MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Regular Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

August 24, 2010 – 7:00 pm
I. Executive Session – Personnel matters.
II. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

III. Roll Call
Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, M.J. Flannery, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and Gerald C. McCoy, Mayor Rich D’Ambrosio
Administration and Staff Present:  Eric Kaunert Borough Manager,  Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Borough Engineer Representative Christopher Suehr, Police Chief Romutis, Fire chief Drewnowski, Zoning Officer Ivancik.

           *After roll call Mr. McCoy stated that Council members went into executive session on personnel matters prior to the meeting
IV. Invocation

           Ms. Barb Costa, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry
           She asked for moment of silence for Emil Stefanacci
V. Pledge of Allegiance
VI. Citizen’s Participation On/Off Agenda Items – (5 minutes per speaker)

Barbara Costa -1320 Church St.

She called attention to the flyers that she brought for the week of prayers, Monday thru Friday the week of Sept 13. begins @ 6pm.  Sponsored by an Ecumenical Group of Ambridge and has been existence for the last 4 years.  We start at a different place every night of the week.  We hope that everyone here will participate.
           Marty Wagner – 546 Pine St. 
           She was wondering if Council had any knowledge of any plans of a halfway house supposedly going in on the sixth and Pine? It’s the old convent house of St. Stanislaus. 
           She was asked if it had to be specialty zoned? Mr. Kaunert states that currently code enforcement staff is working with the Center for Hope to identify with the proposed use. They are currently checking the current ordinances are checking the use within the zoning ordinance. He took a tour of the building and they are doing some renovation within current codes and it will be determined if it is the proper use in this zoning district at the proper time. He asked the Center for Hope to identify who they will take in if they are approved by our code enforcement staff.  Any questions should be addressed to me directly at my office. 
           Angelo Messia – Crossing Guard
He advised Council that he will be retiring after 53 years of working for the borough; he was building inspector, street commissioner and now crossing guard. Now its time for him to rest. Mr. McCoy that it’s been a pleasure to have him as having employee for 53 years and every councilman here knows the importance of your jobs and we thank you for your service. 
Ken Bloomer – 500 Beaver Rd – Ambridge Towers 
He spoke of the restaurants in this town that do not have handicapped ramps. He asked restaurants to get a portable ramp; Maple is the only one that accommodates the handicapped people.  He can’t even get into Subway to get a sandwich. He was wondering if there is anything that Council can do to ask the restaurant people to do to accommodate the disabled.  Mr. Kaunert explained that the time will a restaurant has to be brought up to ADA standards is if they make any change of use or new business opens. The reason for this is because it’s very costly to bring a restaurant up to ADA Codes. This way the law is written. We can ask nicely, but they are not legally required according to the International Building Code which is the state code unless there is a change of use.  He was just at a meeting with representative Nancy and Sen. Vogel and they discussed this matter.  What he can do is we can send a letter out to local restaurants and ask them to put in a temporary ramp to accommodate their handicapped customers. 
Mr. Mikulich made the motion to permit our borough manager to send a letter asking restaurant owners to put in a temporary ramp, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
 Sylvia Basich – 38 Crestview Village & Pres. of the Resident’s Council.
She spoke of the near fatality in Crestview Village. She understands that the housing authority provides the funding for police protection in with the Midland, Beaver Falls, in Aliquippa. She understands that the borough doesn’t have the funds to hire extra policemen for the Crestview, Economy and Kennedy Apartments.  Everyone is in an uproar and she would like someone to explain this to her. This near fatality started in front of her house the day before. When the police were called and came up everyone scattered. Which you can see it does make a difference. She states that she heard there are 3 council members against this and maybe more. Mr. McCoy would like to know who gave her that information that Council member against it.  Mr. Kaunert address this issue, he is meeting with the Housing Authority and identifying information through the 911 center on the number of calls in the area once he receives all the information the Public Safety Committee and they will decide if they can put on the agenda for a vote. 
Ms. Basich asked if it is a possibility that the borough will compensate those funds that the housing authority does not cover. Mr. Kaunert states that there is a certain amount of money for certain amount of hours through the Housing Authority contract not just presser village but it would be all Housing Authority properties. And it is up to the committee to decide if we should move forward on.  Ms. Basich also asked about parking on Beech Street which is near Economy Village but their private homes, she would like to see parking on both sides of the street. There is enough street is why the.  Mr. Kaunert states that if it is a borough street, this is something for our Borough engineer to check in to for safety, and check with our fire chief to make sure our safety emergency vehicles will be able successfully navigate if cars were parked on both sides.
 Mr. McCoy states that before Council votes on anything it goes to committee, and the committee and then the Council will vote, so don’t always believe what you hear on the streets.
           Cora Pucci – 651 Glenwood Ave. 

