MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Regular Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

May 26, 2009 – 7:00 pm
I. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

II. Roll Call

Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, Orlando Gagliardi, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and Gerald C. McCoy
          Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Carl Notarianni,  Borough Manager/Secretary Kristen Denne, Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Mark Romutis, Fire Chief David Drewnowski 
III. Invocation

           Otis, from the Center of Hope. 
IV. Pledge of Allegiance
· Mr. Mikulich asked Mr. McCoy to make a correction to the agenda. He would like an addition #7, the July 4th celebration at Walter Panek Park on July 3rd  for the Vol. Fire Dept. 

· Let the record show that council met in Executive Session for personnel reasons.
V. Citizen Participation on Agenda Item Only -  3 minutes per speaker. 

No one wished to speak. 
VI. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, May 26, 2009.
General Fund Analysis

	$1,709,962.97
	  General Fund Bank Account Balance 5/26/2009 4:00 pm.

	$10,890.51
	  2008-2009 Outstanding Checks    5/26/2009 4:00 p.m.

	$1,699,072.46
	Available Balance   5/26/2009  4:00 p.m.


	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 

	Deposits:
	$668,869.63 

	 
	 

	Debits: 
	$400,762.10 

	-which include the following:
	

	   57     Checks
	$85,135.90 
	

	    2      Payroll (s)
	$106,798.07 
	

	    1     Wire Txfer: Bond Payment
	$203,828.13 
	

	    1     Txfer: Fire Escrow Acct
	$5,000.00 
	 

	--Treasurer Report Continued on next Page.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Other Fund Balances as of  5/26/2009

	$75,534.02 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$10,399.53 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$15,961.75 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$39,167.73 
	Recreation Fund

	$332,868.24 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$473,931.27 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)

	
	
	
	
	


VII. Boroughs Bills and Expenses

Motion made to pay the bills by Mr. Mikulich, second by Ms. Miller.

           Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
VIII. Approval of Minutes 
1.  April 28, 2009

           Mr. McCoy had a correction on page 6. It says “Motion made the motion”. Ms. Denne states that she would check into who made the motion and have it corrected. 
             Motion to approve the minutes with this correction made by Mr. Mikulich and seconded by Ms. Miller. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
IX. NEW BUSINESS

1.    Results for 2009 Street Bids
       Mr. Lemmon opened 3 bids. Base bid represents the milling & resurfacing of 

       5th Street from Melrose to Duss: and Beaver Rd. from Duss to 6th : alternate bid

       would be to pave Beaver Rd. 

       A. Folino : bids $32,507.85 base bid  w/10% bid bond of Western Surety.
       Alternate bid: 32,433.50 (in addition to base bid)

       El Grande Industries: bids $31,463.00 base bid w/10% bid bond of Cincinnati Ins. Group

       Alternate bid:  $36, 714.90
      Youngblood Paving: $28,720.50 base bid  w/10% bid bond of Pa. National Mutual
      Alternate bid: $35,625.70






(Continued)

Mr. Mikulich makes a motion to send the bids to Mr. Lemmon, Borough Engineer for review, Mr. Pucci seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
2.    Ambridge Hang Zone
       Mr. McCoy states that everyone on heard results of our meeting.  Mr. McCoy asked for a motion to return the Hang Zone to the original form. Mr. Pucci made the motion, Mr. Mikulich seconded. Mr. Mikulich would like the Borough Engineer to be included in this motion so that Mr. Lemmon can oversee the wishes of council to return it to the original state. Mr. Lemmon commented that council needs to consider the Bocce courts and the gazebo also need to be put back. Mr. McCoy states that he didn’t think the Bocce courts went over too well, and the gazebo has already been moved. Mr. Lemmon asked if it is just going to be basketball courts and grassy area. Mr. McCoy asked the Engineer if the motion would have to exclude the Bocce Courts and the gazebo.  Engineer agreed. Mr. Pucci rephrased his motion to exclude the Bocce Courts and gazebo. Mr. Mikulich seconded the revised motion. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
3.    Vehicle Policy
        Mr. McCoy commented that council had ample time to review the Vehicle Policy written by Mr. Mikulich, which he feels is a good policy. Mr. Cafarelli made the motion to accept it. Mr. Pucci seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
4.    Final Payment to Exterior Systems –Amount $9,992.47

     Mr. McCoy commented that this is the final payment for the salt bins. 

