing will begin April 4th and continue until the end of November of this year, provided everything goes well.
X.     Officials Reports.

Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve the official reports, seconded by Mr. Pucci
 All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

 Motion Passes. 

XIV.   Adjournment

                Motion to Adjourn made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Miller.
All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes. 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: March 8, 2011 – 7:00 PM
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