

Minutes 
Borough of Ambridge –Regular Meeting
Ambridge Municipal Complex
February 28th, 2012

  **Note from typist: First Part of the tape was defective- minutes are taken from Managers notes.
   *Audible part of tape begins at the end of Unfinished Business.

1. Executive Session – Personnel Matters

1. Call to Order – 7:00 PM


1. Roll Call:
Mr. Cafarelli, Mrs. Caldarelli,, Mr. Dunn, Mr. Mikulich, Mr. Pucci, Mr. McCoy, Mayor D’Ambrosio
Absent: Mr. Flannery

1. Invocation

1. Pledge of Allegiance

1. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

5. December 28, 2011
            Mrs. Caldarelli made the motion to accept the minutes, Mr. Dunn second.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0


5. January 3, 2012
                Mr. Pucci made the motion to accept the minutes. 


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0








 

1.  Treasurer’s Report

General Fund Analysis
	$751,296.91
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -February 28, 2012  -4:00 pm

	$91,843.33
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -February 28, 2012  -4:00 pm

	$659,453.58
	Available Balance as of:                              -February 28, 2012  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$363,323.47 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$391,866.82 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	 
	 

	
	   101     Checks & Misc. Debits
	$272,771.52 
	 
	 

	
	    2      Payroll (s)
	$119,095.30 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  February 28, 2012   4:00 pm

	$142,427.22 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$10,000.27 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$30,292.50 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$21,717.24 
	Recreation Fund

	$334,358.58 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$538,795.81 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)




1.  Borough Bills and Expenses
Motion to Pay the Bills made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0














1. Presentations

1. Plaque Presentation to Ed Klak read aloud by Mr. McCoy

Whereas this  day, February 28th 2012, the Borough of Ambridge Council Members, the Mayor of Ambridge, the Borough Manager, and all the Borough Employees want to extend their sincere gratitude to Edward “Eddie” Klak for all his hard work throughout the years. 
For many years he worked conscientiously as a police sergeant protecting our citizens and businesses from crime. He continued to serve his community once he retired from the Ambridge Police Force as a Crossing Guard for the school students. 
Although everyone is saddened with this announcement of his retirement from the Crossing Guard Detail… it’s with deep appreciation, the People and Students of Ambridge, say “Thank You” to a lifelong friend who deserves a rest. The community will miss seeing his smiling face at the corner of Duss Ave and 10th.

2. Plaque Presentation to Catherine Aloi  read aloud by Mr. McCoy


The Ambridge Borough Council, the Mayor and the Borough Manager wish to extend a heartfelt “thank you” to Catherine “Kay” Aloi for all the years of civic services she has performed over her 90 years as an Ambridge resident. In addition to raising 2 boys and 4 girls, she served for 50 years on the Democratic Committee alongside her husband Sam. She was also Secretary Treasurer and currently serves as Treasurer for the Democratic Committee. She served her community, as did her husband Sam, as an Ambridge Borough Councilwoman, she found time to coach Ambridge’s first girls softball league as well. She continues to serve her church by cooking for funerals and festivals, baking and runs the Bingo for the senior citizen at the Good Samaritan Church. 
The entire Ambridge community is genuinely lucky to have such a civic-minded woman living among us. We would all do well to take a lesson from this great citizen!  


3. Sustainability Grant Announcement
         Explained by Eric Kaunert

4. Presentation – Comcast – Frank Polito


1. Citizen’s Participation On/Off Agenda Items (5 minutes per speaker)

*No Audio












1. Items for Discussion:

10. Motion to engage Sangro to repair a sinkhole on Park Road $720.00
Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mrs. Caldarelli.
		
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

10. Motion to engage Sangro to repair a sinkhole, catch basin, and storm sewer pipe at 5th/Duss $4,810.00
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0


10. Motion to approve a curb cut for Creekside Springs at 343 Duss Ave, 348, 350, and 352 Merchant Street (one curb cut).

Tabled until next meeting.


10. Motion to pass the 2012 Street Sweeping Schedule.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0





10. Motion to approve the legal services of Bowers, Ross, and Fawcett.
Motion made by Mrs. Caldarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn.
                  

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


                          Motion Passes  6-0 

10. Motion to accept the resignation of James Ivancik as the Borough Electrician.
Motion made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


                         Motion Passes  6-0 

10. Motion to appoint Traffic Systems and Services as the Borough Electrician.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


                         Motion Passes  6-0

10. Motion to promote Melanie Chiaverini to permanent part time Bookkeeper – Accounts Payable.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.	

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


                         Motion Passes  6-0









10.  Motion to hire Brian Brooks as a Part Time Police Officer
 Motion made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Mikulich

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


	Motion Passes  6-0


10. Motion to hire Emily Bielewicz as a Part Time Police Officer
Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Pucci

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


                         Motion Passes  6-0


10. Motion to hire Michael Stevenson as a Part Time Police Officer
Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


                         Motion Passes  6-0


1.    Other Unfinished Business  
                    

*Audible part of tape begins

                Mr. Mikulich commented that a lot of people are making money from this and will cause some problems. Mr. Lemmon states that they have to base line samples and they haven’t drilled test wells, it’s all surface samples to create this base line. Mr. McCoy asked where the base line from the lake is.
Mr. Lemmon states that they went according to the DEP guidelines and sampled all around the lake. Mr. McCoy asked if they tried to get a grant to do this drilling.

