MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Workshop Meeting
Ambridge Municipal Complex

January 25th, 2011 – 7:00 pm
I. Executive Session – Personnel Issues

II. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

III. Roll Call
Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, M.J. Flannery, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and             Gerald C. McCoy

Absent:  Tina Iorfido Miller – Medical Reasons

Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Rich D’Ambrosio, Eric Kaunert – Borough Manager, Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Interim Police Chief Mann, Fire chief Drewnowski, Zoning Officer Ivancik.

IV. Invocation

          Ms. Barb Costa, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry
V. Pledge of Allegiance
VI. Citizen’s Participation on/off Agenda  – (5 minutes per speaker)

Rev. James Hamilton

He spoke of the film that he spoke of the last meeting concerning Marcellus Shale. He has another showing at the Library on Saturday at 10am and another showing in February. He said it is very overwhelming and it’s good to see it again. There are 960 potential leases in Beaver County – he doesn’t know where they all were, but they are trying to find out. There was a report that they currently aren’t drilling because the price isn’t high enough. His group is worried about the lease nearest our reservoir. Mr. McCoy suggested if the Council members who haven’t seen it, try to see it, it’s very moving. Mr. Pucci concurred. 
No one else wished to speak.
VII. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

1. October 12, 2010
2. October 26, 2010

3. November 9, 2010

            No Corrections. Motion to approve in a group all the minutes made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Flannery. Mr. Cafarelli approved Both Oct. 26 & Nov. 9, but he abstains on Oct 12, he was absent. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
VIII. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, January 25, 2011.

General Fund Analysis
	$729,073.48
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -January 25, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$44,440.37
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -January 25, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$684,633.11
	Available Balance as of:                              -January 25, 2011  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$62,229.92 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$136,819.52 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   79     Checks
	$91,534.65 
	
	 

	
	    1      Payroll (s)
	$45,284.87 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  January 25, 2011   4:00 pm

	$172,107.96 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$10,033.58 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$15,573.40 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,578.37 
	Recreation Fund

	$333,892.59 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$570,185.90 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


IX. Boroughs Bills and Expenses

Mr. Cafarelli asked about the Columbia Gas bill for just the Borough Bldg.  He asked Mr. Kaunert to look back and see what the bill was last year. It just seems high.  Mr. Kaunert said he would look into it.
Mr. Mikulich commented that Mr. Kaunert should be commended on the excellent job he has been doing in cutting costs all over the Borough. Mr. Kaunert states that next month he has a company that will be presenting to the Council an energy survey of our Borough building, The Chamber of Commerce building and our garage. They will show us where our energy losses are and what we can do to improve them. Mr. McCoy also commented on why we need motion detectors for the lighting in the restrooms. The motion to approve the boroughs bills and expenses made by Mr. Dunn and seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
X. New Business:  

1. Motion to approve Ordinance #1239, known as the Fire Ordinance.
Motion made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Flannery. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	N

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	N

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 4 ~2
2. Motion to approve the 2011 Street Sweeping Schedule.
Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
3. Motion to approve PrimePay payroll Services as the Borough’s payroll provider.

Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Absent
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
                 After the vote – Mr. Mikulich explained to the audience that PrimePay is our new payroll system which will save us between $3,500.00 - $4,000.00 annually. This is another avenue we’ll be going down to save taxpayers money.
4. Motion to permit Good Samaritan Church to close Melrose & Glenwood Ave. between 7th & 8th Street, during Sept 1 thru Sept 5, 2011 with temporary closing during set up beginning August 27th & 28th.
Mr. Cafarelli made the motion to approve the request, Mr. Mikulich seconded. 

All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.
5. Motion to approve Ambridge Youth Association the use of the Fire Dept Training Room for meeting purposes. 

Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve, Mr. Dunn seconded.

All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes. 
XI. Other Unfinished Business

Mr. McCoy got a request from the Mayor from Economy Borough that we write a letter to the school board because they intend to raise our school taxes 5-10 mills.  If the school board get letters from all five communities with our objections to the raise in taxes may be beneficial. Mr. Mikulich made the motion to write the letter, Mr. Cafarelli seconded. 
All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

Mr. Mikulich commented that the reason for this tax hike is because the assistant superintendent threatened to leave the district if he didn’t get a raise and they gave him a $14,000.00 raise. Our children still have to pay for supplies and the school board doesn’t have money for anything else but they will give an assistant superintendent $14,000.00 pay raise. Mr. McCoy commented that he heard from a school board member, although he can’t put any validity to it, but the children have to pay if they want to play a sport. That’s a shame when we pay these kinds of taxes. Mr. Mikulich commented that there are problems with the new schools that were built and put the district into debt and they are handing out pay raises like that. Mr. Cafarelli agrees. Mr. McCoy suggests any citizen that is concerned about it should attend the school board meeting.  Mr. McCoy commented that the Mayor of Economy suggested that each Councilman write his own letter and that we also do one letter as a Council for everyone to sign. 
Mayor wanted to give Council and the residents an update on the fundraising. To date he has raised they raised $13,700.00 for the K-9 dog. We have purchased the dog and his name is Hector and is presently being trained. He will be on the streets mid March. He is a Belgium Melinois. He will send out thank you letters to Mr. Cafarelli and Mr. Bevaloqua they both built the kennel at Officer Chickos’ house for the dog at not cost.  He also is going to send out a thank you to Ombres Auto Repair for doing almost $2,500.00 in repairs to the K-9 car: new brakes, new pads, rotors, exhaust leak was repaired. The street sign fund raiser has yielded to date $3,700.00 and Mr. Kaunert has ordered the signs from 1st – Sherman Streets, and they should be up by spring time.  Mr. McCoy commented on how hard the Mayor has worked to improve the Borough.  Police Chief commented also that the A.G. office will help us out with the insurance costs on the dog, they know someone that is connected with Ben Roethlisberger and we are hoping for a donation. 
XII. Official Report
Motion to approve official reports made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
All in Favor:  Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

XIII. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Mikulich, Mr. Pucci seconded.
All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:   FEBRUARY 8TH, 2011 – 7PM.
4
4

