MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Regular Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

November 10th, 2009 – 7:00 pm
I. Call to order

Vice President Gagliardi called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. Roll Call

Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, Orlando Gagliardi, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci

Absent:  Gerald McCoy- Ms. Denne explained that Mr. McCoy is absent due to surgery, but is available for phone consultation if necessary.

Administration and Staff Present: Borough Manager-Secretary Kristen Denne, Borough Solicitor- Rick Start, Borough Engineer- Frank Lemmon, Zoning/Code Officer-James Ivancik

III. Invocation

          Mr. Joseph LaBello

          Prior to invocation, he asked for a moment of silence for those veterans that taken from us and those that were wounded. 
IV. Pledge of Allegiance
V. Citizen’s Participation on Agenda Items Only – (5 minutes per speaker)

No one wished to speak.
VI. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

1. Sept 22, 2009
Mr. Mikulich commented on page 3, paragraph 10 did not state the reason for executive session. He feels that it should be stated. Mr. Start the Solicitor agreed that it should be stated. Mr. Mikulich also asked that the reference on page 10 – Cora Pucci was referred to as Miss Pucci and it should reflect Mrs. Pucci, he stated that he spoke to Joe Pucci about it and he agreed. Mr. Gagliardi asked if they are still married. 

Motion to approve with corrections made by Mr. Cafarelli. Seconded by Mr. Pucci. 

All in Favor: Ayes 5 – Abstain 1 (Ms. Miller)

Motion Passed.

2. October 13, 2009

No questions or comments. Motion to accept made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli. 

All in Favor: Ayes 6 – Nays 0. 
                  Motion Passed.

VII. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, November 10th, 2009.
	General Fund Analysis

	
	
	
	
	

	$1,572,660.54
	General Fund Bank Account Balance 11/10/2009 4:00 pm.

	$8,724.87
	2009 Outstanding Checks    11/10/2009 4:00 p.m.

	$1,563,935.67
	Available Balance   11/10/2009  4:00 p.m.

	
	
	
	
	

	Treasurer's General Fund NOTES:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$448,997.71 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$486,939.80 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   79     Checks
	$261,079.04 
	
	 

	
	    2      Payroll (s)
	$95,910.01 
	
	 

	
	    1      Bond Payment
	$129,950.75 
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 


	Other Fund Balances as of  11/10/2009

	$75,610.20 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$157,423.48 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$20,500.00 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$39,207.24 
	Recreation Fund

	$333,302.98 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$626,043.90 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


Motion to approve Treasurer Report made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

All in Favor: Ayes 6 – Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

VIII. Boroughs Bills and Expenses

Mr. Mikulich asked about the Triangle Pet bill – did we ever get a breakdown of that bill. Ms. Denne asked Mr. Mikulich if he is referring to what dates they were called (next sentence is inaudible).  Mr. Mikulich also asked about the unemployment compensation, if the claim was Foo Whitehair, Ms. Denne replied yes. Mr. Cafarelli asked about page 5, second from the top – Hite Company – electrical materials & supplies. Did he perform any work for us? Ms. Denne commented no, it was Mr. Ivancik that ordered parts for our traffic lights. Mr. Cafarelli asked Mr. Ivancik where the company was located. Mr. Ivancik states Cranberry. 
Motion to approve and pay the bills made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 

    All in Favor: Ayes 6 – Nays 0.

          Motion Passed.


IX. New Business:  

1. Motion to approve ordinance #1233 amending the Borough of Ambridge Zoning Ordinance.
Mr. Start commented that it was the public meeting that was held at 6:30 this evening – it was advertised. It is in collaboration with New Economy Business Park to rezone some of the areas of the park for manufacturing to industrial to commercial and other areas from commercial to manufacturing. This way the town could be marketed and realize the much needed tax revenues.  It’s been duly advertised. 
Motion to approve the ordinance made by Mr. Mikulich and seconded by Ms. Miller.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
2. Request for donation from Ambridge Area chamber of Commerce.