She asked if the ice cream truck has to have a permit and if we limit them to where they can go with their ice cream truck. She talked about the boys practicing football at the ice cream truck comes around twice taunting the boys. Parents want to know if we can get a petition to prevent them from coming up there, as we have borrowed concession stand.  The Solicitor states it’s a public street in your permitted to go, they appear should just tell the children to buy their stuff at the concession stand. 
Corky Mihalic – 724 -24th St.

He sympathizes with the problems the people in there who live in the village. He thought there was a three strikes you’re out on a housing authority property and yet we keep seeing the same names appear in the paper. How could we afford as residents to keep policing up there when the housing authority won’t keep up with the rules on their own properties.  How many people are up there now from Pittsburgh area?   How much more are these people expecting us to pay for policeman, insurance and another expenses and these people do not police themselves. It’s not right for us to keep paying and paying. 
Mr. McCoy states it is a difficult situation and there was a stabbing on 14th St. and the person involved was not from Ambridge, and it’s a very difficult situation. 
Mr. Mihalic commented that after all the trouble one we had 24th St.- the police were called, the police were called,  the police were called and we (all the neighbors) finally had to go to the Housing Authority who then remove these people. Mayor D’Ambrosio commented that our police already patrol up there and the county is willing to reimburse us for some of that money.

Patty Sposaro – 503 Glenwood Ave.

She has three questions to ask, first for the past 3-4 years she has been reporting about a guy on 10th Street who put up a deck and has to climb out a window to go on to it,  he never got a permit – what’s been done about it. Secondly, there is a patch of sunflowers growing on the sidewalk on 8th & Lenz Ave and he’s got fences going across them. What is being done about that, it looks terrible. Third, she spoke to Cindy and Jim Ivancik about this situation – the guy that lives behind her has put hedges in the right way for the people that live there so they can take their garbage out, he put in addition on his house without a permit, and he’s put block walls up which she said milks nice but that’s not the point he never got a permit for any of this and he’s been harassing her for months and now she wants something done about it. Don’t you think the people that work for the borough she called residents back when they call and ask a question several times? You never hear from anybody, I work in an office and if someone calls me and if I can’t do anything about the situation,  I would at least call them back and tell them I can’t do anything about it but here from the Borough- no one ever calls you back. There’s a television set on 3rd Street it’s been on the sidewalk for over a month- Cindy’s been e-mailed she’s been called several times and it still sits there. There is a bag of garbage on Elm Road and we don’t know who to put it there. My sister-in-law has called Cindy several times and e-mailed her about this bag of garbage. Cindy nastily e-mailed my sister-in-law back and told her that she went through the garbage and she doesn’t know who it belongs to. Why did she just leave it there?  Why not have the Borough guys pick it up?  It looks terrible. Mr. McCoy asked if the garbage men have not picked this is bag. Ms. Sposaro commented garbage is picked up on Thursday and the garbage is been out there since Monday. Mr. McCoy asked her to get Eric the addresses for these situations and you look into. Ms. Sposaro asked why aren't the code enforcement officers here at the meeting to defend themselves? The police and the fire department are represented here why not the code enforcement. Is there not an ordinance to states garbage is only permitted to be out 24 hours in a day? Mr. Mikulich answered yes there is. Ms. Sposaro commented that Cindy told her sister-in-law there is no such ordinance.  Mr. McCoy asked her to get those addresses and get together with Eric; she agreed she would call his office. 
No one else wished to speak. 

