MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Regular Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

September 8, 2009 - 7:00 PM
I. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. Roll Call

Present:  Bob Dunn, Orlando Gagliardi, Mike Mikulich, Tina Iorfido Miller, and Gerald C. McCoy, Joe Pucci

Absent:  Tony Cafarelli 
Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Carl Notarianni, Borough Manager/Secretary Kristen Denne, Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Mark Romutis, James Ivancik-Code Enforcement
III. Invocation

          Ms. Barb Costa, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry
IV. Pledge of Allegiance
V. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, September 8, 2009
General Fund Analysis

	$1,598,021.83
	General Fund Bank Account Balance 9/08/2009 4:00 pm.

	$13,616.38
	2008-2009 Outstanding Checks    9/08/2009 4:00 p.m.

	$1,584,405.45
	Available Balance   9/08/2009  4:00 p.m.


	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 

	Deposits:
	$68,413.50 

	 
	 

	Debits: 
	$170,840.72 

	-which include the following:
	

	   55     Checks
	$121,334.47 
	

	    1      Payroll (s)
	$49,506.25 
	


	Other Fund Balances as of  9/08/2009

	$75,584.94 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$157,370.87 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$15,500.00 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$39,194.14 
	Recreation Fund

	$333,092.64 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$620,742.59 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


VI. Boroughs Bills and Expenses
No questions or corrections
Motion made to pay the bills by Mr. Gagliardi, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
VII. Executive Session

Mr. McCoy asked for a motion to go into Executive Session on a personnel matter.

Mr. Dunn made the motion, Mr. Mikulich seconded. 

All in favor: Ayes~6, Nays~0.

Executive Session 7:04pm

VIII. Return from Executive Session

Return from Executive Session at 7:25pm

Motion to return from Executive session made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Ms. Miller

All in favor: Ayes~6, Nays~0.

Discussion on Executive Session was read by the Solicitor.

The Solicitor read aloud the motion that Robert Kuzma be suspended without pay pending the disposition of criminal charges that have been filed against Robert Kuzma in Federal Court of Western District of Pennsylvania.  Further disciplinary action may be taken depending upon the outcome of the criminal charges. Mr. Solicitor commented that he has read the motion and we need this motion stated in a particular way for the better interest of the Borough. 
Motion to accept the accept what the Solicitor just read for Officer Kuzma to be suspended without pay until the outcome of the trial made by Ms. Miller, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
IX. Citizen’s Participation on Agenda Items Only – (5 minutes per speaker)

Annette Ramica – 924 Melrose Ave.

She commented that she overheard at the festival this past weekend, another officer was talking to two people and (she didn’t know who the officer was) that they should have taken the handcuffs off of him before they beat him up.  She was appalled by this statement and when you are guilty you are guilty and she personally feels that Mr. Kuzma is taking the fall for everyone. She just wanted to say what she overheard.
X. Presentation

A proclamation was presented to Barb Costa by Mr. McCoy. He read aloud the proclamation. 

Ms. Costa thanked the President of Council- Mr. McCoy, the Borough Manager- Ms. Denne and the whole Borough Council for this honor. She is from Central New York and had every intention of moving back there after she attended school. However, she fell in love with the town of Ambridge and decided to stay (8 years ago this month).

Mr. McCoy commented that he is grateful that the Good Lord sent her to Ambridge and he is sure that the rest of Council feels the same.  
XI. Items for Discussion

1. Minimum Municipal obligation for 2010

Ms. Denne states that it is required by the pension laws that the MMO for the municipality has to be passed by the end of September each year. She read aloud the particular section that she wanted Council to focus on. She also commends the pension company for keeping our actuaries and our contributions and also our interest rates in check. She commented that the plan is working as it’s supposed to and that the State aid will completely cover our MMO for this year. 

