Borough of Ambridge –Regular Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

May 22, 2012 – 7:00 PM
I. Executive Session -personnel matters.

II. Call to Order

II.     Roll Call  
                Present: Mr. Cafarelli, Mrs. Caldarelli, Mr. Dunn, Mr. Flannery, Mr. Mikulich, Mr. McCoy, 

     Mayor D’Ambrosio, Borough Manager Eric Kaunert, Solicitor Rick Start.

III.     Invocation

              Mrs. Barb Costa.

IV.      Pledge of Allegiance

V.      Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes
1. February 28, 2012

                  No corrections. 
                  Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Abstain
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes:   6 ~ 0~ 1 Abstain.

VI.      Treasurer’s Report submitted by Borough Treasurer Marilyn Sheleheda
[image: image1.emf]$976,072.49

$86,534.64

$889,537.85Available Balance as of:                              -5/22/2012  -4:00 pm

All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -5/22/2012  -4:00 pm

General Fund Analysis

General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -5/22/2012  -4:00 pm


[image: image2.emf]Totals are as follows:                    

Deposits:

Debits: 

-which include the following:

   187     Checks

$296,404.45

    3      Payroll (s)

$157,843.85

   2       Bond Payments

$210,379.38

Treasurer's                  

General Fund            

Summary:  

$891,586.56



$454,248.30


[image: image3.emf]$142,427.22

$145,701.40

$72,746.50

$21,462.78

$334,358.58

$716,696.48

Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)

              Other Fund Balances as of  5/22/2012   4:00 pm

Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

Liquid Fuels Fund

Escrow Disbursement Account

Recreation Fund

Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)


VII. Borough Bills and Expenses - $68,525.13
       Mr. Dunn had a question about the Duquesne Light bill for 4th and Merchant – it looks like it’s in there twice. Mr. Kaunert states that he will check on it. Mr. Flannery asked why some of the bills are marked June 1. Mr. Kaunert commented it’s the due date.
  Motion mad by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	N
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 1 

VIII. Presentations
No Presentations.
IX.   Citizen’s Participation on/off Agenda Items (5 minutes per speaker)

Rev. Jim Hamilton-1134 Maplewood Ave.
He was asked by his group to speak- if Council would consider joining their class action law suit against the government, they are trying to eliminate our controls with the zoning. He is wondering if anybody has joined that action. Second question, is during nationality days they received a lot of signatures on their petitions, they did very well. Some people were still not aware of what was going on. It also had some information about my hearing and the Hezbollah why they couldn’t get it in to testify her doctors to give information. On Maplewood between 11th and 12th we have some big dips in the road there get bigger all the time. Last -his wife question: why there was no street sign at 11th and Maplewood.
Doug Holtz- owns building 2312 Duss Ave.

Approximately 5-6 weeks ago, Talarico’s Bar tried to install an exhaust fan adjacent to his property. She vented it straight out instead of up and you all know grease from chicken wings and paint don’t mix. He went to code enforcement almost 6 weeks ago, nothing is being done, and it’s costing his business money. He has pictures he wanted Council to see. He wants Council to stop up and see what he has to deal every day. He asked Cindy Orlowski what was going on and Cindy’s reply was I don’t know, I’ll drive by and see. Cindy called him back and said nothing was going on. I asked her if she sent Darla a letter and found out she only sent her one letter. I asked her if she sent her a letter telling her she couldn’t do this and her reply was no the engineer talked to her. About an hour later she called him and said Darla was getting the duct work made. Cindy told him 5 days, two weeks later it still wasn’t taken care of, when I called and asked Cindy told him the permit doesn’t start until the permit is paid and picked up. It’s ruining my business. I don’t think its right. Nothing being done nothings been made. I could go on and on but my five minutes is probably up. The solicitor states that she is in violation and she will be cited. Mr. Holtz asked when she is still filling the air with grease. The solicitor stated tomorrow, Mr. Kaunert has been in contact with the engineer’s office. He also stated that she has been told that it has to be above the roof line. Mr. Holtz states that the fan was put in after the code. There two fans in issue. The solicitor stated he was only told about one fan and that fan was put up before the code was passed and a grandfather that. Mr. Holtz states he is not complaining about the crack pipes, the beer bottles, the chains that people break on his property because they are too drunk to drive or the garbage that’s left-- all he’s asking for is 

the two lousy fans are fixed so he can continue his business. Mr. McCoy states the borough manager and code enforcement will be up there tomorrow.
Candy Williams – she was an employee here in the traffic department. She talked about her son getting beat up by 6 police down by Francine’s – she didn’t think that was fair – they broke his shoulder. She also heard that Fred’s Divots had fights. She is going to get every black person to go to the pole and vote because there is a lot of prejudices. Like Mart Luther King said hit them at the poles. 
Vera Grambaugh – Maplewood between 11th and 12th Street.