       Mr. Mikulich made the motion to make the payment. Mr. Gagliardi seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
5.    Request for Donation by Ambridge Crime watch
Mr. McCoy remarked that the Crime Watch asked for $200.00 donation from the Borough.   Mr. Mikulich made the motion to donate the money, Ms. Miller seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
6.    Civil Service Commission
Mr. McCoy commented that the reason this is on the Agenda is because we have 3 people whose terms are about to expire at the end of July – before we test for new police officers, we need to have our board members appointed before any of the testing is thrown out because they are no longer on the committee. . He is hoping that the same people would re-apply for the board. We need to have Ms. Denne put a sheet on the door referring to the openings. Mr. Cafarelli asked if we were going to stager the terms of the new incoming board members and when will it take effect. Ms. Denne suggested that we should have one appointed for 1 year, one appointed for 2 years and 1 appointed for 3 years and the terms will begin August 1st.   Mr. McCoy asked of the Solicitor: what would happen if no one applies for those positions, would those people who are on the Board retain the position until we appoint someone? Mr. Start commented that he would have to look into the matter as certain boards and commissions this is applicable to because depending on the language of their appointment such as their term of appointment is for X number of years and until their successor is appointed. On other boards and commissions that is not in the code, so he would like to look into the matter first. Mr. Mikulich would like to Solicitor to get clarification on this matter. Mr. McCoy suggested to Council to bring in the independent Agency to give the tests, it would cost us $500.00 and there would be no bias in his testing. 
                                          (Continued)

Mr. Mikulich commented that the board would do that anyway, and he wasn’t sure if Council would have the authority to hire him over the board. The board does bring in a neutral party in to do the testing and then they do the interviews, they bring in 3 different police chiefs to do interviews.  The Solicitor commented that it is the Civil Service’s decision to bring in someone.  Mr. McCoy commented that we’ll see what happens with the opening of the position. Mr. Cafarelli asked if Bill Gamble (independent agency representative’s name) is supposed to be appointed by the Civil Service Board.  Has the Civil Service Board used him in the past? Mr. Mikulich and Mr. McCoy both answered yes. Mayor Notarianni asked the Solicitor if in case of emergency, the police force is depleted significantly, for instance next week, what would happen then with the board changing and terms running out? Mr. Start remarked under the Borough Code in the event of an emergency, the Mayor has certain powers, you would have to declare a state of emergency by Mayoral Proclamation, and then you would have the power to appoint policemen to serve in this emergency, just during the emergency. Mr. Mikulich remarked to the Mayor, that he would caution him on what he declares an emergency; just because he loses 3 or 4 officers might not constitute an emergency.  Mayor said what if they’re all on the same crew. Mr. Mikulich said then it’s up to you to change schedules. It is your responsibility to schedule those police officers to fit the needs of the Borough, not because they are on a certain schedule, they don’t have to stay on that certain schedule. The Solicitor commented that those are very good words of caution.  Mayor asked what would happen if an emergency would occur at 3pm and all five officers are scheduled for 7pm –there may not be enough time to protect the community. Mr. Mikulich remarked that it is his responsibility to fill the gaps, even if its overtime, but again he cautioned the Mayor on what he calls an emergency. Mr. Start suggested that he call a neighboring community to help with coverage. Mr. Pucci suggested that if they are short police officers, that he has the authority to ask the officers that are going off duty to stay. Mr. McCoy commented that it’s forced overtime. Mr. Pucci agreed, and if someone asked him to stay overtime for time and a half- he would stay. 
7. Ambridge Vol. Firemen’s 4th of July Celebration on July 3rd. 
Mr. McCoy asked for a motion to permit the Ambridge Fire Dept to allow the use of Walter Panek Park. Mr. Cafarelli made the motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn.  After the vote, Mr. McCoy commented to Mr. Firich that the Fire Department does an outstanding job every year.  Last years fire works was the best he has seen yet, and he is sure that this year will even be better. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Abstain

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 6  ~ 0. One abstain because he is involved in Fire Dept.
X. Other Unfinished Business
Mr. Mikulich commented about the pedestrian signs in the middle of the street. He states that he has witnessed buses that had to stop because the sign was in the way and there were cars parked on each side of the sign and if he would have continued the bus would have hit the sign.  He recommends that we take the sign and put them in gutter of the street and if we could put up poles and put bright signs on it that say “yield to pedestrians”. He feels that it would be safer to residents and visitors and drivers coming to our community. 




(continued) 

If you look at the signs each one has been hit.  Mr. McCoy would like the Borough Manager to call Monaca and see where they got those signs.  Mr. McCoy states that we have to make the motion with how many signs. Some discussion on how many signs, approx. 16 – Mr. Cafarelli suggested that Ms. Denne call Mr. Kokoski on Wednesday and get the exact number. Mr. Mikulich made a motion to order the correct number of signs, why wait, he feels that its imperative. Mr. Cafarelli seconded.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
Mayor Notarianni commented about the lids on the garbage cans. Mr. Cafarelli agreed. Ms. Denne suggested that we remove all the lids.  Mr. Cafarelli suggested that they are vented at the bottom so they don’t fill up with water and remove the lids.  Mr. Mikulich asked how often are they emptied. Ms. Denne commented once a week – on Mondays. 

