
MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Regular Meeting
Ambridge Borough Building Complex
September 27, 2011 – 7:00 pm



I. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. Roll Call
Present: Mr. Cafarelli, Mr. Dunn, Mr. Flannery, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Mikulich, Mr. Pucci, Mr. McCoy, Mr. Start – Solicitor, Mr. Lemmon – Borough Engineer, Police Chief Mann, Fire Chief Drewnowski. 	 	

Absent: Mayor D’Ambrosio

No executive session was held.

III. Invocation:    
           Ms. Barb Costa, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry

IV.  Pledge of Allegiance

V. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:
1. August 23, 2011.
Motion made to approve by Mr. Cafarelli, second by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Abstain

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Abstain
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	Absent




Motion Passes.


VI. Treasurer’s Report – Submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda –Borough Treasurer
Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm September 27, 2011.
He then commented that usually this time of year we have $800,000.00 in bank.  We are doing better this year with a balance of over $1,500,000.00. 

Mr. McCoy announced Borough Manger, Eric Kaunert is absent from the meeting due to the pending birth of his son.  He also thanked Assistant Administrator, Marilyn Sheleheda, for taking over in Eric’s absence.  

				(Continued)



[image: ]


VII. Bills and Expenses
No questions/corrections.  

Motion to pay bills and expenses made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0








VIII. Presentation 

Mr. Bob Nelson gave a presentation on the Façade Renovation.  This is the Downtown Development Program which provides monies to renovate facades.   The maximum grant is $20,000.00 per address to be spent in the target area that Council designates each year. The monies are issued on a first come first serve basis.   Ambridge is the most successful of all the county programs.  Originally the zone was from 4th to 8th street. This zone has been expanded town wide. Since the expansion of the targeted areas the impact of the grant monies is not there.  Mr. Nelson stated there are quite a few projects but it still does not look like we are doing anything.  He is not sure how to address this issue.  There are 10 applications in process right now throughout the town.  The Downtown Development Program has a data base that is updated regularly on the vacancies and new businesses.  Mr. Nelson felt that 9th Street through 14th is the best part of our downtown right now.  There are very few vacancies.  Merchant Street was at one time supporting 25,000 people but now 7,000.    The program’s biggest concern is 4th Street through 8th Street.   In this area there are approximately 65 out of town landlords being used mostly for warehouse space.  The Community Development Program has a newsletter that is sent to 400 residents via e-mail.  Mr. Nelson invited all to be on the mailing list and encouraged participation in the program.  Their committee meets the second Tuesday of every other month at Ambridge Chamber of Commerce office.  Mr. Nelson offered his time and input in any planning or setting of boundaries for the designated areas of the grant program.  

Mr. McCoy noted the excellent work done by Mr. Nelson.  He also thanked him for all that he does in the community. 

Virginia Cable, 713 13th Street.  Ms. Cable stated she attended the meeting of September 8th regarding the width of the streets creating a public safety issue.   Other residents that attended this meeting were all in favor of the one sided parking to allow fire trucks, etc. to get through streets.  She assumed that the ordinance would include 18th street as well.  

Ms. Cable asked if there was an ordinance stating apartment buildings had to provide parking for their residents.  McCoy responded that that was for new structures.  McCoy thanked Ms. Cable for her efforts in this issue. 

Mr. McCoy read aloud the following plaque in memory of Alice Slavic.  A friend of Mrs. Slavic and her daughter Tammy accepted the plaque.  

The Ambridge Borough Council, the Mayor and the Borough Manager wish to extend to the family in memory of Alice Slavic a heartfelt “thank you” for her 34 years of service as a crossing guard. The whole Ambridge community and the generations of children that she has watched over for all those years will miss her greatly.  She must have loved her job because her dedication to the children only outshined her dependability.  We know in our hearts that she will forever be watching over the children in spirit at the corner of 12th and Church Street. Alice was truly a cherished friend to all who knew her.

Mr. McCoy asked for a moment of silence for Alice Slavic.  













Mr. McCoy read aloud the following plaque to Ross McCoy for his dedication to Ambridge:

Whereas the Borough of Ambridge Council enjoys acknowledging those who contribute to and enhance the quality of life in our community. As such, Council wishes to recognize for his commendable community services, Ross McCoy, who has put forth the needs of his community before his own.
Mr. Ross McCoy has voluntarily weeded the property at the Ambridge Borough     Municipal Complex, He cleaned out debris that was disturbing the natural flow of creek waters in order to prevent damage to nearby homes, He supervised and helped to re-paint the Borough’s yellow curb lines that were worn away and he continues to serve on the Borough’s Planning Commission. Such community minded citizens deserve special recognition. We should all imitate his sense of community.
  Therefore, on this day, September 27, 2011, The Ambridge Borough Council, The Mayor of Ambridge and the Borough Manager wish to say “Thank You” to Ross McCoy, an outstanding citizen, for his contribution and participation in   Community Services.
Mr. McCoy commented that he as well as all Borough Council Members appreciates all the services these ladies and gentlemen put forth in the community as true dedication to Ambridge. 