VII. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.
           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, June 23, 2009.
General Fund Analysis

	$1,884,646.86
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -8/24/2010  -4:00 pm

	$56,319.89
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -8/24/2010  -4:00 pm

	$1,828,326.97
	Available Balance as of:                              -8/24/2010  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$342,160.89 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$369,486.81 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   81     Checks
	$141,168.29 
	
	 

	
	    2      Payroll (s)
	$117,447.28 
	
	 

	
	 Other Debits & Transfers
	$110,871.24 
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 


Other Fund Balances as of  8/24/2010   4:00 pm
	$171,965.56 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$151,389.37 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$30,655.35 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,815.84 
	Recreation Fund

	$333,702.75 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$726,528.87 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


VIII. Boroughs Bills and Expenses

The motion to approve to pay the Boroughs bills and expenses made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
IX. New Business:  

1. Approval of the new name for the Sports Complex at 11th & Duss Ave. to be H & H Sports Complex. 

Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Miller.


Mr. Mikulich asked if the committee could explain how they arrived at H&H sports complex name. Mr. Dunn explained that they had 35-40 entries to pick from, the reason we picked H&H because of some history with Ambridge – HH Robertson’s 
                                              (continued)


that was a big part of the Ambridge employment. Mr. Mikulich commented that he felt it was appropriate all so because of the H&H Robertson’s being just a few blocks down from the Park. Mr. Cafarelli asked Mr. Dunn half we are looking into a sign for the H&H sports complex? Mr. Dunn said yes.

All in favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.


Motion passes.


Mr. McCoy then introduced the student who submitted a new name for the borough complex Park Jarred Cunnard from Baden who goes to State Street School.


Mr. Cafarelli commented this gentleman just made history; it will be something to tell your grandchildren. Audience applauded. Mr. McCoy wanted to thank every one that submitted an entry, it was a very difficult decision, and there were many good entries.

2. Thank you to be sent out to “Do it Best” for the donation of paint for our Streetscapes.

Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

All in favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion passes.

3. Resolution for Closing Out Community Conservation partnership Grant Program.

Mr. Kaunert explained this was grant project for Walter Panek Park; there were some residents who volunteered for this project and Pashek & Assoc. who were the consultants for this project.  What this resolution is for is to close out and reimburse the dollars from that Park project.
Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Dunn.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0

4. Approval of Zanafest using Walter Panek Park Parking Area for their Event on August 27, 28, 29.

Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Pucci.
All in favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion passes.

5. Approval of Ambridge High School Band using the Grass Area at the Sports Complex Park during the month of August 2010.

Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Miller.

All in favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion passes.
6. Approval to pay Triangle Pet for June’s invoice.

Mr. Kaunert explained that he spoke to an employee of Triangle Pet and they came to some agreement on how they’re going to handle calls from the 911 center. And currently he is renegotiating the contract for the next quarter. Mr. Cafarelli asked if they were the only game in town as far as removal. Mr. Kaunert suggested he knew of no other removal company. Mr. Flannery asked Mr. Kaunert to explain the reimbursement program. Mr. Kaunert states the way the state reimburses Ambridge for the animals when there is no owner for the pet, they will notify the Department of Agriculture which in turn Ambridge receives a check, then we forward that money to Triangle Pet. It’s actually a wash for the Borough.
Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0

7. Acceptance of the Retirement of Philomena Whitehair.

Motion made by Mr. Mikulich with regrets. Seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

All in favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion passes.

Mr. McCoy asked the Mrs. White here approach the podium at this time. He read aloud the following proclamation:

Whereas the Ambridge Borough Council, the Mayor and Borough Manager on this day 
August 24th, 2010 wish to extend their gratitude to Philomena Whitehair –
or better known to everyone as “Foo”, who was employed by our Borough 
for 31 years as our Traffic Clerk & Receptionist.