She is complaining that her new neighbor is cooking something with an odor that is squeezing her brain. It is causing her: to lose weight, diarrhea, incontinence, nausea. The doctor said there is nothing he can do for her. Is there anything that you can do about this odor? Mr. Kaunert asked her to come into the Borough office to see him or Cindy Orlowski between 8-4 and they’ll address the complaint. It isn’t constant, but they do it all hours of the day and night. She said she will come into the Borough office.
Lamar Williams -824 Maplewood Ave.

He states that some of what his mother said is true but not all of it. Saturday night he was outside of Thomasine’s’ and a fight broke out. I got stopped by a cop and I was a little intoxicated. He yelled at me and I yelled back at him. From there it was an argument between me and this cop. From there he pulled out his taser, he didn’t threaten him or nothing, why would he pull out the taser.  He said the cop said he was going to tase him, and I was intoxicated and said go ahead.  Then he did and then another cop put him in a sleeper move and chopping me and I’m little and 7 cops jumped on me.  Someone needs to look into these Ambridge cops. It could get real serious, someone could get hurt. Mayor asked in his opinion, how big was the fight or riot. Mr. Williams commented he thought about 20 people. Mayor asked him if there were other police department that came to the sight. Mr. Williams commented that there were other departments after the fact, after I was already cuffed. It was Ambridge cops that were jumping on me and kicking me. Remind you that there were other people fighting and they picked me out to tase me. That ain't right. Mayor also commented that he has known his family and when we get a police call through the 911 center, we answer it. We answered one at Fred’s that night and we got backed up because of the number of people involved. We weren’t sitting out in front of Thomasine’s waiting. The Mayor commented that he received many phone calls about the noise and fights there that night. Mr. Williams complained that it’s not right that 7 cops jumped him when he is a little dude and he was being chocked and they were tasing him. The cop with the Mohawk kept driving knees on him and I didn’t like it. That’s why I’m’ here tonight.

Chief James Mann commented that he was there that night and there were 25 departments that answered a mutual aid call because there were like 200 people in that fight not just 20. Mr. Williams is on probation and shouldn’t have even been the bar drinking, number one. Chief Mann remarked that her sister admitted that she started the whole fight by punching. Mr. Williams was trying to break the fight up and there isn’t a mark on him. If you are going to come and say something, tell the truth. Mr. Mann commented that he got tased too and I was the one rolling on the ground with you. There weren’t 20 people, there were 200. Chief Mann commented that he has his own videos also.  Council President McCoy had to gavel the comments several times because Mr. Williams kept interrupting the Chief. Chief commented that he has been actively involved with Thomasine’s’, there has been multiple major incidents and the LCD has been working on it all spring and I don’t think they’ll be open much longer. This is a nuisance bar and it doesn’t need to be there. 
Vina Thinney – Lamar Williams’s girlfriend. 

She was not outside when the fight broke out. There was 20 inside the bar trying to get out and there were many more people outside the bar when the fight started. Someone come inside and said that Lamar was being tased. So she went outside and there were 7 cops that had him on the ground in the gravel and I asked the cop what did he do and they told her to shut up or they would tase her. They finally picked him up after he was cuffed still being rough with him and his mouth was bleeding. Now he lost his job because his shoulder is messed up. We went to the hospital the same night about 2:30 in the morning. The X-Rays at the hospital couldn’t tell him if the shoulder was broken or not – they said to go to a orthopedic doctor. He don’t have insurance so he couldn’t go to a orthopedic doctor. She also said that they busted out his car window and on the side of his car there is marks were the police shot his car with a taser. This happened after we got back from this hospital we went back down to pick up his car and saw his window and the taser marks. There wasn’t any broken glass. The marks on the side of the car that it was a taser. They are the same as the marks on his back. He has 3 marks on his back and on his chest. In the corner of his eye where his eye is bloodshot from getting beat up. Lamar wasn’t in the fight in the bar – he was outside. 
Ross McCoy -1700 Duss Ave. 

He asked what the name of the street is that runs behind the Silk House on 14th St. – Someone commented that it was Boylston. Many residents complained to him that a man was living in a camper for over a year. He goes around town begging for money. Tells people he hasn’t eaten in 3 days and that the churches won’t help him. Is there something we can do about this guy? This situation has been going on for over a year. The people from the Seminary are being targeted too. 

Barbara Costa – 1320 Church St.

He commented something good about Chief Mann. The Seminary will have a special course in 10 days and it’s called Chaplin’s Coastal Crisis. We needed a swat team to provide a simulation for that course and at the last minute the local swat team had to pull out. Chief Mann worked day and night to get a team for us; he got us the State Police team to help us out. 
Mr. McCoy commented that in behalf of our Chief he has been doing a great job. We have a legal system and that is the way these things are handled, not in a Council meeting. He commented that he respects the Chief and the Mayor. 

