



MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Workshop Meeting
Ambridge Municipal Complex

September 14th, 2010 – 7:00 pm
I. Executive Session – Personnel Matters
II. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

III. Roll Call
Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, M.J. Flannery, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and Gerald C. McCoy

Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Rich D’Ambrosio, Borough Manager Eric Kaunert, Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Romutis, Fire Chief Drewnowski, Zoning Officer Ivancik, Dept of Public Works –Don Larrick Jr.
IV. Invocation

Ryan Hughes, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry
V. Pledge of Allegiance
VI. Citizen’s Participation on/off Agenda Items Only – (5 minutes per speaker)

Marty Wagner – 546 Pine St.

She had a couple of questions. First, has Council already approved the request by New Hope Community Church for Half Way House? Mr. McCoy replied yes it’s been approved. She asked if Code Enforcement representative is here, Mr. Ivancik replied yes. She asked for a copy of the code, is it dated and was it revised and when.  This organization came into Ambridge in 2006 and she wanted to know if the code was changed after 2006 to guarantee this organization’s request.  She read aloud parts of a letter that she received; it was a copy of a letter from the organization to Council. She commented that this was temporary house to those men, what does that mean to you: 2 weeks, 1 year, or 5 years. Where will these men come from: Ambridge area only, Beaver County, Pennsylvania, out of state or out of the country? Their letter states that they are an international organization. Will some of these men come from other countries, how about prisoners? Who is paying for this? Not taxpayers? They are a non profit organization. She doesn’t see many people in their congregation. Are they funded by a corporation? Don’t you think they should have introduced themselves to the neighbors?  They state that all the men residents will have a background check. Will they do that? She remarks that the letter states that all men will remain drug, alcohol and smoke free while participating in the program. If not, what then. The letter states that these men will be in constant supervision: what does that mean? Will someone be by their side every minute, will they lock them in at night. They also state that these men will be upstanding citizens. How do they know this…if they are dismissed out of the program, how do you know they won’t come back and retaliate on the neighborhood? They are going to offer basic computer classes. Where are these people going to park? She states that she is disabled herself and parking in the neighborhood is a premium. She lives alone and her safety concerns her. She objects to this proposed ½ way house. They will teach Christian values: good. They will use the Bible as their guide: good.                                         





(Continued)

Then why don’t these men stay at home and read their Bible. Why do they have to house them? They can’t guarantee our safety. She had a brother who was a drug addict and alcoholic and 
lived with her. She saw first hand what this addiction did to her brother. He was always in trouble.  
Janet Calderelli – 601 Beaver Rd.

She asked about this ½ way house also. She wanted to know if these men were going to be drug and alcohol tested to be sure? Mr. Kaunert asked if she wished to state that she agreed with Ms. Wagner’s statement that’s fine, but we don’t want reiterate. She commented that her property values will go down, they want to know if they are permitted to have their friends or girlfriends over? Are they going to be able to smuggle contraband in? These issues have to be addressed by Council, Chief of Police and the Mayor. She is against having this type of home in her neighborhood.  Mr. McCoy states that Mr. Kaunert he is setting up a meeting with the Public Safety Committee and the Mayor to address these concerns.  The gentleman who will be over seeing this ½ way house will be at our regular meeting on the 28th to answer any of our concerns. The Solicitor remarked that it’s possible that we need another meeting because these residents have very serious concerns. This board recognizes the concerns of the residents. So the residents understand where this issues is in the process, in the zoning laws in a town, certain uses are permitted. These people came here with an application to use these premises within the laws allowed. However, this doesn’t mean that we turn a blind eye or do diligence for these people coming into our community. We understand your concerns and we are not turning a deaf ear to your concerns. 
Larry Nobile – 605 Pine St
He lives 2 blocks from the proposed shelter and the other two ladies pretty much covered all his concerns, but the other issued he wanted to bring to light was they had a yard sale there selling everything that was left from the convent. He was told that the reason for this yard sale was to raise money for this drug and alcohol center. A few weeks prior another neighbor, Mrs. O’Brien heard a loudspeaker outside and went to investigate. She found that there were 40 people outside the old convent, not inside, but outside. The one person speaking said “I was heavy into drugs and I found the Lord.” This scares him. On the information flyer it states “we are one of the largest charismatic Pentecostal Church Domination of the world”. He continues to explain that what he was told these are the people who are protesting at the deceased soldier’s funerals and cemeteries all over the world. Mr. McCoy asked if anyone has any further questions to please get them to Eric Kaunert the Borough Manager so that he can get them on the agenda for that meeting with these folks. 
Bill Balkovic – 1663 Henrici St.

