MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Workshop Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

August 25th, 2009– 7:00 pm
I. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. Roll Call

Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, and Gerald C. McCoy
Absent:  Orlando Gagliardi, Joe Pucci

Administration and Staff Present:  Borough Manager/Secretary Kristen Denne, Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Romutis
III. Invocation

           Ms. Barb Costa, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry
IV. Pledge of Allegiance
Introduction of a new police officer.
Mr. McCoy turned the floor over to the new police officer. 

Dave Gasparovich introduced himself. Chief Romutis commented that this is his first day in uniform; he is now in the officer training program. 
V. Citizen’s Participation on Agenda Items Only – (5 minutes per speaker)

           No one wished to speak. 
VI. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

1.  July 28th, 2009

         Mr. Mikulich commented on page 12, section X, line 9, the correction should be Mr. Cafarelli, not Ms. Cafarelli.  

                Mr. McCoy commented about a correction on page 1, section V. line 16, Mr. McCoy explains that it’s not because Mr. Mikulich is on council, it’s because he already serves on our Tree Commission in addition to on Borough Council. 
                Mr. McCoy commented about page 11, item 13, Mr. Cafarelli made the motion, and Mr. Duss seconded – it should read Mr. Dunn. 

                A motion was made by Mr. Cafarelli to accept the minutes with the corrections, Mr. Dunn seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 5 – 0.

VII. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, August 25, 2009.
	Treasurer's Report

	August 25, 2009

	 

	General Fund Analysis

	$1,701,884.83
	General Fund Bank Account Balance 8/25/2009 4:00 pm.

	$6,624.02
	2008-2009 Outstanding Checks    8/25/2009 4:00 p.m.

	$1,695,260.81
	Available Balance   8/25/2009  4:00 p.m.

	Treasurer's General Fund NOTES:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$310,334.44 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$287,445.90 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	  107      Checks
	$185,401.20 
	
	 

	
	    2      Payroll (s)
	$102,064.70 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	Other Fund Balances as of  8/25/2009

	$75,572.10 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$157,344.14 
	Liquid Fuels Fund  **

	$15,961.75 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$39,187.48 
	Recreation Fund

	$333,036.00 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$621,101.47 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


** Includes a deposit from Pa. Treasury on July 9th - into Liq.Fuels  that  was included but not detailed on July TR
VIII. Boroughs Bills and Expenses

No questions or corrections. Motion to accept and pay bills made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 5 – 0.

Mr. McCoy asked for an executive session for personnel reasons. Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Cafarelli seconded.  
All in Favor – Ayes ~ 5: Nays 0.

Motion passes.

Executive session @ 7:08pm

Return from executive session at 7:17pm 

Motion to return from executive session concerning personnel matters made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded Mr. Cafarelli. 

All in Favor – Ayes ~ 5: Nays 0.

Motion passes. 
IX. New Business:  

1. Final Payment to Youngblood Paving in the amount of $25,524.50 for Bituminous   Road Improvements. 
      Mr. McCoy remarked that he was appreciative of Mr. Lemmon for overseeing that project. Mr. Lemmon states that we saved $3196.00.  Mr. Cafarelli made the motion to pay that bill. Mr. Dunn seconded. 

2.   Requests for Street Closures for Old Economy Village
  Mr. McCoy commented that this is an ongoing event, they do it every year. Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve the request, Ms. Miller seconded. 

  All in Favor – Ayes ~ 5: Nays 0.

  Motion passes. 
3. Recruit Training Program – Police Dept.
Chief Romutis explained that he has been working on this field training for almost 2 yrs, and he believes that we are the only police dept. in the Beaver County that has this field training officer program. He feels that it limits liability. The Borough also has a choice of officers who are trained rather than not trained at all. We did a dry run and it seems to be working. Officer Jameson went through the field training course and we did a little tweaking of it, we added and subtracted some things. He (Romutis) put the whole thing together made a copy for everyone. He asked Mr. Start if he reviewed the program yet.  Mr. Start, the Solicitor did review & give it his legal approval.  Chief Romutis commented that it does give us some recourse for officers that are not performing up to standards and they can be retrained. Mr. McCoy commented that he feels it a very good police training program. Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve the program, Mr. Dunn seconded. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	


                  Motion Passes 5 – 0.

Mr. McCoy asked for a motion (that was not on the agenda) to advertise for part time police officers and firemen. Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Ms. Miller. .  Chief Romutis asked if it was possible to put in his request for open enrollment into the same advertisement for part time officers. Ms. Denne commented that part time officers are separate from full time officers in Civil Service. Mr. McCoy asked Chief Romutis to bring it up on the next agenda.   Mr. Cafarelli asked if the process will start immediately. Mr. McCoy replied yes. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	


                  Motion Passes 5 – 0.