Motion made to accept the MMO for this year made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Ms. Miller. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
2. Request from Creekside Springs

Mr. McCoy remarked that Council has the request from Creekside Springs and the only thing that he would like to add would be that they paint crossing lines and put a sign up that says pedestrian crossing. He commented that we have to work with the business people of Ambridge. His suggest that we approve it and send it to the Planning Commission. He asked Mr. Lemmon to call Creekside Springs and make the adjustments for pedestrian crossing.  Mr. Lemmon also commented that they may need to go to re-zoning because the ordinance won’t allow 150’ of curb cut. 





(continued)

Mr. Start commented they need a variance.  Mr. Lemmon states that they will need a curb cut application and a Zoning Board application. Ms. Denne states that she will work with zoning administration to go ahead with that. Mr. McCoy would still like to have Mr. Lemmon to ask them to add the pedestrian crossing, but the diagram does not show it. Mr. Mikulich made the motion to send this to Zoning and Planning Boards for approval. Mr. Dunn second. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

After the vote Mayor Notarianni asked if he could say something about the pedestrian crossings.  He remarked about the people for Good Samaritan wants a cross walk between the old Iron City and 8th St.- Mr. McCoy respectfully asked him to hold his thought about that until items not included in the agenda, its not concerned with Creekside Springs. 
3. Request for Handicapped Space @ 822 Kerr St.

Mr. McCoy commented that he 100% agrees with the police chief’s findings to deny this handicapped space. The police chief remarks that there is off street parking and there is no handicapped plate on the vehicle.  Mr. Dunn made the motion to reject the request, Mr. Gagliardi seconded. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
XII. Committee Report

1. Administration & Finance

Mr. Mikulich commented that he would like all department heads to get their information together so that we can get the budget meetings scheduled. 
Mr. McCoy commented that he noticed that the “hang zone” work has started and it is scheduled to be completed by mid-October.
2. Public Safety


Mr. Gagliardi didn’t have anything to report at this time
3. Public Works


Mr. Cafarelli isn’t present to give his report.





       (continued)

4. Recreation


Mr. Dunn is waiting to get a meeting with the AYA. Most of their coaches are now busy with the football Midgets, when season is done, he’ll get a meeting to see about what can be done @ Borough Park with the fields. Mr. McCoy asked Mr. Dunn’s opinion about putting in some pavilions in where the swimming pool used to be in the Borough Park. Mr. Dunn commented that they have been talking about that. Mr. McCoy remarked that Ms. Denne has applied for a grant to put in a bicycle and walking trails and a pavilions in the upper part, but if we are successful I would like to see us apply for a grant for a couple of pavilions in the area of old pool. Mr. Dunn commented that they were even thinking of a splash zone too.  Mr. Mikulich asked about a skateboard area. McCoy suggested that maybe we can put it here – that are is space here and we can utilize it as well. Mr. Dunn remarked that once they get done here we can see what we can do. Mr. Pucci asked when the work was going to being on 11th & Duss. Mr. McCoy replied today – they started today, he spoke to Jeff Stenzel the President of the Ambridge School Board and he said the target date for completion is mid October. Mr. Mikulich asked about spraying weeds on 10th St from Merchant St. to Maplewood Ave.  Ms. Denne commented that they will do the sidewalk but they won’t do the street, technically it’s the Borough’s.  Mr. McCoy commented that if you can get them to take care of the sidewalks, he’ll go and spray the street. Ms. Denne states that she’ll have it taken care of.  Ms. Miller asked about the stop signs being hidden by the tree on 15th & Merchant.  Mr. McCoy asked what her suggestion would be--he didn’t think they could move the stop sign. He asked the police chief what if any were the restrictions. Ms. Denne commented that its 40 inches from the corner, maybe a planter. We could move the tree. The Solicitor states that the stop signs have to be within conformity of Penn Dot specs, so you would have to move the tree. Mr. McCoy commented it’s a public safety issue, we should move the tree. 
      Motion to remove the tree and replace it with a planter on 15th & Merchant on both sides of the street made by Ms. Miller, Mr. Dunn seconded. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
XIII. Citizen’s Participation (Citizens are limited to 5 minutes per speaker)
Mark Crano – 817 Beaver Rd. 