Ms. Denne states that the Chamber requested $1,000.00 but we have been budgeting for $500.00 every year. Mr. Gagliardi commented that we are tight on money, and we didn’t budget for the extra money and we have to stay within budget. Mr. Cafarelli commented that we keep donating and they still only target the same area with the lights, when are they going to extend the Christmas lighting to 14th. Ms. Denne commented that he should ask the Chamber directly. Mr. Cafarelli states that he was under the impression that when the Council first started to donate $500.00 that the Chamber was going to expand the target area and they should cover all of Merchant. Mr. Gagliardi commented that he spoke to Tom Patrician and the reason that they haven’t expanded is because they keep having breakdowns and they need new equipment. The more area you cover the more breakdown and new equipment that you need.  He said that Tom Patrician made a comment that they are happy with $500.00. Mr. Cafarelli asked if Mr. Gagliardi would let Tom Patrician know we would like to see lights from 11th to 14th St. if possible. Ms. Miller asked who was putting up the wreaths. Mr. Gagliardi states that it is also the Chamber who is doing wreaths. Ms. Miller also commented that she would like to see the decorating go further. Mr. Mikulich states that it might be in order for the Council to send a letter to the Chamber concerning this matter.
A motion to approve the $500.00 made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

All in Favor: Ayes 6 – Nays 0.
                 Motion Passes. 
3. Request for Crimewatch to Purchase tasers for Police Department.

Ms. Denne commented that they do regular fund raising for this purchase. They are asking for the Borough to purchase one and they will purchase one for the police department. Mr. Gagliardi asked the price on one Taser. Ms. Denne commented about $800.00.  Unidentified audience member (from Crimewatch) commented that it was each pay ½ for Taser.  Ms. Denne states that it was relayed to her that way, but we could do it that way also. Mr. Gagliardi reiterated that each pay $400.00 for one Taser, 
                                     (continued)

that sounded fair. The motion to approve the purchase of ½ of the Taser by Mr. Mikulich, Mr. Pucci seconded.
All in Favor: Ayes 6 – Nays 0.

Motion Passes. 

After the vote: Mr. Mikulich asked if the cost of the unit is $800.00, Ms. Denne commented that it was roughly $800.00 –unidentified voice commented that it was $820.00. Mr. Mikulich states that the Borough will pay the difference if the Crimewatch is paying $400.00
4. Sangro Final Payment.  
          Ms. Denne states that this item came up after the packets were delivered. Everyone should have a copy of it; it’s for the inlet repairs for a total of $9600.00.  Mr. Mikulich asked if the work was completed and if the Borough is satisfied. Mr. Lemon commented yes. Mr. Mikulich made the motion to pay the bill, Ms. Miller seconded. 

          All in Favor: Ayes 6 – Nays 0.

          Motion Passes

5. Department of Justice Grant.
          Ms. Denne states that the funds have been drawn down for the Department of Justice Grant that she is administering for the Beaver County Police Chiefs and she needs to distribute the money and wants Council’s authorization to write the checks and distribute the funds which the money has already been deposited into our account approx. 2 weeks ago. Mr. Mikulich asked if we are paying our police department $19,387.00? Ms. Denne replied yes, but we have to cut checks for the other departs that were part of this grant.  Ms. Denne also states that they were going to hire a consultant to apply for the grant at an exorbitant amount and she volunteered to do the application. Mr. Mikulich made the motion to give Ms. Denne permission to write these checks to the other police departments, Mr. Pucci seconded.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
X. Other Unfinished Business
      Mr. Mikulich asked about the old police cars at the Public Works Dept. –are we getting rid of those cars? Ms. Denne states that Mr. Kokoski called 3 different places today to see who would give us the best price to scrap them, and those cars will be gone by the end of the week. Mr. Mikulich asked about the mirror for that was to be put up over here. Ms. Denne states that Mr. Kokoski was going to order two of those also. Mr. Mikulich asked about the sweeping of the bridge, can we get it done again before Friday’s championship football game, which Hopewell is one of the teams and people will be coming across the bridge. He commented that it looks bad and he doesn’t want 