             After the vote: Mr. Mikulich states that he commends the Mayor and the Police Chief and everyone who worked on  putting this program together for the police officers training. Mr. McCoy agreed. 

             Mr. Mikulich also request that a letter go out to the Civil Service Commission saying that Council requested a testing procedure. Mr. McCoy agreed.
4. Request from Castlebrook Development
Mr. Lemmon explained that Castlebrook is asking for an extension of time for the curb cuts mainly because they are not sure of how the parcels will be developed. They are asking for an extension of only 18 months. Mr. McCoy commented he is in favor of this. Mr. Mikulich makes the motion to approve, Mr. Dunn seconded.  Mr. Cafarelli asked Mr. Lemmon if this is the maximum time before they put in the concrete curb not the rolled curb because everyone comes here and makes promises and sometimes they don’t follow through, I just want to make sure it’s in writing. Mr. McCoy states it was in writing and in the packets. Mr. Lemmon commented that these people have worked well with us all along the way. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 5 – 0.

5. Request from St. Mary’s Coptic Church

      Some discussion about doing both requests from St. Mary’s Coptic Church at the same time.  The Solicitor commented that they could do it as one item. 

      Mr. McCoy states one request is for bumps on the road to control traffic, we can not grant this request because it’s not legal to do in the state of Pennsylvania on a public thoroughfare.  The second request was for exoneration for property taxes, and we said before that we would go with what the school board did. And at this time the school board has granted exoneration.  At this time, we can not approve the bumps, however, on the taxes we should follow suit with the School Board. Mr. Mikulich commented that it was an alley not a main road, why couldn’t they put speed bumps. The Solicitor commented that if they are put in, you do so at your own risk. He once represented a family whose member was riding their bike over a speed bump, flew off the handle bars, broke his neck and died. The family ultimately received a settlement of over 7 figures.  Mr. Mikulich commented that Housing Authority requested speed bumps in Crestview Village.  Mr. McCoy suggested that the church should do is a counter proposal for signs that state “Watch Children” or “Slow Children” – the Solicitor commented that there are a number of things that can be done instead of speed bumps.  Mr. Mikulich suggested that we do something now, such as signs in the alley or lines painted on the road instead of delaying until next meeting. Mr. Start agreed, it can be done now (a motion to deny speed bumps) but approve the application of other speed deterrents. 
      Motion to reject the request for speed bumps in the alley behind St. Mary’s Coptic Church made by Mr. Cafarelli, Mr. Mikulich seconded. 
       All in Favor – Ayes 5 ~ Nays 0.

      Motion to exonerate the taxes for St. Mary’s Coptic Church made by Mr. Dunn.

      Seconded by Ms. Miller.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 5 – 0.

      Motion to put up signs “Slow children crossing” in the alley behind St. Mary’s Coptic Church, and put markings across the street to indicate a path for the children to walk was made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.  Mr. McCoy asked a member of the audience if he was affiliated with the church and his reply was yes. Mr. McCoy asked if this proposal was sufficient for the church and the reply was yes. Mr. Cafarelli asked Mr. Lemmon to meet with Public Works to indicate to them what should be done.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 5 – 0.

6. Tax Exoneration of St. Mary’s Coptic Church

      See above vote.

7. Resignation of Robert Seevers

   Motion to accept the resignation made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.    
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Abstain
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	


   Motion Passes 4 – 0: 1 abstain.
8. Penn Dot Resolution

                Ms. Denne explains that Penn Dot is taking all their forms and transfers electronically but they official want resolutions from the municipalities. Ms. Miller asked by Mr. Pucci’s name was on this form. Ms. Denne states that it only needed 4 signatures. Mr. Mikulich makes the motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	


   Motion Passes 5 – 0
9. Appointment to County Tax Collection Board.

Mr. McCoy explains that we must have a representative from the Borough and they requested it be someone who has a background in taxes or CPA qualities. He would like the Council to appoint Kristen Denne and himself as an alternate. This is essential that it be done today.  Unless someone else has another suggestion, I am suggesting Kristen because she has a background in accounting. The motion to appoint Kristen Denne and Duke McCoy as alternate made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	


   Motion Passes 5 - 0.
10. Job Description for Department of Public Works Laborer

                Mr. Cafarelli noted that they had a committee meeting concerning this position. They discussed two part time positions for public works. They came up with a job description. 




