Minutes
Borough of Ambridge –Workshop Meeting
Ambridge Municipal Complex
June 26, 2012 – 7:00 PM
  
I. Executive Session -personnel matters.

II. Call to Order

II.     Roll Call  
    Present: Mrs. Caldarelli, Mr. Dunn, Mr. Flannery, Mr. Mikulich, Mr. McCoy, Mayor D’Ambrosio,                       Solicitor – Jim Ross, Borough Manager – Eric Kaunert, Police Chief Mann.
    Absent:  Mr. Cafarelli – absent do to work, Mr. Pucci – absent due to illness in the family.

III.     Invocation by Mrs. Barb Costa
 
IV.      Pledge of Allegiance

V.      Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes
1. March13, 2012 
No questions or corrections. Motion made to approve minutes by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Dunn.


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent

2. March 27, 2012
No questions or corrections. Motion made to approve minutes by Mrs. Caldarelli, second by Mr. Flannery.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent










VI.      Treasurer’s Report – submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Borough Treasurer. 
            Read aloud by Mr. Mikulich:

	General Fund Analysis

	
	
	
	
	

	$1,441,319.51
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -June 26, 2012  -4:00 pm

	$66,760.35
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -June 26, 2012  -4:00 pm

	$1,374,559.16
	Available Balance as of:                              -June 26, 2012  -4:00 pm

	
	
	
	
	

	Treasurer's                                General Fund Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$981551.60
	 

	
	 Transfer to New Accounts
	$695,749.99
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$ 110459.36
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   128     Checks & Misc. Debits
	$134,083.03
	
	 

	
	    3      Payroll (s)
	$180,626.34 
	
	 

	
	Transfer from Old Accounts
	$695,749.99
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  June 26, 2012   4:00 pm

	$172,218.55 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$154,388.85 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$5,500.00 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,603.17 
	Recreation Fund

	$334,197.21 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$704,907.78 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)



After the treasurer’s report was read, Mr. Flannery asked what was the transfer from old account to new. Mr. Kaunert explained the reason for the transfer from the old account to the new was because of the breach we had at the bank. All the old accounts were closed and new accounts were opened.

VII. Borough Bills and Expenses -$35,566.02
No questions or corrections the borough bills and expenses. Motion made to pay the bills by Mr. Flannery, second by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent









VIII. Presentations

1. Announcement – Ambridge Downtown Development Council- Next Meeting 7/16/12 at 11:00 AM in Room 105 of the Borough Building. 
Mr. Bob Nelson is here to explain what is transpiring with their committee. You are more than welcome at any time to attend their meetings.

2. Facade Improvement Program – Bob Nelson
How are he is doing this for the County commissioners to keep the Ambridge Council briefed on what’s happening in our town.  This committee gives grant money projects under $2000 will get $1400 if they are in the target area for storefront, there are also $20,000 grants available for improvements on a storefront. Some of the buildings that they are working on 337 merchant attorney Taylor, he is putting a new façade can Cassidy at 424 Merchant St. is going for a full grant, 517 Merchant St., the Vac Shop at 605 Merchant St. if the mini grant, Marlene Verigood is doing a mini grant, applications for Willard Lewis agency at 818 Merchant St., Ohio Valley Lines 1225 Merchant St., which will be a full grant because they’re a nonprofit group.  Polish Falcons mini grant they’ll be doing an awning, The Nello Taylor travel agency, old economy area 309 14th St. that will be a law office and it will be ongoing. 

Our group also recognizes, every quarter, a business of some sort that has had some kind of an accomplishment.  He is also impressed that the borough has been having our police department put cards on the business doors to let the people know that there is a police presence. He’s made a note that the times are always different and the badge numbers always different. He wanted to thank the borough and the chief of police for doing this.
Mr. McCoy states that Mr. Larry Ross in the back of the room would like to be involved with your group.


IX.   Citizen’s Participation on/off Agenda Items (5 minutes per speaker)
      
   Ron Gulish -  828 11th St., Ambridge
                           He wants to discuss our rat problem that is happening up at 1027 Beaver Rd. They are everywhere he killed five today into yesterday. Mr. McCoy stated that our code enforcement officer was up and notified the county and we were not aware that there was still a problem so we will get our code enforcement right back up there tomorrow.  Mr. Gulish states the situation is out of control, the rats are running everywhere they are long ones, babies, they are everywhere.  Mr. McCoy asked if he will be home tomorrow, he will have to our code enforcement contact him personally.  Mr. Gulish states he has talked to the Housing Authority many times about the garbage and they state they don’t have the money for a metal dumpster. Mr. McCoy asked Police Chief Jim Mann if this house is that triplex anything question. Chief Mann states it is and they need a metal dumpster to resolve this.  Mr. Gulish states the rats are living in the ivy on the chain-link fence. Mr. Mikulich states that the county should put a dumpster. More discussion on if the borough would put a dumpster there would the residents really use it.  Mr. McCoy states that we will do something.
	
