
     
Minutes 

Borough of Ambridge –Workshop Meeting 

Ambridge Municipal Complex 

July 8, 2014  

   

I. Executive Session  

Borough Manager Search.  Mr. Mikulich explained the procedure and states that a representative 

Michael Foreman from the PA.  State agency DCED will be assisting the Borough in the search, and 

it may be October before they can hire a new manager.  

 

II. Call to Order 

Mr. Mikulich called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM on July 8, 2014. 

 

II.     Roll Call   

Present Mrs. Caldarelli, Mrs. Drewnowski, Mr. McCoy, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Pucci, President Mikulich, 

Mr. Lemmon – Borough Engineer, Mr. Start – Borough Solicitor, Police Chief Mann,                                

Fire Chief Drewnowski, Recording Secretary Marilyn Sheleheda 

Absent:  Mr. Cafarelli, Mayor D’Ambrosio 

       

III.     Invocation 

Mrs. Barbara Costa 

  

IV.      Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Police Chief Mann introduced the newest hired police officer Brian Dupree.  Officer Dupree was 

hired at the last meeting.  Officer Dupree addressed the Council and gave a few details of himself.  

 

Mr. Mikulich wanted to thank the Fire Department for the firefighting efforts done at the Rook’s fire 

at 282 Fourth Street on July 2, 2014 and the efforts on the fire at the Tanning Salon 533 and 537 

Merchant St. on July 6, 2014.  Mr. Mikulich also commented on the extensive training that the men 

and women have to have in order to become fire fighters.  He commended the Ambridge Fire 

Department Firefighters have all the necessary training and thanked all the departments that came to 

the mutual aid of the call to Ambridge.  

 

V.       Citizen’s Participation on/off Agenda Items (5 minutes per speaker) 

          

       Erin Ninehouser  

       She states that her family moved to Ambridge Borough in 2012.  She is having property tax 

issues.  Her settlement company paid the former tax collector the property taxes and the checks were 

never cashed, therefore, her tax payment was never recorded.  Currently her settlement company is 

paying the past due taxes, however, now there are penalties and interest added that should not be 

here responsibility to pay, nor should it be the mortgage company’s.  She has heart of some people 

not getting their bills on time.  The Solicitor commented that the Borough is aware and embarrassed 

and apologizes for the situation.  
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Becky Villella – Henrici St. 

She states that the junk at the house on Church Street is atrocious.  She did not have the exact 

address and will call the Borough Office Wednesday with the address.  She would like to see Code 

Enforcement take care of this as soon as possible. 

 

Patti Sposaro – Glenwood Ave  

She has been a resident of Ambridge for 57 yrs. and a business owner in the Borough for 36 yrs.  

She states that the Borough is a mess.  The public works men work hard but during the winter 

months, she had to pay someone to come and remove the snow that the public works plowed onto 

her sidewalk.  This week she noticed that the public works dept. is trimming trees and there are so 

many properties that need to be cleared of high grass.  The new Dollar General keeps those carts on 

on Merchant Street and they are an eye sore and a safety hazard.  She has complained to the store 

manager several times, she has called the Borough several times.  Nothing has been done.  The 

Dollar General Store parking lot is also a mess.  Cigarette butts, papers everywhere.  She has 

complained to the general manager about their lot also and states that the manager told her they are 

not permitted to put a trash can outside.  Mrs. Drewnowski agrees that the lot is a mess and she will 

look into getting a trash can there.  Mrs. Sposaro also commented on the condition of the weeds in 

the Park ‘N Ride area, who is responsible for cleaning up there.  She also commented on the 

shopping buggies all over town.  She states that you can get arrested for stealing ice cream at the 

grocery store but take a buggy home and nothing is done.  Chief Mann commented that he spoke to 

the manager of Bottom Dollar and those shopping buggies cost them in the neighborhood of 

$200.00. Mrs. Sposaro states that no one cares about the 25 cents that you have to put into the cart, 

they don’t bring them back for the 25 cents.  Ms. Sposaro also comments that she knows nothing 

about putting out a fire, but why do you have to punch a hole in the front facade?  Fire Chief 

Drewnowski explained the reason was to get to the fire – there were no windows in front and they 

had to reach the fire – couldn’t get to it on the stairs, the flames were already too intense.  