Mr. Mikulich asked about street sweeper sweeping the Park ‘N Ride.  He wanted to know if it wasn’t a problem if the sweeper could do the Park N Ride to benefit the town. Mr. McCoy and Ms. Denne both agreed and would see to it. 
XI. Citizen Participation (5 minutes per speaker)
(The podium microphone seemed to be not working –
 some conversations in audible when many council & participant speaking at the same time)

A woman spoke, but could not hear her name or exact address other than Duss Ave
She mentioned that the whole second row was from the same area on Duss Ave. She spoke about the Creekside Springs trucks being parked and them getting tickets. They complained that the trucks have been there for months not days and they don’t know what to do about this. One lady’s husband is handicapped and the other lady works at home. One of the women mentioned that her back part of her car was on the yellow line and she received a ticket. Mr. McCoy asked her to clarify: because of the trucks being parked there illegally, you have no alternative parking on the other side of the street and gets ticketed. She then spoke about she talked to the Lieutenant and he told her not to move her car and she got a ticket. You can see the street is entirely lined with vehicles. She asked if those trucks were permitted to park there.  Mr. Pucci stated that it’s a loading and unloading zone and they are not supposed to be parked there. One lady moved her car all the way down to 4th, and it’s not a big inconvenience, but it is an inconvenience. If they would move one of those trucks we would all have a place to park. Another issue she states is the garbage of theirs, like the plastic containers and pallets. Mayor asked her to clarify: when you park on their side – they call the police on you because they can’t get their trucks in and they call the police on you. The woman answered yes, because they know who we are and we did get tickets. There are only 4 or 5 of us that do not have parking in the back alley and eventually I would like to build a car port, but for right now she says she is stuck and does not want to park her vehicle 15 miles away. 



(Continued)

 The other woman remarked that the issue is that the residents are getting tickets and they are not. Mr. McCoy states that it’s a police issue and he wants Mayor Notarianni to take care of this, and he asked Ms. Denne to have Code Enforcement check into the garbage issue. Mayor asked how long are they permitted to leave the trucks there? Mr. Pucci states as long as it takes to unload a truck. The audience woman said it should be 2 hrs – that is what the sign says.  She also mentioned that she asked the police chief when the yellow line became legal. 

He was very nice, but could not give them an answer. Mayor remarked that there is an ordinance, but for the sake of discussion lets say to make everyone happy, would it make the residents on Duss Ave happy if they moved the trucks on Thursdays (street sweeping day) – he also asked if those trucks are used for storage? The woman commented that she did not know what they were using the trucks for but when we are legally parked between the truck and the yellow line – we get a ticket because the Creekside people can’t walk over and ask us to move the vehicle. Mr. McCoy states that Mr. Cafarelli has brought up this subject time and time again and he would appreciate it if the police would look into it, because these people need a place to park on street sweeping days. The Mayor responded do you want me to look into it or do you want me to do something about it? Mr. Cafarelli states that the residents should give them their 2 ft (on either side of the curb cut) like everyone else has. The woman commented she does not want to get a ticket because we are on the yellow line.  The woman also said that the owner is a nice guy and they keep it clean with the exception of those trash bags.  But what about us, there wouldn’t be an issue if it wasn’t for the street sweeping. Mr. Mikulich mentioned that it’s a matter of where you can and can’t park during sweeping and I think we have addressed that. The woman mentioned that on Friday the trucks don’t get a ticket and the police drive right past them. Mr. McCoy comments that it’s not fair and he suggest that they follow the ordinance. Mr. Pucci commented that if our police can’t take care of this problem he’ll call the state police to take care of it. They should be able to park there to load and unload and that’s it. We have been talking about this situation at every meeting and it’s still not resolved. Mr. McCoy remarked that we should try and handle it internally first. 
Erica Wachtel – 211 Elm Rd. –Ambridge Pa

She wanted to thank everyone at the Borough including Water Authority, Council, Police Dept., Mayor Public Works, Police Chief, for Nationality Days – it was a huge success. She asked about the money we did spend for the Bocce Ball Court or the gazebo – if the school isn’t going to put that back are they going to reimburse us some money? Mr. McCoy commented that there won’t be any monetary owing from the school board because they moved the gazebo to where we wanted it. 
(microphone turned on by Mr. Mihalic when someone complained they couldn’t hear him)
Corky Mihalic – 728 -24th St. Ambridge Pa.
He spoke of conduit that was put in for lighting around the hang zone area for lighting. Mr. Lemmon agreed and commented that it was put in around the sidewalk at a later date. Mr. Mihalic suggested that if we could get 4 corner lights in, maybe even for the fall because we want things for our kids to do. For example at 5pm in October it would be nice for it to be lit for a few hours. For example they play that deck hockey all year long and if there were no light, they couldn’t play. It would keep our kids off the streets if there were lights. Maybe you can put it into the engineering study. Mayor Notarianni agreed, that kids ask him all the time for lights on these basketball courts. Mr. McCoy states that they’ll get in touch with Duquesne Light and find out what we can do. 
No one else wished to speak.

XII.  Official Reports.
 Motion to accept the office reports made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Gagliardi.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
XIII. Adjournment 
Motion for adjournment made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Gagliardi. 
 The motion to adjourn passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  June 23, 2009
Respectfully submitted, by Kristen Denne, Borough Manager

I herby certify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough of Ambridge Council for May 26, 2009.
_______________________________________________

Borough of Ambridge Seal
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