	Patrick  Essay - 232-Kerr St. Ambridge
	He has a few questions about that same area. He has lived there for nine years and hasn’t seen a street sweeper up on the upper part of that street more in the alley. Mr. McCoy states that are street sweeper does not sweep the alley. Mr. Kaunert states they are a street sweeping signs that you can follow, as far as he knows we’ve never done the alleys. Mr. SA said what about Kerr Street. Mr. Kaunert invited him to stop in to his office tomorrow and he’ll check into it for him.

		   No one else wished to speak.


X.   Items for Discussion:

1. Motion to approve an Agreement with the Municipal Authority to install a “Welcome to Ambridge” Sign at the Municipal Authority Property on Route 65.
Mr. Mikulich made the motion, second by Mr. Dunn.
All in favor: Ayes 5, Nays 0.
Motion passes. 5-0

2. Motion to approve an Agreement with Med-All Corporation to install a “Welcome to Ambridge” Sign at 111-121 Locust Street.
Mr. Mikulich makes the motion, second by Mr. Dunn
All in favor: Ayes 5, Nays 0.
Motion passes. 5-0

Mr. Kaunert states he wanted to clarify the sign will not be on Locust Street, the welcome to Ambridge sign will be up on the hillside at the end of Locust, near Valley Rd. so as you were coming from the DL on merchant onto merchant you’ll see the sign. 

3. Motion to approve Old Economy Festivals:
i. Antique Car Show on Saturday, July 7, 2012 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, closing 13th Street to Boyleston Street on Church Street.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich second by Mr. Dunn

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent


ii. Erntefest Celebration on Saturday, September 29, 2012 to Sunday, September 30, 2012, closing 13th Street to 16th Street on Church Street.
Motion made by Mrs. Caldarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent





4. Motion to approve the Melrose Ave. Block Party in recognition of “National Night Out”, closing the Municipal Parking Lot on the 600 block of Melrose Ave. from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM on August 7, 2012.  
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Caldarelli

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent


5. Motion to approve the St. John’s Rusyn Food Festival, from August 2, 2012 to August 4, 2012, and hang a banner on the fence of H & H Park from July 15, 2012 to August 5, 2012.
Motion made by Mr. Dunn, second by Mr. Mikulich. Mr. Flannery asked if there was any protocol on who gets to hang a sign on the fence or how big the sign can be. Mr. Dunn suggested that sometimes our public works people will put them. Mr. Kaunert states that in their request letter to us it stated that the sign would not be obstructing the view of traffic.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent


6. Motion to approve a “Letter of Intent” for a Peer Review performed by the Department of Community and Economic Development of Pennsylvania for the Ambridge Police Department.
Motion made by Mr. Dunn to table this item, seconded by Mr. Mikulich. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent

			Mr. McCoy states that this item will be sent back to committee for further review.




7. Motion to authorize advertisement for the position of Part Time Police Officer.
Motion made by Mrs. Caldarelli, seconded by Mr. Flannery

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent

8. Motion to authorize advertisement for the position of Part Time Accounts Receivable Bookkeeper.
Motion made by Mrs. Caldarelli seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent

9. Motion to approve sale of the 1999 Ford Crown Victoria police car (K-9) for $425.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, second by Mrs. Caldarelli

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent

10. Motion to approve the resignation of Cindy Orlowski from the Cleaning Position.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, second by Mrs. Caldarelli

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent

Mr. Mikulich asked if we have anyone to replace Ms. Orlowski as a cleaning person. Mr. Kaunert states that for the interim it will be the Public Works Dept.  in addition, we will look for a replacement whether it is a person or a company.

11. Motion to approve parking for Zana Fest September 21st – 23rd at Walter Panek Park.
Motion made by Mrs. Caldarelli second by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent

12. Motion to approve the Ambridge Area High School Band to utilize the green space in H & H Park intermittently throughout the summer as well as paint yardage lines.
Motion by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent


XI. Committee Reports

1. Administration and Finance Committee
Mr. Mikulich reports that we have completed the Codification.
Road signs at Valley Road, Beaver Road, Municipal Authority parking lots. 
Mr. Kaunert commented that we removed the old signs on the Municipal Parking Lots because they were a danger to the public, there was no electric running to them and they were beginning to fall. We cut them down and sold the scrap. 
We’re looking into Accounts Receivable person, this sustainable study is complete, we are looking into bond refinancing also.