(continued) 

      visitors’ impression of Ambridge to be this town is dirty, and it looks decent after it’s done.  Ms. Denne commented that we are done sweeping for the year and they did sweep both bridges (this one and Port of Ambridge) when they went out to do their regular route, but she would have them do it again. 
      Mr. Cafarelli asked the Borough Engineer about the completion of the Hang Zone. Mr. Lemmon states that as of Friday, the paving is completed, but the lines need to be painted yet. Mr. Dunn commented that the lines were being worked on already and what’s left is the poles and fencing need to be completed.
      Mr. Mikulich wanted to thank the Veterans of our country. He asked that every morning when you wake up to say a little prayer for all of them because they put their lives on the line. So they deserve this day and he wants to say thank you to all the veterans and especially his buddies of the Viet Nam era. He thinks of all his comrades who got wasted while he served in Viet Nam. There is a memorial in Washington D.C. to honor the women who did such a wonderful job. And God bless the USA. 
XI. Citizen’s Participation (Citizens are limited to 5 minutes per speaker)
Corky Mihalic – 24th St.
He spoke of government subsidized housing on 5th Street that used to be a school. He got reports that there are more drugs being delivered there than there is pizza.  He spoke about that there are more young people there at that facility than older people if they fit the criteria.  He is upset because he was told that when they shut down Griffin Heights over in Aliquippa, that people were told that there was no problem getting into Ambridge. To him it’s disgusting – Ambridge is a good town. He was told by many council presidents that if we disturb the county they won’t help us.  He said that he was always under the impression that if the public housing had a problem tenant that they would kick them out. Well, all you see in the paper is Crestview Village, Economy Village. I think our police department is tired of wrestling with them too. Its sad that now we have to pay workman’s’ comp claims because our policemen are getting hurt. We have to get a hold of someone from the Housing Authority and ask why are these same people who are getting in trouble, why aren’t they kicked out.  Why are drugs prevailing up there – the drugs are in America, but we need our town back. It’s embarrassing when relatives come from Pittsburgh and say that they were approached about drugs at what used to be an old age facility. He thinks the county should be responsible for their own housing project. Take some of the burden off of our police, even though its part of our town.  They left garbage over the hill for two years. The county laid off workers in order to save money so now we have to pick up the slack. We can’t be their butt wipe and that’s what we are right now.  They sold out the property on Locust Street to private owner and he read in the paper where there were shoot outs on the bridge going into the building and our police had to break in and wrestle with the people in the housing.  Some how “we” the residents of Ambridge have to take control of this town. We should shut them down, tear them down, we aren’t getting any money from them, we are putting money into them.  He knows he is beating on a dead horse, but that’s the bad part of Ambridge. 
Marlene Verygood – 652 Melrose Ave. 

She asked if the leaves are still being picked up. Ms. Denne states that yes they are and it goes according to your street sweeping day.  The unit was down last week and it was in for repair but now its running again. 
No one else wished to speak.

XII. Official Reports.
           Manager’s Report.
· Ms. Denne reports that Habitat for Humanity was in last week and we identified 4 households that will be rehabbed and two of these houses are already being prepared. There will be total of 6 houses in the Park Road & Maplewood area that will be completed within the next 18 months. They wanted to show that they were making a heavy impact on a particular area & wanted to focus on lower Ambridge. This is being funded thru a recovery act funds that only two communities in Beaver County were awarded. Ambridge and New Brighton were the two communities. 
· The proposal was put in for the grocery store. We made it thru the first phase and the consult was brought in from HUD to meet with myself and the developer.  They had additional question and we resubmitted to HUD. 
· The C.O.G. will be meeting here at Ambridge Borough on December 7th.  There are a lot of new initiatives going on and there is a new director. The director is working on municipal purchasing and share training. We are going to enter into an energy grant to update with LED lighting, heating and cooling for energy safe buildings.
· The Laughlin Library had their fund raiser this weekend and she saw a couple of familiar faces. They are celebrating 80th anniversary.

· The Polish Falcons are celebrating their 100th anniversary this weekend.

· If Council still wants to give free parking during the month of December, we need to take action. Mr. Cafarelli commented that we have always done that in the past, and he made the motion to do so again this year.  Some discussion on which day it should end, Ms. Denne recommended that it be January 1st of the New Year. Ms. Miller seconded. 

All in Favor: Ayes 6 – Nays -0.

Motion Passes.

            Engineer’s Report.
· Mr. Lemmon stated that he only had one item that was not covered. It is the proposed road repairs for next year. He has provided Ms. Denne with a breakdown of the four areas that the EPA, two that had subsidence last year and two are finishing streets that we started last year. 
             Motion made to accept the official reports made by Ms. Miller. Seconded by Mr. Dunn. 

             All in Favor: Ayes 6 – Nays 0.

             Motion Passes.

XIII. Adjournment

Motion made to adjourn made by Ms. Miller, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
All in Favor: Ayes 6 – Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

The meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  December 8th, 2009
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