Mr. Mikulich states that he and Mr. Kaunert talked about the no turn on red signs and they put them up on 11th and Merchant and 11th and Duss. Before we put up any more, we should all take a look and get input from Council on what we want to put up. He feels that 8th and Duss would be proper because of the way trucks turn. Some of the other streets he feels we don’t need any turn on red signs. Mr. Dunn asked that on some of the no turn on red signs, can we put a time underneath, so that you cannot turn during a certain time. Baden has 

				   (Continued)


something like this – you cannot turn between 8-4. Mr. McCoy states that it his understanding as President of Council that this goes to committee, several committees and as Mr. Kaunert relayed to him that the committees were in favor of that – he just let it go because he trusted the people on the committees. So why would we come on Council floor and disagree with what the committees agreed to. Mr. Kaunert remarked that this is true, we met at the Public Safety Committee, in addition to the Mayor and Police Chief and everyone was in agreement to do it. Mr. McCoy stated that he had a problem with Mr. Mikulich’s statement because as he (Mr. McCoy) is disappointed in some of locations because he feels that they are not necessary, and as President of Council I wasn’t informed that they were being put up, but the committees agreed to the locations. Mr. Mikulich commented that he was not on those committees and he wasn’t aware of the signs until they were up. He states that we don’t talk about what went on with the committees and we should all have information on what the committees talk about. Mr. McCoy states that the purpose of the committees are recommending any valid issues and then the full Council will vote on it and while he (Mr. McCoy) agrees that it wasn’t done, but I get disappointed  that it was in committee and it was approved and Mr. Kaunert reported this to him. If the committee approved it, it should come across the Council floor. Mr. Mikulich states that this was his point, he agrees with some of the signs and not with others. 
Mayor D’Ambrosio asked Mr. Mikulich which ones he does not agree with. Mr. Mikulich states 11th and Merchant. Mayor states the reason they did these couple were because of truck and bus traffic, if people try to make the right on red, they may get caught between a bus or truck coming. He feels that 11th and Duss is relevant and next would be 14th and Duss and its open for discussion, obviously.   Mr. Mikulich suggested that if you are making a right on 11th & Merchant towards the bridge, there are not any buses or trucks there. Mayor suggested that there is bus traffic and if they creep up too close to the intersection and the buses make a wide turn – it will cause a problem.  Mr. Kaunert states the reason the no turn on red signs were implemented after going thru the Public Safety Committee and consulting with the Police Chief – it’s for public safety, we are trying to avoid accidents with tractor trailers and buses and pedestrian safety, especially on 8th /Duss and 11th / Duss there is a high amount of school pedestrian traffic. This is where this was all derived from. Mr. McCoy states that he believes Mr. Mikulich point was that it should have been brought in front of Council, he trusts and respects the decision of the committees but the final decision must cross the floor.  Mr. Mikulich commented that the Public Safety Committee does an excellent job, he just disagrees with some of what the Mayor and Mr. Kaunert said. He just feels that a right turn on red going towards the bridge will not hinder traffic. He does not want to belabor it right now; he just thought there should be more discussion.  Mayor commented that Mr. Kaunert looked at the situation with the Police Chief.  Mr. McCoy states that Mr. Mikulich has a valid point that it should come before Council for a final decision. Mayor asked if it’s every sign. Mr. McCoy states yes, every sign. Mr. Mikulich remarked that it has to be by ordinance also. Mayor states he does understand that. 

Mr. Mikulich wanted to make one more point. He states that in September Port Authority plans to eliminate the bus route from Pittsburgh to Aliquippa, which involves our Park ‘n Ride here in Ambridge. Mr. McCoy commented that it’s not set in stone, and Mr. Matzie is working very hard on this situation for us to try and save it, so we shouldn’t bring it up on the floor that isn’t even near completion yet, it was in the newspaper and on the news. Mr. Mikulich commented that the BCTA probably won’t pick up the option on the Park ‘n Ride.

1. Official Reports   
Motion to approve the Official Reports made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0





            After the vote: Mr. Mikulich asked if we are going to pass the Code Enforcement. Mr. Kaunert commented that if you guys are up to it. Mr. McCoy stated that it was not on the Agenda. Mr. McCoy asked for a motion to accept NIRA Engineering as our Code Enforcement. Mr. Cafarelli made the motion, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.


	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mrs. Caldarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



	    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0


1. Adjournment
   
   Mrs. Caldarelli made the motion to Adjourn, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
All in Favor:  Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.
Motion Passes 6-0

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:   March 13, 2012 -- 7:00pm

Respectfully submitted, by Eric Kaunert, Borough Manager

I hereby certify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough of Ambridge Council for February 28, 2012.
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