MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Regular Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

July 27, 2009 – 7:00 pm
I. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. Roll Call

Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, Orlando Gagliardi, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and Gerald C. McCoy

          Mr. Mikulich announced that the Mayor will be present, but he’ll be late. 

Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Carl Notarianni, Borough Manager/Secretary Kristen Denne, Borough Solicitor Crystal Tintsman, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Romutis, Fire Chief Drewnowski

III. Invocation

           Ms. Barb Costa, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry
IV. Pledge of Allegiance
V. Citizen’s Participation on Agenda Items Only – (5 minutes per speaker)

          Jerome Gill, 831 Glenwood Ave.

          He asked about the item “Request for hiring police officers” – is the council going to hire them tonight or just approve it. Because in the past the Police Chief always introduced the new officers, he wanted to know if that would continue. Chief Romutis replied introducing the officers will continue.   The second question was item #12, what exactly is the Dick Clark Enterprises for Security Services. Ms. Denne states that Friday evening they helped with the police and fire department with the security for Shaq and Roethlisburger. Mr. Gill asked if this was going to be an ongoing thing or just a one time thing. Ms. Denne replied a one time thing. His third question concerned the applicants for Civil Service Commission, how many applied and who are they. Mr. McCoy commented that there were 3 individuals and one was a retired police officer –Heitzenrater, and he didn’t have the applications right in front of him at that moment. Mr. Gill was concerned that Mr. Heitzenrater would have a conflict of interest. He stated several other reasons, one reason being that Mr. Mikulich was turned down for the Civil Service Board. Mr. McCoy states that Mr. Mikulich was turned down because he was a member of Ambridge Council and Council is trying to get away from having Councilmen serve on anything other than Council. That is the only reason.  Every one of us knows that Mr. Mikulich was more than qualified to serve on that position.  We are trying to get away from Council members being on other entities in the Borough for the simple reason that it cuts down the opportunities for anyone else to serve.  We would prefer Councilmen not serving in that capacity. Mr. Gill states that he likes Mr. Heitzenrater, but this is his opinion that in a case where he would be the deciding vote, he may have to step down if it’s a conflict of interest.  Mr. Gagliardi commented that he feels that would make him more qualified since he knows the in & outs of the police department. Mr. Gill states that would have nothing to do with the job of the Civil Service. Mr. Gagliardi asks if the job was to weed out who he likes and doesn’t like. Mr. Gill states no that isn’t it at all.  He mentioned that Mr. Gagliardi needs to look up the meaning of the Civil Service job because he is not going to argue over this issue. When he originally applied for this job, he knew what the job entailed.  When you give these jobs to different people, you have no idea what they are going to do. Mr. Gagliardi remarked that if there are several people up for policeman jobs, the Civil Service will review the tests, psychological tests and talk to the applicants and that is where the information comes from. Mr. McCoy asked the Solicitor her legal opinion. Ms. Tintsman commented that there is no conflict of interest in this scenario, unless he would get a financial benefit as a result of a vote, which he doesn’t. There is no conflict of interest that would prevent him to submit his vote on an issue. Mr. Gill asked if after working with people all these years, you don’t see a conflict if he would be the deciding vote. Ms. Tintsman replied it might be a conflict, and from a legal prospective it would not be a conflict but rather as more of an insight. 
         Nancy Klesser – 

         Ms. Klesser asked about her brother’s application for a handicapped parking space.  She explained that he has previously applied for this space but because there is a garage on the property he was denied. This garage belongs to me and I keep it for storage, he can not park his car in there. He does have a handicapped license plate. She commented that some other people in Ambridge have a garage and a space and she has pictures. But she was asked not to show the pictures because these people had a hard enough time getting their spaces. She explained how his handicapped status would hinder him from using the garage anyway and it would be easier for him to have the space out front. Mr. McCoy commented that Borough Ordinance states that if there is a garage on the premises no space can be granted. He also commented that he personally has a handicapped license plate, but he has a double garage, and if he wanted to just store stuff in the garage he should be able to apply for a space and it be granted. This would mean that everyone who has owns a garage and they could rent it out and then ask for a handicapped space.  However, it always goes to Council for a vote.  Ms. Klesser asked Mr. McCoy if he owns his garage, Mr. McCoy replied yes. She stated that her brother does not own the house or the garage – she does, her brother just lives there. Mr. McCoy states that if she knows of anyone who has a space and a garage, he is willing to bet that they had the handicapped space before the ordinance was implemented, which is called the “grandfather law” and if they have it that’s how they got it.  Mr. McCoy commented that we will put it to a vote.  She also commented about the tree in front of his house is lifting the sidewalk and she told a story about a TV show and someone being sued for tripping on the sidewalk that was lifted. The Solicitor remarked that we have an ordinance that it is the homeowner’s responsibility to keep the sidewalks in good condition.  It’s common place in smaller communities that the sidewalks are owned by the person who owns the home. 
VI. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