He commented that a while back Council had talked about putting in speed limit signs on the new 911 road; he was wondering what ever happened to that plan. We have seen cars fly thru that street like it was a chase scene in a movie. He also asked about the Foodland Area. Can we get in there and level it off and clean it up a little. It looks terrible. Mr. Kaunert states that the redevelopment authority and the developer by contract are required to put in a road that continues Merchant St to match up with Henrici Street and continues to Rte 65, and per contract is to be done by 2013. Mr. Balkovic asked if the road going to the new 911 center has a name. He comments that the areas near the new road and Merchant St. that is turning into garbage dump. He also asked about a building near 16th Street it was the old Rent-All building – the weeds are 2-3 feet high and it’s looking a mess. Ms. Orlowski the Code Enforcement Officer was present at the meeting and said that she mailed out a letter today to the owner of the property (from North Carolina) to cut the grass. 
Ross McCoy -1700 Duss Ave.

He asked a question on item #4 – He wanted to know if it was public information on how much was being paid even if it was being paid by insurance company.  The Solicitor states that yes it will be public information once the paperwork is signed. 
Mary Ann Janicki – 536 Pine St.

She lives across from the new community church. Mr. Noble and she went around with a petition in opposition to the new homeless men’s shelter going into the convent. She asked if she can present it to Council. Mr. McCoy stated yes. Ms. Janicki gave Mr. McCoy her petition. She also commented that she agrees with Ms. Wagner. 

Doug McCombie – 638 Maplewood Ave.

He asked the Borough Engineer about the sidewalk across from the church on 7th Street. That sidewalk was poured over the winter and it’s cracked, actually it cracked right away.  The engineer commented that he will have to take it up with the municipal authority. They were the ones who contracted the work there.  Mr. McCombie commented that he saw in another town that the guy who collects the parking meter money has a trash can along with the money collection devise and as he goes along he picks up any trash. He has seen our guy walk right past trash on the sidewalk. He was wondering is we could so the same. Mr. Cafarelli commented that the owner of the property is responsible for the sidewalk. Mr. McCombie commented that sometimes the owner of the property doesn’t see it right away and we shouldn’t just walk past it either.  Mr. McCoy commented that they will look into the cracked sidewalk issue. 
Joseph Port – 801 Eleventh St.

His father-in-law is Mr. Noble and he agrees with some of their concerns. He used to be employed as a correctional officer at the B.C. Jail and as the police chief can tell you these same people will reoffend over and over and over again. Drug testing definitely needs to be done. There is already a homeless shelter on 10th & Beaver we don’t need another one with people who will reoffend. He states that he has personally seen it where someone was released and has been brought back to jail within hours of being released. Something needs to be done. 

Mr. McCoy reiterated the questions should be given to Mr. Kaunert for the committee agenda and then the public meeting will be after the committee meeting. 

VII. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm Monday September 13th, 2010.
                       General Fund Analysis
	                            **Please Note: All figures are as of Monday Sept. 13th, 2010 **

	$1,768,043.14
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -9/13/2010  -4:00 pm

	$56,089.84
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -9/13/2010  -4:00 pm

	$1,711,953.30
	Available Balance as of:                              -9/13/2010  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$64,921.21 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$135,290.86 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   63     Checks
	$80,803.15 
	
	 

	
	    1      Payroll (s)
	$54,321.74 
	
	 

	
	    2      Other Debits
	$165.97 
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 


Other Fund Balances as of  9/13/2010   4:00 pm
	$171,992.96 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$151,415.09 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$30,655.35 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,822.43 
	Recreation Fund

	$333,759.43 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$726,645.26 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


VIII. Boroughs Bills and Expenses


The motion to approve the Boroughs bills and expenses made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Not Avail.
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
IX. New Business:  

1. Thank you letter to the Warden of Beaver County Jail.

Mr. McCoy commented that Mr. Pucci was very instrumental in obtaining these workers to help Ambridge on these clean up details. He would like a motion to send a letter to the Warden and Mr. Pucci.
Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Mikulich

All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.
2. Thank you letter to the ARDC for Donation to paint the signal poles black.

Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Miller.

All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.
3. Approval to engage in an agreement with Beaver County Housing Authority to provide an additional Public Safety Office on Housing Authority Property.

Mr. Pucci states that it is his understanding that this will be of no cost to the Borough. Mr. McCoy remarked that is correct. Mr. Pucci made the motion, Mr. Flannery seconded. Mr. Mikulich asked what happens if the officer gets hurt while he is up there. Mr. McCoy states that he would be on our clock and while he is working up there he is also available to our police force any time they need him. Mayor concurred.  He feels that we would be turning down $25,000.00 in funding. Mr. McCoy reiterated that we can pull that officer at any time. Mr. Mikulich asked if this officer will be protecting our town as well while he is going from complex to complex. Mayor states yes.  Mr. Cafarelli asked about an officer coming off a 12 hr shift is he permitted to work an additional 5 hrs up there. Chief Romutis states that because of fatigue, they are only permitted to do an 18 hr shift. Mr. Mikulich asked if they would be fatigued after 18 hrs. Chief Romutis states that many times an officer has to get up to be at the Court House then he has to appear at the Magistrates for another hour or two and be out for duty at 7pm. It’s just something that we deal with during our careers and that it affects everyone differently. Mr. McCoy asked the Mayor and the Chief if at all possible if we can avoid this situation. Mayor comments that it might be difficult but they will try.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
4. Motion to consent to the settlement agreed to by the Borough’s insurance company to settle the claim filed on behalf of David Baker against the Borough of Ambridge. All settlement monies are being paid by the insurance company.
Mr. Flannery made the motion, Mr. Mikulich seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
5. Request for Handicapped Space at 546 Pine St. 

