MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Workshop Meeting
Ambridge Municipal Complex

December 14th, 2010 – 7:00 p.m.
I. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. Roll Call
Present:  Bob Dunn, M.J. Flannery, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and Gerald C. McCoy

Absent:  Tony Cafarelli
Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Rich D’Ambrosio, Eric Kaunert – Borough Manager, Borough Solicitor Kate Dearson, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Romutis, Fire chief Drewnowski, Zoning Officer Ivancik.

III. Invocation

           Ms. Barb Costa, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry
IV. Pledge of Allegiance
Mr. McCoy thanked everyone for coming and wished all those that were Christians a very Merry Christmas on behalf of Council

Introduction of new police officer Jerel Smith by Sgt. Jameson

Presentation of new Street Signs by Eric Kaunert.

Meets Penn Dot Standards for 2018, reflective when you shine a light on it at night it will shine back, we would like to introduce this for our business district. Its steel all the way thru, very durable, should last at least for 10-12 years. It also has a bar code on the side that when you have the software, it will tell you when it was installed.  It will follow the way finding signs you will see going up around town. 

Mr. Kaunert commented that he likes them and he would welcome any comments at the Citizen's Participation.

V. Citizen’s Participation on Agenda Items Only – (5 minutes per speaker)

Kathleen Rudis – 947 Walnut St.

She wanted to ask how she goes about making Walnut one way. She described the situation around her street and how cars are parked on both sides and how dangerous it is.  Mr. McCoy states that the first thing the Borough would have to do is to have the police chief investigate the feasibility of making your street one way.  If the chief approves it, then you or someone on your street would have to get at least 50% of the residents on your street to sign a petition agreeing to make it one way.  Mr. Kaunert added that the Borough Engineer should have to look at the situation. Ms. Rudis also commented that Harmony Twp would have to get involved because ½ is in Harmony. Mr. Lemmon who is also the engineer for Harmony Twp said that he would look into the matter for both Ambridge and Harmony. Mr. Lemmon remarked to get the petition first. Mr. Kaunert commented to get the petition to him as soon as she gets it completed.

Barbara Costa- 1320 Church St.

Commented on the sign. She loved it, how could anyone not.  

VI.      Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes  

1. August 24, 2010

Mr. Mikulich had a correction on page 8 – paragraph 13 – FAR Dept. Should be Fire Department. Mr. Dunn made the motion to approve the minutes with the corrections, 2nd by Mrs. Miller

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
VII. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today December 14, 2010
	$1,381,084.97
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -December 14, 2010  -4:00 pm

	$7,163.05
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -December 14, 2010  -4:00 pm

	$1,373,921.92
	Available Balance as of:                              -December 14, 2010  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$383,513.30 
	 

	
	Includes:
	
	
	 

	
	                Transfer from Liquid Fuels Account
	
	 

	
	                Additional $2,756.06 FEMA Funds
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$618,263.27 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   60     Checks & Misc. Debits
	$99,275.65 
	
	 

	
	    3      Payroll (s)
	$178,987.62 
	
	 

	
	    2      Bond Payments
	$340,000.00 
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  December 14, 2010   4:00 pm

	$172,078.73 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$10,024.90 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$15,293.40 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,841.79 
	Recreation Fund

	$333,925.87 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$570,164.69 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


VIII.      Boroughs Bills and Expenses
No questions or corrections.

Mr. Dunn made the motion to pay the bills, 2nd by Mr. Flannery

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
Mr. McCoy wanted to thank on behalf of Ambridge Council to all the people who do community service work around Ambridge: Mrs. Marlene Verygood and her sister,  Committee to Clean and Beautify Ambridge, Tom Patrician who puts up the Christmas Lights, and there are quite a few groups and he hoped that he did miss anyone. He also wanted to thank Barb Costa for everything that she does for the Borough, and also the Center of Hope. He also wanted that thank Mr. Pucci and Frank Lemmon for their work. He also wanted to thank all of Council for what they do also. 

IX. New Business:  
1. Acceptance of Chief Romutis resignation

              Motion made with regret by Mr. Mikulich, 2nd by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
2.    Motion to Approve Ordinance #1236 Prohibited Parking Ordinance
               Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, 2nd by Mr. Pucci

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
3.   Motion to preliminarily approve 2011 budget.
                  Mr. McCoy states that first we have to advertise. Motion made to advertise by Mr. Mikulich, Mr. Dunn 2nd.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
4. Authorization to advertise for Ordinance #1237 – Levying a Tax of 34.5 Mills for
           Fiscal Year 2011. 
     Mr. McCoy commented that there will be no increase in property tax again this year. Motion   made by Mr. Mikulich, 2nd by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
5. Authorization to advertise for Ordinance #1238 – Establishing Delinquent Tax 
      Collection for Fiscal Year 2010.

              Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, 2nd by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
6.   Habitat for Humanity request for exoneration of property taxes for 627 Glenwood.

Motion made to approve exoneration by Mr. Flannery, 2nd by Mr. Pucci

Mr. Mikulich commented that the school board is not waiving this tax, why are we. Mr. McCoy commented that the Habitat for Humanity works on an extremely tight budget and for us not to waive it and receive taxes in the future is foolish. He went to the one they did on 2nd Street and it was beautiful. Mr. Flannery commented that to have the house torn down would cost more than $249.00 that they are asking for, and we should write a letter to the school board and ask why not. Mr. McCoy commented that the average cost to tear down a home in Ambridge is about $8,000.00 which is cheap. To let the tax go for a couple hundred dollars and it will go back on the tax rolls, so his recommendation to Council to pass it.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
7.    Request by Ambridge Tip Off Club for an ad in their program booklet for $50.00
Mr. Pucci made the motion, Mrs. Miller 2nds.

All in Favor – Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

8 Request by Universal Adcom to print at no charge to the Borough magnetic 
           Community Phone Lists.

Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, 2nd by Mr. Dunn

All in Favor – Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

               Motion Passes. 
9.   Request by 2011 membership renewal and donation of $500.00 to Ambridge

                     Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Mikulich asked if the $500.00 goes towards the Christmas Lights. Mr. McCoy commented it does and that they do a good job at Christmas time. 

Motion made by Mr. Pucci and Mrs. Miller 2nd.

All in Favor – Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

10.    Authorization to send Thank You's to Ralph Unis for the clean up he did in 
                  our Public Works area, Tom Patrician for the work he did on the Christmas Lights and 
                  Rep.Rob Matzie & American Legion for the new flags.
Motion made by Mr. Dunn, 2nd by Mr. Flannery.

All in Favor – Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

11.    Motion to cancel regular Council meeting scheduled for December 28th 2010.

Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Pucci 2nds.

All in Favor – Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

12.   2011 Council Meeting Schedule
Mr. McCoy read aloud all the meetings that are scheduled for 2011.  

Jan. 11 & 25: Feb. 8 & 22: Mar. 8 & 22: Apr. 12 & 26: May 10 & 24: June 28: July 26:                         Aug. 23: Sept. 13 & 27: Oct. 11 & 25: Nov. 8 & 19: Dec. 13 & 28. 
Mr. Kaunert mentioned that all the meetings will be advertised in the newspaper and on our website. Motion made to approve schedule by Mr. Mikulich, 2nd by Mr. Dunn.

All in Favor – Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

13.  Purchase Truck from the Municipal Authority
Mr. McCoy states that it is a Chevy Colorado $4,500.00 4X4, has 56,000 miles on it. 

Motion to purchase made by Mr. Mikulich, 2nd by Mr. Flannery.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Absent
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0
X. Other Unfinished Business
         Mr. Flannery wanted to wish the Mayor a happy birthday.

XI. Official Reports

 Managers Report:

 Development stand point we are working with the developer on the Northern Ambridge Retail project. We are in the recording stage of the plans. We are working on the budget. Finalizing the insurance for the Borough will be finished in the next few days. We are also working with the Safety Committee within each dept to make it safer for all Borough employees. The Fire Dept is still working on the boat and may be finished next week. Public works has finished with leaf pick up, if anyone has any leaves left please call the Borough this week for pick up. Snow removal we are prepped and ready for it.  We are going to do the best we can to salt and shovel. 

As Duke mentioned our Public Works yard has been cleaned up, looks better. Next year we are looking to cover up the fence to make it more ecstatically pleasing. We are continuing to fill at Walter Panek Park until it's leveled off. We also put up our H & H Sports Complex Signs. 

Engineers Report

Two items: 6th St and 14th St. both projects have been suspended because of inclement weather until next spring. You will see on your Engineer's Report a chronic logical order of events that occurred on those two projects. The County had some funding issues with those and we weren't given notice to proceed on these until October 14th. We had a very tight time schedule and we might have made it if we didn't run into unforeseen conflicts with sewer authority projects. We're first on the list as the asphalt plant opens back up in April. Mr. McCoy commented that there will be not additional cost to the Borough because of the delay. 

Mr. McCoy states that we are going to have a special meeting on December 29th beginning at 5pm which will be having our executive meeting first then into the special meeting probably around 5:30 – 6:00. 

Adjournment – 7:40pm

Mr. Mikulich made the motion to adjourn, Mr. Pucci 2nd.

All in Favor – Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  December 29th, 2010. 
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