1.  June 23, 2009

          No questions or corrections. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
VII. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, July 28, 2009.
                                                 General Fund Analysis
	$1,679,431.29
	General Fund Bank Account Balance 7/28/2009 4:00 pm.

	$8,388.70
	2008-2009 Outstanding Checks    7/28/2009 4:00 p.m.

	$1,671,042.59
	Available Balance   7/28/2009  4:00 p.m.


	Treasurer's General Fund NOTES:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$261,536.05 
	 

	
	(which includes $5,000.00 Transfer from Escrow Acct. for refund)
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$286,272.95 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   117     Checks
	$127,174.25 
	
	 

	
	    3      Payroll (s)
	$159,098.70 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 


	Other Fund Balances as of  7/28/2009

	$75,559.27 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$157,323.86 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$10,961.75 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$39,180.82 
	Recreation Fund

	$332,979.51 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$616,005.21 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


Motion made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
VIII. Boroughs Bills and Expenses

Mr. Mikulich had a question about the Citizen’s Bank Credit Card bill, it’s not on the regular bills & expenses. Ms. Denne states that it is not, she submits that separately. Mr. Mikulich asked about the balance due on that credit card, do we pay that off. Ms. Denne replied yes, we will pay it in full when approved.  The motion to approve the Boroughs bills and expenses made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Gagliardi. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	


    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
Mr. McCoy asked for a motion to go into Executive session for personnel matters. 

Motion to go into Executive Session made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli. 

All in Favor ~ Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

7:25 pm

Motion to return from Executive Session made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

All in Favor ~ Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.
8:05 pm

IX. New Business:

1. Request for Closure of Parking Lot in the 600 Block of Melrose for National Night Out

Mr. McCoy states that most of Council is familiar with this and they do it every year.

Mr. Mikulich makes a motion to grant the closure, Mr. Pucci seconds. 

All in Favor ~ Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.
Motion Passes 7-0.

2. Final Payment to Sangro, Inc for 15th Street Road Repairs in the Amount of $36,263.75

Mr. Mikulich makes to motion to make the payment. Ms. Miller seconds.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
3. Request for Street Closure on Melrose Ave Between 4th and 5th Streets for Bridgeway Church Block Party  
  Mr. Mikulich makes the motion, Mr. Pucci seconded.


All in Favor ~ Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.


Motion Passes.
4. Request for Handicapped Parking Space at 605 Melrose Avenue
Mr. McCoy commented that this is the one which his sister spoke at the earlier portion of the meeting the “citizens on agenda items”.  Mr. Pucci asked about the PO Box address, how many addresses does this guy have? Mr. McCoy commented that this is probably where he picks up his mail. Mr. McCoy asked the Police Chief why there is no approval or rejection on this application.  Chief Romutis states that he attached a copy of the ordinance and is leaving it up to Council whether or not the garage can be utilized as stated in ordinance. 
Mr. McCoy commented that he does not have a problem with this one way or the other, however, his daughter has a handicap plate, rents from Gillarno in Freedom who owns and occupies the garage and she can not get a handicap space. Mr. Mikulich asked the chief is he has a handicap plate on the car and the chief replied yes.  Mr. Mikulich also makes the comment that the ordinance states it can also be a severely disabled veteran.  Mr. McCoy commented that in his opinion we should make a special dispensation for a severely disabled veteran, but it’s entirely up to Council.  Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve the application. Ms. Miller seconded.  After the motion:  Mr. Cafarelli commented that we should possibly add to the ordinance because the sister brought up the fact that she owns the property and occupies the garage.  Mr. Cafarelli commented that he doesn’t have a problem with this, but for future reference and to avoid any other problems he wants it noted. Mr. McCoy suggested that Council revise the ordinance for special issues. Mr. Gagliardi comments that the permits for these spaces should not be permanent. Mr. McCoy states they are not permanent.  Mr. Gagliardi commented that if the person dies we should take the sign down. Mr. Mikulich states that the police can check up on it and the public works can check up on it.  Mr. Gagliardi commented that there is one on Olive Lane that the guy died and it’s still there. Mr. Mikulich asked Mr. Gagliardi to call public works and advise them and they’ll remove it.  Mr. McCoy commented to the police chief that it is required that they check up on these once a year. The chief remarked that it has not been done, and that he recently got a list from Mrs. Whitehair and they will be checking up on all the signs. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
5. Request for Handicapped Space at 706 10th Street