(Continued)

   He turned over the floor to Ms. Denne to give the description. She indicated that they went over several drafts on describing the type of requirements that the job seeker will need to possess. Ms. Denne continued to read the ad that will be placed in the paper.  Mr. McCoy states that it is time that we implement these standards of employment policy within the Borough, that we get people with the proper training.   
                Motion to accept the job description for laborer made by Mr. Mikulich and seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	


   Motion Passes 5 - 0.
X. Other Unfinished Business
· Mr. McCoy asked Council to give Ms. Barb Costa a proclamation for providing clergy   for the Borough Council meetings for so many years.  Mr. Cafarelli makes to motion, Mr. Mikulich seconds. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	


   Motion Passes 5 - 0.
· Mr. Mikulich asked if council could have a pension representative available at the next meeting to discuss all three pensions programs. Ms. Denne commented that it would be no problem. Mr. McCoy agreed.  

· Mr. Mikulich stated that the Municipal Authority is sending out letters again about outside drainage, or a garage or driveway drain. He brought his letter he received. He talked about his downspouts that were taken care of years ago as the DEP required, which they scared everyone to death. He commented that he realizes that the DEP wants the Authority to make sure that the storm water is not mixed in with the sanitary lines.  He received many phone calls concerning this issue.   Mr. Cafarelli also commented that he received a phone call from a lady who corrected her downspouts two years ago and has a double car garage that comes off of Lenz that has a drain, he commented how much that would cost to rip that out like the Municipal Authority wants, you could buy a car. Mr. McCoy commented that it wasn’t the Municipal Authority that it is requiring this, it’s the DEP.  Ms. Denne states that there were 350 letters sent out to the community. In those letters they are stating that they are going be on your property doing a dye test of those drains. From that dye test they will then have 
(Continued)
someone inform you if your drains are problematic. Ms. Denne continued that this is not the Borough, and the Municipal Authority.  She continued that the Municipal Authority is having a public meeting on Sept 9, 2009 at 6pm in the high school auditorium to discuss this issue. Mr. Mikulich commented that he understood that the Municipal Authority is going to turn the $25,000.00 grant over to the Borough and that the Borough will issue the money for the drain repairs. Ms. Denne states no, that is not correct. That money is handled thru the Community Development and anyone who is eligible and is within the income requirements has to file an application thru Rocco Bianco. Mr. McCoy commented that Rocco Bianco is the one to distribute the money. Mr. Mikulich comments that he just didn’t want the Borough to have to be involved.  Mr. McCoy states that he and Ms. Denne attended the meeting this morning and they both said the Borough will not be involved, they (Municipal Authority) thought they were going to slide one in, but we didn’t let it happen.
3. Citizen’s Participation (Citizens are limited to 5 minutes per speaker)

Corky Mihalic – 728- 24th St. 
He spoke about people dumping water into the system and the Municipal Authority has to pay, and if it over flows they pay again. His concern is the abandoned buildings in Ambridge, and he had called Mr. McCoy about a building that he noticed two young kids trying to enter that building. Mr. McCoy commented that he spoke to Mr. Rocco Bianco from the County and he is waiting for the budget to come thru in October, because they had problems with the state budget, and he will work on 19th Street and 135 2nd street, in the meantime the spoke to the owners of 19th Street and they are putting up a fence until this occurs. According to Rocco, as soon as he gets the money, it will get torn down in December.  Mr. Mihalic states that he feels that these are excuses not from Mr. McCoy but from the other end and it’s been more than one year since he brought this to his attention. 

   The same issue with P & T Meats on Merchant Street. Where is the storm water going, right into the sewer. He continued that these abandoned buildings have water line breaks because there is no heat in the building, then we loose millions of gallons of water because the water is not shut off.  Mr. McCoy asked why wasn’t the water shut off if the building is abandoned. Mr. Mihalic commented because they may have paid their bill at one time, and now it might be six months later and they might have run water down that sewer for six months.  He also complained that the abandoned vehicles are starting again in the same spots.  He doesn’t understand why code enforcement doesn’t take care of this. Mr. McCoy commented that as soon as he (Mr. Mihalic) called him about the building on 19th Street – he checked into the problem and called Rocco Bianco.  More discussion on this property being owned by the same owner.  Mr. McCoy commented that the property owners advised him that they have the fence and they are going to put it up shortly. Mr. Mihalic states that he hopes his cries for help are addressed before someone gets hurt. 
  Father (inaudible)  of St. Mary’s Coptic Orthodox Church.

  (TAPE TURNED OVER)

   Ms. Denne states that she will send a letter of exoneration to the county assessment, Michael Kohlman, and the school district has already sent their letter. The Solicitor commented that we will send our letter also. Father asked if he can come and pick up the letter from Ms. Denne and hand carry it to the County. Ms. Denne replied yes, around 1:30pm the next day.
Jerome Gill- 831 Glenwood Ave. 
He asked what was going on with 11th Street the kid’s park. Mr. Dunn commented that it won’t be done until October.  McCoy commented school has it out for bid and they have 90 days to complete it. Mr. Lemmon commented that they have already accepted the low bidder but there were two parts to that contract – first part was to finish the work at the school and when that is finished they will begin on the park.  Mr. Gill asked do we know what we are getting – Mr. Lemmon replied that the school is going to put it back the way it was. Mr. Gill asked if we have a finish date yet. Mr. Lemmon and Mr. Dunn replied around the 1st of October. 
Mary Lou Frances Cloud – 142 Maplewood Ave.