IX. Citizen’s Participation on Items On/Off Agenda – (5 minutes per speaker)

Rev. Jim Hamilton, Retired from United Methodist Church, 1134 Maplewood Avenue.
Rev. Hamilton stated he attended the meeting of water authority last week. He was told that each member of the water authority was legally able to sign the petition just not as group action but as individuals.   Rev. Hamilton asked if the council had a legal opinion about this.  Solicitor Start responded that research has been done and he has recommended that the members not sign it.  This ordinance is drafted as a conditional use.  That means these individuals sit as judge.  And it is the solicitor’s opinion that should they sign any petition such as the one that Rev. Hamilton has asked they could be subject to attack by someone that is seeking to overturn the ordinance.  So the water authority was not under that ordinance.

Rev. Hamilton informed council that they are planning to leaflet the football game about what is going on with the reservoir.  They currently have close to 1500 signatures and are still pushing.  Anyone interested in working with him please call 724-266-1473.

As a representative of the Lion’s Club of Ambridge, Rev. Hamilton informed the Council of an International program to plant trees all over the world.  This mission is to improve the environment.   Rev. Hamilton is interested in working with Mr. Mikulich in planning trees in Ambridge.   Mr. Mikulich stated he would be happy to work with him.  Rev. Hamilton is also the membership chairman for the Lion’s Club and invited any interested parties to attend their meetings.  

Barbara Costa, 1320 Church Street.
Ms. Costa reported during the five nights of the prayer walk there were over 70 people walking the streets of Ambridge to pray for this borough and she felt that was a wonderful thing.  

Steve Martin, 818 13th Street
Mr. Martin supports the single side parking.  He was asking for verification if the ordinance is for the north side of the road as opposed to the south side of the road.  He stated there is a lot more curb on the north side of the road.  Mr. McCoy stated the council will have to look into that ordinance. Mr. Martin said there are garages on the south side and a no parking zone.  Also at the top of 13th street new stop sign has been installed and the stop sign at Beaver Road and 13th Street has been taken out.  Mr. Martin feels that it will be difficult to get up 13th Street if you have to stop at the top.  But his main concern is the removal of the stop at Beaver Road.  Mr. McCoy stated they will look his issue.



Mark Vallecorsa, 907 11th street
Mr. Vallecorsa spoke in support of removing the traffic light at 19th   Street and Duss Avenue. He feels that traffic light can safely be removed. Mr. Vallecorsa did his own study sitting at 19th Street and 16th Street.  There were far more pedestrians crossing at 16th Street and Duss.

Virginia Cable, 713 13th Street.  
There is a manhole cover at 1600 Duss Avenue that needs attention.  Mr. McCoy knew exactly the location of this cover because sealant had been put there about a year ago.  Mr. McCoy stated he will ask the public works department to put sealant there again.  

Mr. McCoy approved Mr. Pucci’s request to have the floor.  Mr. Pucci spoke about 19th street light.  He did some investigation as the public safety chair and spent time at this corner and spoke with retirees from the post office.  One of the people he spoke with stated that every time he went to work in the morning he made sure to stop at the green light because people run the red light on Duss Avenue.  Mr. Pucci submitted the motion for the safety of the people of Ambridge we do keep the light.   Mr. Dunn seconded the motion. 
McCoy asked if anyone had comments or questions.  Mr. McCoy stated that the council had received a considerable amount of complaints and he agreed with Mr. Pucci that the light we kept in operation. Mr. Cafarelli stated a public safety meeting was held and the committee’s consensus was that the light should be kept at 19th Street.    They also met with public works and they felt the same way.  Mr. Cafarelli felt that was too long of a stretch between 14th Street and 24th Street without a light.  He felt that the light should be kept for the safety factor.   Mr. McCoy added that especially with the Anthony Wayne School being rented out.  


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

X.   Items for Discussion:

1. Motion to hire Melanie Chiaverini to position of Temporary Part Time Assistant
Mr. Cafarelli made the motion to hire Melanie Chiaverini, Mrs. Miller second.
Mr. Mikulich commented Mrs. Chiaverini is an excellent person to temporarily fill in for Marilyn as she is familiar with the workings of the Borough.  He also stated that it was a privilege to serve with Mrs. Chiaverini when she was on Council in the 90’s.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0





2. Motion to hire Martin Sova as a Temporary Part Time Public Works Laborer.
Mr. Mikulich made the motion to hire Martin Sova, Mr. Pucci second.
Mr. Mikulich informed the Council that Mr. Sova has just come out of the United States Marine Corp.  Mr. Mikulich stated it will be a privilege and an honor to have a veteran serving on this Borough.  Mr. Mikulich as well as Mr. Pucci welcomed Mr. Sova with a Semper Fi.  Mr. McCoy thanked Mr. Sova for his service to the country.