Mr. McCoy commented that there is no garage at this address. Motion to approve the space for Ms. Santry made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Ms. Miller. Mr. Gagliardi asked if she owned the property. Mr. Dunn replied yes. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
6. Request for Handicapped Space at 651 Pine Street
Mr. McCoy commented that this application has also been approved by Chief Romutis.

Mr. Mikulich makes the motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
7. Review of Bids for Salt Storage Facility Repairs
Mr. Lemmon discussed this proposal for the Public Works salt storage and fascia, and downspout tie-ins. Mr. McCoy commented that the Council should take the lead since Mr. Lemmon has no objection.  Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
8. Request for Hiring of Part Time Police Officer

Chief Romutis commented that he checked out this applicant, David Gasparovich, his criminal records, and he spoke to the potential part time officer’s previous chiefs and they 



(Continued)

spoke highly of him and this officer has a BS degree from Indiana University of Pa. in criminal justice. He is brand new and has no field training so we’ll have to put him in with a training program and that will take time.  Mr. McCoy asked the chief that his employment wasn’t required but you wanted to hire him anyway to prepare him. Chief Romutis commented that there are at least 3 officers waiting for full time jobs and he wanted to be prepared.  Mr. Pucci made the motion that we hire him, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
9. Memorandum of Understanding for Ambridge Area School District

Ms. Miller made the motion to accept the Memorandum, and Mr. Cafarelli seconded.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
10. Committee and Board Appointments
Mr. McCoy commented that he received an application from a person today for the two boards she wanted to be put on. However, as Council knows we have a strict policy that all information being presented at a Council meeting must be presented the Thursday prior to the meeting. It is up to Council to accept her applications being turned in so late. Her name is Heather B. Withers Fedorko. No one on Council had any problems putting her into the running with the other applicants. 
CIVIL SERVICE BOARD

Mr. McCoy commented that so we can keep this on track, we want the nominations to be for either one year or two years or three years, so that they all don’t expire at the same time. Mr. McCoy commented also about Mr. Jerome Gill being on the Civil Service Board for a number of years (Mr. Gill states 6-7 years) and he has been a very good man for the Borough. 

The Applicants are:

                                 Mr. Jerome Gill

                                 Minister Rhone

                                 Mrs. Heather Fedorko

                                 Mr. Richard Heitzenrater retired Sgt.



(continued)

 *Mr. Pucci makes the motion to accept the application for Richard Heitzenrater for a 2   year term on The Civil Service Board. Mr. Cafarelli seconds. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	N

	Mr. Dunn
	N
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	N
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 4 – 3. 

*Mr. Cafarelli makes the motion for a 3 yr period for Mr. Jerome Gill, Mr. Mikulich seconds.  
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0

*Mr. Mikulich made the motion for Rev. Germaine Rhone for a 1 year term on Civil Service Board. Mr. Cafarelli seconds. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
 TREE COMMISSION.

            Mr. McCoy read aloud the resignation submitted to Borough Council by Mr. Komlos. Mr. Mikulich moved to accept the resignation and Mr. Cafarelli seconded.

             All in favor – Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0. 

              Mr. McCoy read the applicants: 

                                                                   Heather B. Withers Fedorko






  Ross McCoy (not a relative of Mr. Gerald McCoy)






  Paul Ilko
 




  Lee Mouradian






  Jeff Eskra






  James W. Hamilton






  Carol J. Burns

Mr. McCoy states that Mr. Komlos term expires in 2011, so we need to fill that one first. 