 

Chad Whitaker – Park Rd 

He commented that he was happy to see they Borough agreed to the Open Air Market and he stated 

that the Chamber sponsors a Walk About on Thursday evenings.  Mrs. Miller also commented on the 

Open Air Market which coincides with the Farmers Market on Thursday from 4:00pm until 7:00pm.   

 

Ed Bartosh – 13
th

 St 

Talked about the fire hydrant @ 336 13
th

 St – commented every year he has to call about the weeds 

around it and that it need the curb painted for the hydrant.        

 

Kathleen Sabol – Pine St  

Commented on the island on 5
th

 and Duss Ave – needs the grass cut its getting high.  She also 

commented that Midland Boro where the Police Department has the Code duties.  She also 

commented on the shopping buggy situation around Ambridge.  She stated that there are people 

around town that put out their garbage on Monday and their garbage pick-up day is Thursday.  She 

also asked Council if they could make an ordinance so that kids couldn’t wear their pants down 

around their butt.  She stated that about a month ago there was talk about no storage on first floor 

bldgs. on Merchant Street.  And what about fire suppression systems, why can’t you make them put 

the suppression systems in.   

 

David Ninehouser –  

Spoke of the same tax issues as Erin Ninehouser – the Solicitor commented that the Borough would 

look into the matter.  
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Clinton Tidwell – 

He wanted to thank Council for tearing some the buildings down.  He also stated how nice the 911 

Center is that replaced the eyesore that was there.  He also commented on the Skate Park Ramps.  He 

states that the cement needs fixed around the ramps.  He is willing to help.  He enjoys the skate park 

as much as his kids do.  

 

 

VI.      Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 

            June 10, 2014 – Revised. 

            Mrs. Miller made the motion to accept the revised minutes – Mr. McCoy seconded. 

 

       Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

             Motion Passes. 

 

VII. Treasurer’s Report 

             No Treasurer’s Report.  

 

VIII. Approval of Bills and Expenses   
Motion to approved the bills and expenses made by Mr. McCoy and seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli 

        

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

    

IX.  New Business 

 

  Items for Discussion: 

 

1. Motion to Approve Meeting on August 12, 2014, to be changed to August 26, 2014. 

Motion made by Mrs. Drewnowski, seconded by Mrs. Miller 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

      Motion Passes. 
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2. Motion to Approve Marilyn Sheleheda to be Interim Borough Manager with full manager 

authorities until such time as a new manager is hired. 

Motion made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Drewnowski. 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

 

3. Motion to Approve Kristen Komosa A/P Secretary to be added as a Signer on the Citizens 

Bank Accounts. 

Motion made by Mr. McCoy, seconded by Mrs. Miller.  

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

 

4. Motion to Approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Ambridge Borough 

Police Department and the Ambridge Area School District. 

Motion made by Mr. McCoy, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli. 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

 Motion Passes. 

 

 

5. Motion to Approve Peer to Peer Technical Assistance regarding hiring a new Borough 

Manager-Michael Forman will be the representative assisting.  

Motion made by Mrs. Drewnowski, seconded by Mrs. Miller.  

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 
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6. Motion to Approve Advertising of a New Borough Manager. 

Motion made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli.  

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

 

7. Motion to Approve Date to Interview Applicants for Code Enforcement Officer. 

Motion made by Mrs. Caldarelli, seconded by Mrs. Drewnowski 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

 

8. Motion to Approve the Agreement regarding the Police Consolidation. 

Motion made by Mr. McCoy, seconded by Mrs. Miller 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

 

9. Motions to Approve Spending Freeze, all approvals have to be made for fifty dollars ($50.00) 

or more. 

Question was asked if it was on everything or just items not in the budget.  Mr. Mikulich 

states it’s on everything.  

Motion made by Mrs. Drewnowski, seconded by Mrs. Miller. 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

 Motion Passes. 
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10. Motion to Approve of placing an ad in the First Missionary Baptist Souvenir Journal, dead 

line is July 18, 2014. 

Motion made by Mr. McCoy, seconded by Mr. Pucci. 

 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

 

11. Motion to Approve Promotional signage for Rusyn Food Festival. 

Motion made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli. 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

 

12. Motion to Approve New Hope Community Church closing of Beaver Road from the 

driveway on the side of the church to the corner of Sixth Street.  

Motion made by Mrs. Caldarelli, seconded by Mrs. Drewnowski.  

All in Favor:  Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0 ~ 1 Absent. 