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0


3. Motion to permit the Borough Manager to write a thank you letter to the Ambridge Area School District and Baden Borough for assisting with grass cutting in Ambridge. 
Motion to permit thank you letter made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Dunn

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

4. Motion to accept the resignation of James Ivancik from the Fire Department.
Mr. McCoy informed the Council Mr. Ivancik will be retiring in February.
Mr. Mikulich made the motion with a second by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0










5. Motion to accept the resignation of John Chiaverini as a School Crossing Guard.
Mr. Cafarelli made the motion, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.
Mr. Mikulich commented that Mr. Chiaverini was presented a certificate at the last meeting which was a proclamation not only for his service as a police office in this community but also as a school crossing guard.  Mr. Chiaverini (Red) did an excellent job in both capacities and we would like to recognize his accomplishments, his loyalty and his honor to this Borough of Ambridge. 


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

6. Motion to advertise in the Laughlin Memorial Library booklet for a ½  ad page at $50.00
Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mrs. Miller seconded.
All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0

7. Motion to permit road closures for the Church of the Savior on 5th Street and the adjacent alley pending a Public Safety Review.
Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Pucci seconded.
All in Favor:  Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0

8. Motion to permit the Borough of Ambridge to achieve the Sustainable Business Designation.
Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Flannery seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

9. Motion to approve handicapped space for 262 – 15th Street.
Mr. McCoy stated the paperwork meets all specifications and the handicapped space was approved by Police Chief Mann.
Mrs. Miller approved the motion, Mr. Flannery seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

	 
   
XI. Other Unfinished Business
Mr. McCoy announced Halloween will be held on October 31st between the hours of 6-8.
Mrs. Miller made the motion, second by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
	
	Other unfinished business:  
Mr. Cafarelli asked that Mr. Kaunert inform all parties concerned with the 19th Street traffic light of the decision made by Council this evening to keep the light.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

	Mr. Mikulich asked Mrs. Sheleheda to talk about the 4th Street Apartment.
  Ms. Sheleheda gave a brief description on the report she gave to Council concerning the fire at the Regent Apartments located at 300 Duss Ave. on September 20th.  She is the Emergency Management Assistant Coordinator and was called to the scene at 4 a.m. after the fire to find the fire victims a place to stay until suitable temporary housing could be found by the Red Cross. She explained how many people were displaced by this fire and that breakfasts and coffee were donated by McDonalds for the victims and Firefighters.  She stated that the American Legion was kind enough to permit the victims into their facility at 5 a.m. to use their bathroom facilities and to get out of the night air. She added that Joanne Trella assisted her with finding phone numbers and retrieving the coffee from McDonalds. She also stated that there were still two victims in the hospital who lived in the building. 


XII. Official Reports 
Motion to accept the official reports made by Mr. Cafarelli, second by Mrs. Miller

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

XIII. Engineers Report

Mr. Lemmon went over some of the issues in Item #3 of his report.  These were issues that Council will have to decide which to get done before winter and which to hold over until next year.

Tap turned over. 


Mr. Lemmon remarked on the Elm Rd street improvements updates. 
He discussed 12th and Church sinkages, Oak Alley sinkages, 11th Street and Merchant Street, and the alley behind Italian Villa. He also discussed the 11th – 14th Street connector and the Merchant Street realignment.


	
Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

Duke asked for our prayers for the fire victims that were still in the hospital so they have a full recovery.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. Barb Costa came back to the podium and spoke about some emails that she received from a church in Ellwood City who took into their shelter some of the fire victims.


XIV. Adjournment
Motion for adjournment made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Miller
All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.
Motion Passes.


NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  October  25TH, 2011 – 7:00 p.m.
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$1,584,215.28

$49,776.50

$1,534,438.78

Totals are as follows:                    

Deposits:

Debits: 

-which include the following:

   82     Checks

$128,721.89

    2      Payroll (s)

$102,877.45

    2      Misc. Debits

$36.33

$148,437.74

$154,428.94

$32,472.50

$33,855.13

$334,284.02

$703,478.33

Treasurer's Report

September 27, 2011



General Fund Analysis

General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -September 27, 2011  -4:00 pm

All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -September 27, 2011  -4:00 pm

Available Balance as of:                              -September 27, 2011  -4:00 pm

Treasurer's                  

General Fund            

Summary:  

$277,063.62



$231,635.67



Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)

              Other Fund Balances as of  September 27, 2011   4:00 pm

Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

Liquid Fuels Fund

Escrow Disbursement Account

Recreation Fund

Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)