*Mr. Mikulich made the motion for Paul Ilko to replace Mike Komlos until that term expires, Mr. Dunn seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
*Mr. Cafarelli made the motion to appoint Ms. Fedorko for a 4 yr term. Mr. Dunn seconds.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0

 Ms. Denne suggested staggering terms so that you always have a quorum. Mr. McCoy commented that we should have two people at the same time and we will have two additional people.  Mr. Mikulich’s term will end 2013- therefore; two will end in 2013, one in 2012 and one in 2011. 
*Mr. Mikulich made the motion to appoint Ross McCoy for a term of 4 years. Seconded by Mr. Cafarelli. After the motion:  Mr. Pucci asked if anyone nominated Jeff Eskra, because his address is PO Box is in Sewickley. Mr. Mikulich commented that you have to be an Ambridge resident. Mr. Cafarelli commented that down further on the application it says that he just purchased a home in Ambridge. Mr. McCoy states that we have 4 already, including Mike Mikulich.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
11. Approval of Final Bill from Pioneer Paving for Emergency Repairs
             Mr. Lemmon states that it was for Century Drive in the amount of $13, 770.00.

             Mr. McCoy states that it was for emergency repairs and Mr. Lemmon approved it thru our Solicitor. Ms. Denne explained to the audience that it was at the intersection of Century Dr. we received many complaints on a regular basis that trucks were starting to turn and they started to tip because the hole was in excess of one foot in some spaces. 
It became life and property issue. If someone would have flipped, the municipality would have been at fault for that. Therefore; we had 6 bids and we could get an ok price but it was in addition to regular repairs. Mr. Cafarelli made the motion to accept that bill, Mr. Pucci seconds. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
12. Approval of Contract with Dick Clark Enterprises for Security Services

Ms. Denne reports that this was for the Police & Fire services for the Shaq O’Neill event. Lt. Kuzma did a very good job in orchestrating the security for this event. He got the Beaver County CERT team, ESU team and the County’s Comm. Bus to be involved in it.  There were minor incidents but nothing significant. There were some nice aerial pictures 
(continued)

from a helicopter of Ambridge taken and Ambridge got some great coverage that night.  We were competing with Pine Richland stadium which were 24 million for that stadium and they choose Ambridge. This shows us that Ambridge is making an imprint on people.  This is the agreement that we drew up with them thru the Solicitor. A motion was made Ms. Miller to approve contract and seconded by Mr. Gagliardi. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
13. Request for Banner for Good Samaritan Festival

Ms. Denne explained that this is same as in previous years. Mr. Dunn asked where are we going to hang them. Ms. Denne thought maybe we could rotate it with the Welcome to Ambridge on 11th St. and put the Good Samaritan. Mr. Cafarelli made the motion, Mr. Dunn seconded.
All in Favor – Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

      Mr. McCoy wanted to take this opportunity to talk to the residents about how things can be misconstrued. It concerns the Weed & Seed Program. We did lose the Weed & Seed Grant, but there were rumors going around that our Borough Manager knew ahead of time which was untrue.  It was very sad thing, our meeting was the 23rd and the letter was written 
by the State on the 25th and it hit the paper on the 24th.   We received this letter on the 29th and no one actually knew until we received the letter. Our Borough Manager received a phone call and told her to be prepared we might not receive the Weed & Seed but there was no documentation until we received the letter.  Anyone wanting to come to her office and view this actual letter can certainly do so. 
A second thing, Mr. Mayor, you made a comment that there were demolition permits issued to tear down Ambridge Bridge. As of today, there still are no permits for this demolition –one month later. Mr. McCoy commented that he would appreciate it if information is NOT released to the press for any reason unless it’s a true fact. 

Mayor Notarianni commented that our code enforcement officer told him that the owner of the American Bridge building applied for a demolition permit. Mr. McCoy asked him if he did or did not say that a demolition permit was issued for that building on the council floor. Mayor Notarianni replied yeah. Mr. McCoy commented that we should not be putting information out there unless we have the actual facts. Mayor Notarianni heard thru someone else and Mr. Mara commented that he is interested in doing something with the building but he’s not getting cooperation from the Borough. Mr. McCoy states that (and he can verify this statement) that Mr. Mara, himself and Ms. Denne went a meeting with Charlie Camp and Joe Spanik and Tony Amadio. This gentleman was told that 3 people were trying to get the money from Beaver County. He probably would not get it this year, 