She was upset the first week of August it rained really hard and everything flooded, she couldn’t even get in her car. She wanted to know who cleans or were they ever cleaned - the catch basins in the first ward because there was a lot of water on the street. 

Mr. Cafarelli commented that we try to clean them. Ms. Cloud states that she doesn’t want to hear try- she wants it done- that’s why she is there tonight. Mr. Cafarelli stated that he will have the Public Works go down there and clean them out.  More discussion by Council members.
Marlene Verygood – 652 Melrose Ave.

She asked Mr. Mihalic about how long it’s been since he’s been complaining about 19th Street building, Mr. Mihalic said about 1 yr. Ms. Verygood remarked that she has been complaining about 655 Melrose Ave for about 10 yrs, and it’s deplorable. She sees that there are cats going in and out and now she sees people crawling in and out.  She has come before this Council many times. Something has to be done about that property.

John Morelli – 1429 Duss Ave.

Representing Ambridge Youth Assoc. and Little Bridger’s Football and Basketball. He addressed Mr. Dunn and asked to be put onto the agenda. They got some opportunities that a local vendor that is willing to donate a 32’ X 74’ metal building.  We are hoping to get approval from Council to put it in Borough Park. It will be used for storage for baseball & football equipment, indoor batting cages, basketball courts. It would be nice to get water & electric in there too. It’s hard for the little kids to get gym time. It is a local vendor that wants to make this donation.  Mr. Dunn commented that he has talked to Mike about it, and he didn’t want to bring it up quite yet.  Mr. Morelli spoke to the project manager and he spoke to his boss and they are very anxious to do something for the kids here in town, in Ambridge.  Mr. Morelli also commented that the AYA needs to raise the lights at the baseball field. They are too low for the older kids.  Mr. Dunn commented that he has been trying to get a meeting with the AYA because they want to change the fields around. Mr. Morelli commented that the pavilion and the playground would be in danger if we switched those fields around. Mr. Dunn asked where they wanted to place this building.  He is suggesting that it go where the old tennis courts used to be, the asphalt is already there- all they would have to do is fill cracks, they have some outdoor batting cages there now. Mr. Dunn mentioned that he spoke to Mike and they are trying to get together for a meeting. Mr. Morelli states that he has drawings for the lights but he would need the Borough’s help with installing with the bucket truck but they would take on the costs of the wire and running the wires.  
No one else wished to speak.

4. Official Report
Managers Report
· Ms. Denne commented on the Elm Street Update. They have sent it to the State and as of last week the State decided they didn’t want to accept it as one application, but nine separate applications. So we are resubmitting it again. 

· She continued to comment that we received the COPS Funding, which she volunteered to write on behalf of six communities for police vehicles. 
(Continued)
· The Chamber of Commerce opening was a wonderful event, and she sent Tom Patrician, Erica and Jeremy a letter thanking them for their dedication to the community and reopening that facility.

· The Borough has officially started signing up the employees for the 10,000 steps program. She is hoping that enough will participate for it the Borough can win up to  $1,000.00 which she will leave up to the employees who participate how to spend it, like a Christmas party.  Our MEIT, who handles our health insurance, may even give us a discount on our health insurance. 

· She states that she worked on a $250,000.00 grant application to supplement materials for a grocery store in the Brownsfield area. The Borough had to apply for this because it is thru a private/public partnership. There were only 4 communities that applied: Midland, Beaver Falls, Aliquippa and Ambridge. Its stimulus money. 
          Engineers’ Report-
· Frank Lemmon reports that everything on his report has been covered except for zoning changes for the Beaver County 911 Center – he explained (using on a large map of the area) – they want to change green areas that are presently zoned industrial and they want it changed to commercial and the red areas are currently commercial and want to change it to manufacturing. 
      We need Council’s approval to advertise for these changes. Mr. Cafarelli made the motion, Mr. Dunn seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 5 – 0.

Ms. Miller made the motion to accept the Official Reports, Mr. Cafarelli seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Absent

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Absent
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 5 – 0.

5. Adjournment

Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli made the motion, Ms. Miller seconded.
All in favor:  Ayes 5 – Nays 0

Motion Passes 5 – 0.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  September 8th, 2009
Respectfully submitted, by Kristen Denne, Borough Manager

I herby certify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough of Ambridge Council for August 25, 2009.
_______________________________________________

Borough of Ambridge Seal
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