   Motion Passes. 

 

13. Motion to Approve of Refunding Crivelli Enterprises Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the 

appeal fee due to they are not moving forward. 

Motion made by Mrs. Drewnowski, seconded by Mrs. Miller. 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli N   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 
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14. Motion to Approve of refunding Kenneth O. Miller Three Hundred Fifteen and 52/100 

Dollars ($315.52) for a Building permit that was never used and returned to the Borough. 

Motion made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Pucci 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli N   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

15. Motion to Approve of Hiring of a Part time Police Officer Adam Greco.  

Motion made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Drewnowski 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

 

16. Motion to Approve Ambridge Chamber of Commerce sponsored Open Air Market to 

Coincide with Farmers Market from May until November at 8
th

 St. Park. 

Motion made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Drewnowski. 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

17. Motion to Approve Street Sweeping of the Ambridge Aliquippa Bridge. 

Mr. McCoy noted that Ambridge swept the bridge for the past few years without charging 

Beaver County because the County helped us with the cost of paving 14
th

 Street in 2011.  

Mr. Mikulich stated that it will continue at no charge for 2014 and the County will be 

charged a small fee in 2015.  

Motion made by Mr. McCoy and seconded by Mr. Pucci. 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

 Motion Passes. 
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18. Motion to Approve the Beaver County Regional Council of Governments Winter Road 

Materials 2014-2015 Anticipated Requirements of 800 Tons 

Motion made by Mrs. Drewnowski, seconded by Mrs. Miller. 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

 

19. Motion to Add Harvey’s Auto Body Invoice ($3925.37) to the July’s Expenses for payment, 

Vehicle will be ready Wednesday to return to the Borough.  We were reimbursed by 

insurance company $2925.37. 

Motion made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. McCoy. 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

   

X. Committee Reports 
 

1. Administration and Finance Committee 

2013 Borough Audit/Tax Collector Audit Status-Mrs. Sheleheda contacted Mark Turnley, the 

Borough’s auditor; He stated that their office is still waiting for additional information.  Mrs. 

Sheleheda is working diligently to gather the information needed in a timely manner.  Mr. Turnley 

stated that as soon as they receive all the information necessary, they would complete the 2013 audit.  

The Sinking Fund Balance was confirmed as of the end of May, 2014: $334,385.97 

Bills to be approved will also be provided to council. 

Bookminders- average monthly cost ranges $1500.00 to $1900.00 per month.  Council had approved 

a one-year contract with them at the October, 2013 meeting.  The total cost is not to exceed $2,136.50 

per month.  The committee will explore options to lower our costs associated with accounting when a 

new Borough Manager has been hired. 

 

2. Public Safety Committee 

Mr. Pucci wanted to thank the Fire Dept and the Police Depart when we had the recent fires in 

Ambridge.  They all did a great job.  Mr. Mikulich also suggested that we send all the mutual aid fire 

departments a thank you letter.  Ms. Sheleheda noted that it’s already in the works. 

 

3. Public Works Committee 

Mr. Cafarelli was absent – no Committee report. 
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4. Parks and Recreation Committee 

Mrs. Miller reports about the Open Air Market being held on Park Rd.  She also stated that the 

Parks/Recreation committee is working on the Fall Festival – date set for October 4
th
 from 11am until 

5pm. Letters will be sent out for sponsorships.  She also commented on some of the graffiti that is on 

the playground equipment at 8
th
 and Park Rd – what can be done to remedy?  

 

   

XI. Other Unfinished Business   

 

XII.  Official Reports  

 

             Motion to accept the committee reports made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Pucci 

 

Council  VOTE   Council  Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Absent    Mrs. Miller Y 

Mrs. Caldarelli Y   Mr. Pucci Y 

Mrs. Drewnowski Y   Mr. Mikulich Y 

Mr. McCoy Y   Mayor D'Ambrosio   

   Motion Passes. 

 

XIII.  Engineer’s Report 

  Nothing to report at this time. 

 

XIV.  Adjournment 

Motion made to adjourn the meeting by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Pucci 

All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0 ~ 1 Absent 

  Motion Passes. 

 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: August 26, 2014 at 7:00 PM 

 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, by Marilyn Sheleheda, Interim Borough Manager 

 

I hereby certify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough of 

Ambridge Council for  JULY 8, 2014 . 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Borough of Ambridge Seal 

 

 

 
 

 