(continued)

but he could re-apply for next year –in front of us and the commissioners.  Mr. Mara was called in my presence by the Borough Manager and he still did not do this.  
Mr. McCoy also states to the Mayor that there are also statements that were made about the Weed and Seed in Oil City. You said that you knew that Oil City was getting the Weed & Seed in March, so he (Mr. McCoy) called Commissioner Amadio and inquired. He (Mr. Amadio) called Nancy Chavez, the head of the Weed & Seed and said that nobody called and spoke to her and said that whoever told your Mayor that is incorrect. The Mayor states that he spoke to someone in a government building and they said they took care of that. Mayor also states back to the permit for demolition on the building. He (Mayor) states that he spoke to Code Enforcement and they told him that they (Mr. Mara) inquired about a demolition permit. Mr. McCoy commented that he (Mr. Mara) made a call about the permit and up to today he has not applied for a permit, this is a far cry from obtaining a permit. Mr. McCoy also remarked that this would be called hearsay in a court of law. The Mayor contends that there still is no movement on this building. He (Mayor) states he didn’t not slander anyone. 
X. Other Unfinished Business
Mr. Mikulich commented about 500 Pine St. (a paper alley) apparently it’s not been taken care of as it has before. Mr. Cafarelli commented that with a lack of employees in Public Works and sometimes we had summer help working on these alleys, since it was let go for so long – it can’t be done with a weed whacker, now it needs a chain saw. Mr. Mikulich asked if we do take care of them. Mr. Cafarelli replied yes. Mr. Mikulich commented that is why is bringing it up on the floor, some of the employees have said that we don’t take care of them. Mr. Cafarelli mentioned that at one time, we had plenty of manpower and took care of them, but now we can’t always get to them and they are overgrown.
Mr. Mikulich mentioned to Mr. Pucci and Mr. Cafarelli that they are on Administration and Finance Committee with him and he would like to set up and appointment (around 4 – 4:30) with the Borough Manager to get a 6 month budget report into the Council.  

Mr. Mikulich states that he received a phone call from a woman concerning the stop signs that were put onto 5th & 7th Streets. The traffic lights were taken down and I guess she went through the stop sign and got a ticket. She didn’t know they were removed – she thought the traffic lights were not working. Mr. Mikulich suggested that we put a notice in the paper that these are now stop signs and not traffic lights. Mr. McCoy commented that the traffic lights have been not working and a sign telling that it will be replaced with a stop sign was up for 90 days. Some one commented that if a light is not working, it becomes a 4 way stop according to the Pa Motor Vehicle Code. Mr. Mikulich suggested just reminding everyone it should go into the paper. Mr. McCoy states that we should just get the stop lights off the poles. 
Mr. Mikulich asked about the yield to pedestrian signs. Ms. Denne commented that the Public Works has them ordered. Mr. McCoy remarked that Mr. Kokoski said they arrived. Mr. McCoy asked her to make sure DPW gets them up. 


Mr. Dunn asked why there were so many tickets being issued and so many voided.  Mayor commented that it is not him that is voiding them. Chief Romutis commented that it is not him, he hasn’t done that many in a year. 





(continued)

Mr. Dunn remarked that the officers and Mrs. Whitehair are voiding them. Mr. McCoy asked Chief Romutis to look into it and let the council know what he finds by next meeting. Chief agreed to do so. 
Mayor Notarianni comments about the Pastor Walker & his wife Julie of The First Baptist Church which is actually in Leetsdale, but most of its parishioners are from Ambridge.   They invited him to the Pastor’s installment service. All of Council welcomed Pastor Walker.  Mr. McCoy commented that he knows quite a few of the member of that church and they are wonderful people. Pastor Walker thanked everyone and commented that most of his members are from Ambridge and that is where his heart and his interest is, and if there was anything that him or his wife can ever door to contribute to Ambridge,  please let him know. 
Ms. Miller states that there were two letters in their packets concerning the Civil Service test for hiring full time officers. Mr. McCoy commented that the reason for not discussing this issue was because we just installed 3 people on the Civil Service Board and he wanted to wait until next meeting. Ms Miller continued the point is for advertising in the future. Chief Romutis states the reason he made this request is a one time advertisement that Ambridge will have an open application for part time police officers. He is not sure of the legalities of this, but he feels that because advertising is so expensive over time, he thought this would be a better way.  He then added we could accept applications 365 days a years, and when we need part time officers, we can then call the applicants and see if they are still interested and arrange date & time for testing.  Mr. McCoy commented that would be more appropriate for our next meeting since we just appointed the Civil Service Board today. The Chief agreed. 
Mayor Notarianni also commented that the Preacher Walker’s wife wants to get into police work and possibly go to the academy. 