He spoke of flags on the main street; the Borough flags are blocking some of the American flags. He counted the American flags between Memorial Day to 4th of July and there were only 9 flags in the whole town. He thought it was a disgrace and we should show more respect for the veterans. He also asked Mr. Solicitor about, hypothetically, misuse of grant money or pension fund money. Would Council member be malfeasance of their elected duty to make the Borough Manager prove to them where the money is going, signing off on bills and the budgets. The solicitor commented that from a criminal point of view that there would have to be some act of knowledge from some official that some other official was not doing their job. Mr. Crano commented that Pam Caskie was investigated for misuse of it and the old Council members that are here have not been held responsible 
                            (Continued)

themselves. He asked if it was the solicitor that decided not to file charges on her or if it was council who didn’t want to prosecute so they wouldn’t be held liable. The solicitor commented that he had no knowledge of or participated in any such discussion. Mr. McCoy states that he, Mr. Gagliardi and Mr. Cafarelli were on council at that time and they were always the minority. Mr. Crano commented it didn’t matter. Mr. McCoy commented that it did matter. Mr. Crano states that you would still be held liable for your malfeasance of your elected duties as not pressing charges to protect yourself.  Mr. Crano also asked why or if there was ever a line number on the monthly reports for past police brutality cases. Ms. Denne commented that it’s not on a report because it covered and paid out by the insurance carrier. Mr. Crano wanted to know if there were payments paid out by the insurance carrier. Mr. McCoy states that we can’t answer that question. Mr. Crano wanted to know why not it’s his tax money. Mr. McCoy corrected Mr. Crano in that it’s his tax money that pays the insurance company not what the insurance company pays out, maybe the police chief would know. Mr. Crano wanted to know if he called Jack Wagner would he know. Mr. McCoy commented that under the Right to Know law, Mr. Wagner could possibly request that information.  Mr. McCoy states that this Council has no knowledge of those facts. Mayor Notarianni comments that he know there has been. Mr. McCoy asked if he has seen it personally. Mayor Notarianni comments that he read it in the newspaper. Mr. Crano asked Mr. Mikulich if he had knowledge of past payments made to people from the insurance company for police brutality over the last 20 years. Mr. Mikulich commented over the course of time there has been. Mr. McCoy asked the Mayor if he believes everything he reads in the newspaper. Mayor Notarianni remarked that he is friends with one of the persons involved.  Mr. Gagliardi states to Mr. Crano that if he would research the previous minutes from those years he would see that himself, Mr. McCoy and Mr. Cafarelli were the minority and out voted on many issues. They were laughed at many times.  Mr. McCoy commented that when we brought it up to Council that the pension funds were improperly handled, we were shot down. Mr. Crano suggested that when it came time for charges to be filed it was swept under the rug. Mr. McCoy replied it wasn’t. 
Jack Firich -804 24th St. Ambridge
He spoke of two properties on Merchant St. 649 & 701 Merchant St. that he reported last year that practically had no roofs; you could stand on the sidewalk and see right thru their roofs. He also spoke of a third one 2000 block of Duss Ave, there is a playground behind a building that is falling down and there are kids running thru the falling down bldg, the windows are cracked, he wanted to know what’s being done about these buildings. Mr. McCoy replied the hold up is because the state budget hasn’t been passed and it’s now in the hands of County, Mr. Bianco. This 19th Street building and 135 2nd Street are in the program, he spoke personally spoke to Rocco and as soon as they get the state money –those two buildings will be torn down.  Mr. Firich asked about 649 & 701 Merchant St – Mr. Ivancik replied on the status: 701 Merchant the property has a repair planned, 649 Merchant St – the owner passed away some time ago and his understanding is that it is probate court. Mr. McCoy remarked to Mr. Firich that Mrs. Sheleheda the owner of the 19th Street building told him today that they put a fence up but he hasn’t driven down the alley to personally verify it yet. Mr. Mikulich states that 655 Melrose on that list, that would be great to get that eyesore out of the way. He also was notified this past week that Mr. John Ivancik cuts the grass at this address on his own and he should be commended. Mr. McCoy states that Mrs. Verygood and a number of other good volunteers that try and keep things looking nice in this town. They keep the flower beds in this town looking nice. 