2.	Public Safety Committee – Chairman not present
3.    Public Works Committee – Chairman not present
4.	Parks and Recreation Committee – Mr. Dunn commented that the skate park has been completed, the old Ambridge pool area renovation is still going on, Eighth St., Park is getting new mulch and cleanup at the playground area. Panek Park and the PJ call Park we are finishing up the benches and are almost complete. Dog signs up in the parks will be put up shortly so there’re no dogs on the field. Fencing that was on the ground of the altar Panek Park has been removed. The loose bricks up at Panek Park also have been fixed. Mr. Kaunert states that some of the work was done in Panek Park was completed by that jail inmate program; the bricks was done by our own Public Works Department. They worked together and rebuilt that while it was in very very bad shape. Our Cindy Orlowski with community service people will be painting it all this Friday. We are hoping that DCNR and our grant for the football field at Panek Park will be successful.

   



XII. Other Unfinished Business  
      Mr. McCoy states that are Council and all of you good people in the audience should be very proud of our Police Department in the quick apprehension of the bank robber. Mr. McCoy asked the council to give the chief a plaque of some sort for the good work in apprehending this guy.  Chief Mann states that he didn’t have anything to do with the apprehension; he just got the confession from the guy. He is looking at 10 years in prison, and to achieve states that he’ll be retired by the time he gets out. He intends to give the officers who did apprehend him a commendation. Mr. McCoy also feels that the Council should recognize these officers he asked Chief Mann to get their names for them. Mr. McCoy states that the Mayor and the Police Chief don’t get the credit that they deserve, our town has its problems but so does every other town.

Mr. McCoy states that are Fire Chief is also an outstanding employee he is now currently applying for a FEMA Assistant Grant. Items that will be included in this grant are:
Thermal imagining devices
Carbon Monoxide detectors
Carbon Monoxide detector calibration kits
LED portable lights
Dual force automatic nozzle.
Approx. value $26,300.00 – Federal Grant is shared at 95%, which would be $24,985.00
Ambridge’s share would be $1,315.00
Mr. McCoy states that are chief is always looking for ways to save Ambridge money and tries to get things that are beneficial for them to fight fire.
	Mr. Mikulich makes the motion, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli,

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent

Mr. Mikulich asked about the police grant. Mr. Kaunert states we did not receive the grant but Aliquippa did.

Mrs. Caldarelli states that she is the representative from the Ambridge Council on the board at the Laughlin Memorial Library. On May 24 she attended the meeting and they are facing a deficit of $3,000. They are looking to do some fundraising a wine and cheese event in the fall. The landscaping is almost completed and there are some several summer programs scheduled for children and adults. And we are looking to add additional programs implemented for senior citizens.

Mr. Mikulich relates back to the police department, they received a letter from R &S and she thanked them for doing what they do by checking on the doors the business owners really appreciate this action.
Chief Mann states that you would not believe how many business stores we find open at night. Mr. Mikulich states kudos from him and keep up the good work. Mrs. Caldarelli also states that he has an excellent staff there are always courteous and polite.




XIII.  Official Reports   
                  Motion made to accept the official reports by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 5 ~ 0 – 2 Absent

XIV.  Engineer’s Report – Frank Lemmon  
1. 11th to 14th St. connector is almost complete
2. Sidewalks on Maplewood are of concern. The water authority had some problems and will replace those as soon as possible.

 Mr. McCoy had a question about the road up by the American Legion, we worked with the water authority and six Road quite well and now the utilities dug across the road and put some kind of temporary patch in. Mr. Kaunert states that it’s Columbia Gas and they will replace it. Mr. McCoy states that as long as they put it back the way it was because it looked nice. Mr. Lemmon states this is temporary.

Mr. Mikulich asked about number 3.  What kind of seeding do they put down. Mr. Lemmon states that is it put down with a spray truck, and it’s too dry right now. However, they will be completing that soon. They did seed it and it rained the next day and washed a good bit of it away that they will be reseeding it.

XV.  Adjournment
                 Mr. Mikulich makes the motion to adjourn, Mrs. Caldarelli seconded.
                 All in Favor: Ayes 5 ~ Nays 0.
                 Motion Passes 5-0.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: July 24, 2012 at 7:00 PM
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Respectfully submitted, by Eric Kaunert, Borough Manager

I hereby certify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Workshop Meeting of the Borough of Ambridge Council for    June 26, 2012       .


_______________________________________________
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