No other speakers.
X.   Items for Discussion:
1. Motion to approve the closure of 14th Street on June 2, 2012 for the Soap Box Derby.

Mr. Cafarelli made the motion to approve, Mrs. Caldarelli seconded.

All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.
2. Motion to approve the Vacation of Merchant Street by Ordinance #1245.
Motion made by Mrs. Caldarelli, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    
Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 


Mr. Mikulich explained to the audience what was going on with this Ordinance #1245. 

This was the old part of Merchant Street that went around the old Foodland that was been vacated. 
3. Motion to approve the Dedication of Merchant Street by Ordinance #1246.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

4. Motion to approve Ordinance #1247 approving the Codification of the Borough of Ambridge Ordinances.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich and seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	




    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

5. Motion to approve _______________ as the Electrical Inspection Company by Resolution 2012-03.
NIRA Corporation – Mr. Dunn makes the motion, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	N
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


    Motion Passes 6 ~1 – NIRA Corporation has been named as Electrical Inspection Co.
6. Motion to approve payment of $434.39 for repairs to the Ford F-150 and $1,295.70 for repairs for the Ford F-250.
Mr. Mikulich asked if we are doing these both at the same time. Mr. McCoy stated yes, they were both on the same sheet. 

Mr. Mikulich made the motion, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


 Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

7. Motion to approve a Tax Exoneration for Map and Parcel No. 090020720 and 090020723 for years 2008, 2009, and 2010.
Mr. Mikulich asked if the School District approved. Mr. McCoy states that both the County and the School District approved. Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Dunn seconded it.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

8. Motion to approve Resolution 2012-05 otherwise known as the 4th Street Pump Station Land Development.  
Mr. Mikulich asked if this is a new resolution. Mr. Kaunert commented that this is a repassing of a resolution that was passed the 28th of December 2011. This allows the recording to move forward with the County. Motion to approved made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Dunn.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

9. Motion to approve Resolution 2012-06 otherwise known as the IPSCO/Koppel Tax Agreement with Harmony Township conditioned upon Keystone Tax Collection Service’s acceptance.
Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Dunn.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

10. Motion to approve Ambridge Crime Watch Movies in the Park at PJ Caul Park every Thursday evening at 7:00 pm, June 7, 2012 through August 23, 2012.
Motion made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Mikulich. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


   Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

11. Motion to approve the street closure of Melrose Ave. from 4th Street to 5th Street on August 18, 2012 between 9 am and 7 pm for the “Hope for the Burgh” outreach event held by Bridgeway Church.

Motion made by Mr. Mikulich and seconded by Mr. Cafarelli. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

12. Motion to approve a street closure on Glenwood Ave. from 7th to 8th Street on Saturday, August 25, 2012 for Good Samaritan.
Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Mikulich. 
	
Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

13. Motion to approve a street closure on Melrose Ave. from 7th to 8th Street on Sunday, August 26, 2012 for Good Samaritan.
Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.
	
Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

14. Motion to approve a street closure on Melrose Ave. and Glenwood Ave. between 7th and 8th Street from Thursday, August 30, 2012 to September 3, 2012 for the Good Samaritan Annual Festival.
Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli.
	
Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

15. Motion to approve the resignation of Alan Shaffer.(from the Police Department)
    ~TAPE TURNED OVER~
     Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

    All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

                   Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

16. Motion to approve the resignation of Richard Hacker.
Motion made by Mrs. Caldarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

              
        Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

17. Motion to approve the resignation of Kathy Port.

      Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli,

      All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

                     Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

XI. Other Unfinished Business  
Mr. Kaunert thanked everyone that worked on the Codification – there is one book with all the ordinances in it. The ordinances will also be located on our website www.ambridgeboro.org and they will all be searchable.  A lot of other Boroughs have it and it is a very good tool for residents and staff alike. Mr. Mikulich commented that he wanted to echo Mr. Kaunert’s comments and thanks; this has been in the process for decades. Mr. McCoy commented that Mr. Kaunert worked extensively to get it done and passed. Our Council worked together with everyone responsible and a job well done by all.
XII.  Official Reports   
         Mr. Mikulich made the motion to accept all official reports, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

              Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

XIII.  Engineer’s Report- Mr. Lemmon
                  Inaudible.  Copy of Nira Engineer report: 
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XIV.  Adjournment
                 Motion to adjourn made by Mrs. Caldarelli, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli

All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

       Motion Passes 7 ~ 0 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: June 26, 2012 at 7:00 PM
Respectfully submitted, by Eric Kaunert, Borough Manager

I hereby certify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough of Ambridge Council for    May 22, 2012   .

_______________________________________________

Borough of Ambridge Seal
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