Motion made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mrs. Miller
All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

X. Committee Reports
1.  Administration and Finance

     Mr. Mikulich comments they had only one meeting. Discussion concerned insurances for the Borough, looking at Google apps that has been installed and helps improve our efficiency in the offices, we are looking at our phone system, we have 3 quotes and we will make improvements to the administration office as a whole, since we had one retirement. Mr. Kaunert has been working diligently and getting the budget in order.

2.  Public Safety

Mr. Pucci states that they are working on Civil Service for police dept and fire dept., and some things in the community.

3.
Public Works

     Mr. Cafarelli states that all state inspection on all vehicles has to be completed and the leaf pick up to begin in October. (Tape turned over) He commented also that they are looking into hiring another public works laborer. 
4.  Recreation 

     Mr. Dunn commented that they are working on cleaning up and filling in the old swimming pool in Panek Park. We are also in the process of getting hockey nets put in our H & H Park. 
Mr. Mikulich commented on the article that appear in the Times about the two girls who are determined to raise $150,000.00 to build tennis courts at the Jr. High. In this article it states that the Ambridge Borough Officials had the opportunity to rebuild the tennis courts at H & H Park but declined due to the lack of interest.  Mr. Mikulich commented that we didn’t decline because of lack of interest; it was because the school board reneged on their contract with the building on 8th St. and they didn’t tell the Council in the first place that they building didn’t belong to them- it belonged to the Federal Government. The property on 11th Street it belongs to the Borough and because our citizens didn’t want the tennis courts either. Mr. Pucci commented that Council voluntarily offered them property at Panek Park and they declined. Mr. Cafarelli states that at the meeting with the superintendent, Bob Dunn and Mike Mikulich were also present at that meeting, we gave them 2 courts, but they wanted 5 and they didn’t want just 2. Mr. Mikulich commented that the reasoning behind not wanting it up at Panek Park was because they didn’t want their students to be bused there, they just wanted them to walk out of the door and be at the courts, and now they’re going to have to be bused to the Jr. High anyway and that’s where we suggested they put it in the first place. Mr. McCoy stated that is angers him because of the fact that the school board used the property during the construction of the new school and our kids got nothing after the construction was over. They didn’t want 2 courts, they wanted 5. 
XI. Engineer’s  Report
6th Street project a meeting is being set up for next week.  He is inviting the municipal authority to this meeting so that their sewer project will be coordinated with our project.

Mr. Flannery asked about the handicapped access in front of 601 Bar and Viores is still asphalt: is there a reason for that? Mr. Lemmon states that is temporary until the project is completed. 

Mr. Cafarelli asked about the sanitary line on 11th Street & Merchant: is that being taken care of? Mr. Lemmon states not as far as he knows, and the municipal authority is working on it.
XII. Manager’s Report
Mr. Kaunert states that Codes Dept they are working on Northern Ambridge Retail Center brought before the Planning Commission and will be brought in front of the Council on the 28th of this month. Also 1910 Duss Ave. has been demolished. Administration & Finance we are reconfiguring the office situation since Mrs. Whitehair retirement and he thanked the office staff for taking care of things that Mrs. Whitehair used to take care of.  In the Fire Dept working thru the boat purchased for rescues on the river. On Public Works we are looking into signs and signal pole and cross walk painting and some of the inmates have been working with us for the last month now and have been doing a good job. Parks & Rec. we are still moving fill to Panek Park – and he wanted to thank Ralph Unis for providing us with some fill that is actually coming from the field across from the Borough bldg., our public works trucks have been transporting the dirt, and the hockey nets will be done before the end of this month.  Mr. Kaunert also clarified the demolition addresses as being 1910 Duss Ave and 135 Merchant Street and 635 Melrose. Mr. Cafarelli commented that we have been waiting for years on both 135 Merchant and 635 Melrose.
XIII. Items not included in the Agenda
Mr. McCoy asked Council permission to send the school board a message that we are still willing to permit them to put up tennis courts at the Panek Park and it would be in the middle of the school district’s properties.  Mr. McCoy states we are willing to permit them to construct the tennis courts on Borough property but we won’t pay for them. Council members agreed and asked Mr. Kaunert to write a letter.
Mr. McCoy states that he is extremely proud of all the council members and the Borough Mgr. for having meetings almost monthly. He states that he wanted them at least quarterly but they have been doing a great job and having them monthly. Thank you.

Mr. Mikulich took this opportunity to mention that the Fire Dept dog Sadie had passed on. She was 14 yrs old and got sick. 

Mr. Flannery wanted to mention the annual Ambridge Prayer Walk is meeting tomorrow night at St. Peter & Paul at 6pm 

XIV. Adjournment
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes: 7 – 0.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  September 28th, 2010
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