Throughout her career at Ambridge Borough, Mrs. Whitehair made many good friends. 
Some residents, some employees, some visitors… 
but all admired her work ethic and her love of this community.

To a good friend and a valued employee, 
Ambridge community wishes Foo “Good Luck” 
on her well deserved retirement. 
The Employees, Ambridge Borough Council, the Mayor,
and the Borough Manager would like her to know 
what a tremendous difference she made in our town.

Mrs. Whitehair spoke of what an honor and privilege it was to work in this town, thru good times and bad. She will miss everyone and thanked everyone.  Mr. McCoy commented that she will be dearly missed around here. 
8. Enact Borough Staff to write ordinance regarding the Blocking of Driveways/Garages

Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
9. Borough Council to Approve 100% Reimbursement of Costs for Civil Service Sergeants Promotion Test.

Motion made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Mikulich

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	


                     Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
10. Enact Borough Staff to Obtain Clean Fill for Walter Panek Park.

Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.
All in Favor:  Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes

11. Approval to Plan for Volleyball Court at the 11th Street Sports Complex Park.

Motion made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Dunn

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
12. Approval to obtain Hockey Nets for the 11th Street Sports Complex Park

Mr. McCoy asked Mr. Kaunert if he wanted to check and see if we can get those hockey nets for free before we make the motion. Mr. Kaunert states that the motion is to obtain and he will look into the most efficient way first. 





(continued)


Motion made by Mr. Mikulich that we obtain the information, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
13. Thank you to Police & Fire Departments for their help at the 2010 Fireworks.
Mr. McCoy states that every year the fire department in the police went to do a wonderful job. He asked for a motion to send a thank you letter.

Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn
All in Favor:  Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.
X. Other Unfinished Business

Mr. Mikulich states that he has a brochure from The Banks St., Valley road reunion that has been held every year since 1974 in September. He spoke to the chairman of the reunion and they are trying to obtain a piece of property down on at first St. area to put up a monument in honor of the people who lived in that area. He spoke of what that area will like back in those days. If anyone wants to see the brochure, he has a copy. He also states that in the past borough has donated for an advertisement.
XI. Official Report
1. Manager’s Report

Mr. Kaunert states that some the things you’re working on in the borough are the demolition of 655 Melrose as well as 1910 Duss Ave.  We have also received a land development and sub division application for the Northern Ambridge retail center which will go before the planning commission this week concerning the property right across from the borough building. On the administration side we have installed Google apps on our computer which does nothing for exterior of the borough but it helps our offices function better.  A plug for the fire department they have a yard sale going on the 28th. The public works department has been painting poles, of which the paint was donated by DO IT BEST; a vote was taken earlier tonight to send them a thank you letter. The county prison workers be assisting on that project and it will be very little cost to the borough. Mr. McCoy asked if the public is permitted to come to this planning commission meeting. Mr. Kaunert states the public is welcome it will be Thursday at 7 PM and they are permitted to attend.
2. Engineers Report

           Request made to pay the final bill for Palmieri Construction, Inc. for the 15th St., Project, with the final cost of $8,297.25.
           Motion made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Pucci
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
           (Engineer’s report partially inaudible.)

Update on northern Ambridge development project – we did receive (inaudible) report and it is currently under (inaudible).  The balance of his report in audible. Mr. McCoy states for the public knowledge 6th Street project goes from Merchant to Olive Lane on 6th St., and the project on 14th St. goes from Merchant St. to Duss Ave.
           Mr. Mikulich commented to Mrs. Whitehair – he wanted to thank her for her loyalty and her friendship and hard work here at the Borough. 

XII. Adjournment

Mr. Flannery made the motion to adjourn, Mr. Mikulich seconded. 
All in Favor:  Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion passes.
The meeting adjourned. 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  September 14th, 2010
9
8