   Chief Romutis received an email from the US Dept of Justice noting that Ambridge did not receive a grant that he and Ms. Denne applied for COPS Hiring Recovery Grant for the 2009, they only fund 14% and he also read in the paper that the City of Pittsburgh was turned down also. 
We may be reconsidered if funding is available for 2010. 

He also commented that we do have Crime Mapping Program that is on our website by viewing the Police Dept section, several different maps sections that shows where the crimes are committed and where accidents have been.
Mr. McCoy stated concerning the police grants, he spoke with Tony Amadio and he (Mr. Amadio) commented that with the Weed & Seed Program – people that were approved for that program may still not get it.  And Council appreciates the fact that you worked with Ms. Denne to try and get the grant. 

XI. Citizen’s Participation (Citizens are limited to 5 minutes per speaker)
Gerry Giammarria – 609 Melrose Ave. Ambridge

In the Municipal Parking lot, on the permit parking only side, there are two large trucks, they are parked too close to the alley and people coming down the alley have to stop and make sure no vehicles are coming out of the parking lot because those trucks are blocking the view.  She wonders if those two trucks can park more in the middle of the parking lot so the view is not obstructed. She also does not see the permits on these trucks. She was told that those two trucks have permits when she called about them.  Chief Romutis commented that the permits should be shown in the window if they have them.  She also commented about off street parking ordinance. Does this mean that you can park in front of your house, even if you have off street parking?  She commented that she has a handicapped placard – how does she get a parking space.  Mr. McCoy replied that she has to have a handicapped 




(continued)

plate. Ms. Giammaria commented that she’ll get one.  More discussion about the two trucks. Mr. McCoy asked why we aren’t tagging them if they don’t have permits. Mayor Notarianni commented that he’ll check it out, and he thinks those trucks belong to Mr. Markvan.   
Doug McCombie – 638 Maplewood Ave. Ambridge
He thank Council especially Tony, for taking care of the property that was behind him. It was a hazard and they came the next day and boarded it up and took care if the steps. He commented that he knows that the Borough spent money on the materials and he thinks we should go after the property owners to get our money back. But he just wanted to say thank you. 

No one else wished to speak. 

XII. Official Report
Manager’s Report
· Ms. Denne reported that right now she is in the process of working on an energy audit for our building. There is an act that was passed thru the state legislature that we allow us to make our building as green as possible.  We just received an award from WTAE for our Brownfield and being a champion for its sustainability.  The clip should be coming on TV in the next few weeks. And this should inspire our developers but also our residents by taking part in this.

· We also had our safety training this month. Mr. Pucci was there, so we are certified again and we can continue to get our discount on our insurance. 

· Starting or second week of August our health insurance provider is going to provide us with pedometers to do a 10,000 steps program. If we can get 75% of our employees to participate in this program we can get a discount on our health insurance. The health insurance will give us prizes and stuff to give away to the department that does the best. 

· Hazel Ave. needed some work done and Unis Demolition donated some rock for the top of the creek.  Our crew worked with the crew from Harmony Twp. And we were able to repair the problem with no cost to either Municipality. 
· This morning we had a tour of the new 911 Center, and it should be done by October. There is a chance that if it’s well enough along, the public may be allowed to take tours of the center in October.  It is a state of the art facility and people are coming from all over to see how it’s being built.  Mr. McCoy added that he spoke to Mr. Hill the director and he is going to set up tours for citizens after it completed. 
· Ms. Denne states that this past quarter, we did well on our pensions; we are actually ahead for the year and made our money back from the two previous quarters. We are hoping that the third quarter does just as well. 
Engineers Report
Only two items on his report have not been covered.
·    Youngblood paving contract was signed on July 6th and we are waiting to hear from them for a start date. 

· EMS permit renewal will be submitted by Sept 9th. 

Ms. Miller made the motion to accept the reports. Mr. Cafarelli seconded. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Gagliardi
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Ms. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor Notarianni
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
XIII. Adjournment

Mr. Gagliardi made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Cafarelli seconded. 

All in Favor – Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  August 25th, 2009
Respectfully submitted, by Kristen Denne, Borough Manager

I herby certify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough of Ambridge Council for July 27, 2009.
_______________________________________________

Borough of Ambridge Seal
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