No one else wished to speak.   
XIV. Engineer’s Report
The remaining catch basis work that needs to be done will begin next week.
XV. Borough Manager’s Report
· Ms. Denne has received 3 grants thru Dept of Community & Economic Development, which have been a long time coming due to the budget fiasco, it was due to come to us last budget season, we just got them now. $50,000.00 which is for demolition, one project is for 655 Melrose – being that Ambridge would be the owners, she would like to do a community garden there, and it’s within the Elm Street community project. Bob Mikush has spoken to her about the community garden, getting the seeds and the volunteers to share in the crop at the end of the summer. $20,000.000 will go for new traffic lighting, and $40,000.00 will go for a new dump truck for Public Works.  She reports that she could get 3 houses down including the legal work for acquisition for the Borough. We can put the properties out for bid or our own use, but personally she would like to see "parkletts". 
· Sept 26, there is a fund raiser at the Ambridge Regional where you can bring your electronics that you can’t put into your garbage, like TV, cell phones, stereos. The profits from this fund raiser will go towards Habitat for Humanity. 
· Request for the proposal for a grocery store is in the next process, she will be working with Pat Nardelli this week as to why it’s important for the money to come to Ambridge and not go out the door. 
· Finally a public meeting for the Municipal Authority at 6pm in the High School.
Mr. McCoy comments on the Borough Manager, he said that he hears quite often “what does you Borough do”. He just spoke to her today for the walking trails and the pavilions up in the Borough Park, which there is a great need for these items. She just read 3 grants to you that we were successful in receiving. She and Rob Matzie, our state representative, acquired which equates to $110,000.00 in 3 different grants.  She also helped the municipal authority get a 5 million dollar grant. On behalf of our Mayor I just want to say she is doing her job.  Mayor Notarianni commented that he thinks she is doing a good job.  More discussion on the Borough Manager doing her job and who should say what and it should be during the meeting. Ms. Denne states that her job is not about a popularity contest, it’s about doing the right thing. She can’t make everyone happy all of the time, if she did, she wouldn’t be doing her job. Mr. McCoy remarked that if everyone tired to make this a better town instead of stabbing people in the back, we would have a better town. Mayor Notarianni commented that he doesn’t think she is doing a good job but that’s his opinion and maybe the reason nobody tells Mr. McCoy that she isn’t doing a good job is because he wont’ do anything about it, but that’s what he hears. 
XVI. Items not included in the Agenda
· Mr. McCoy read aloud a letter from Mr. Heitzenrater dated September 8, 2009 withdrawing his candidacy for Civil Service Board.  Mr. McCoy states that they had one other candidate for that position it was Heather Fedorko. Motion made by Mr. Dunn to appoint the other candidate Heather Fedorko, seconded by Ms. Miller. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
· Mayor Notarianni remarked about the Merchant Street house that burned down a few years ago, Ms. Denne states that it was 135 Merchant. Mayor Notarianni comments that he was right after 2 yrs its still there. He states that he feels that the American Bridge old office building is an eye sore and why isn’t something being done about this building, the owners should be held responsible. Ms. Miller asked if we are fining them.  Mr. Ivancik commented that currently the building is up for Sheriff Sale, he doubts very much if we would be able to hold the owners responsible. Mr. McCoy remarked that in other words it’s in the hands of the county. 
· Mayor Notarianni also states that the people from Good Samaritan church would like a cross walk across 8th Street at Glenwood because a lot of people who attend church there park in the old Wall’s & old Iron City parking lots. Mr. McCoy referred the Mayor to talk to the state about that item, it’s a state road and the state has to approve anything on their roads. The Solicitor concurred. Ms. Denne commented that they had the state down there for a meeting at the parish, and it was denied. 
XVII. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Mikulich, Ms. Miller seconded.

All in favor ~6: Nays ~ 0.

Motion passes.

The meeting adjourned –8:35pm.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: September 22nd, 2009
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