Minutes
Borough of Ambridge –Workshop Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

April 26th, 2011 – 7:00 PM
I. Executive Session -personnel matters.

Two items added to the agenda was item # 17, to hire seasonal summer help for public works department- Terry Marich, and #18 – squaring off 11th & Merchant Street, some pavement work for $7,600.00 by Youngblood Paving Company.
II. Call to Order – 7:00pm
          Mr. Cafarelli presided over the meeting as Mr. McCoy was absent due to illness.
II.     Roll Call
          Present: Mr. Dunn, Mr. Flannery, Mr. Cafarelli, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Mikulich, Mr. Pucci, Mayor D’Ambrosio
III.     Invocation by Mrs. Barb Costa
IV.      Pledge of Allegiance

V.       Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes.

1. February 22nd, 2011

2. March 8th, 2011
Mr. Flannery made the motion to approve both sets of minutes, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	*Abstain/Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes. * Mr. Cafarelli Abstained from Feb. 22 because of absence, but Y on March 8th.

VI.      Treasurer’s Report –Submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Borough Treasurer.
General Fund Analysis: Note: Figures included from March 9th, 2011 to April 26, 2011.
	$1,010,240.50
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -April 26, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$8,125.52
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -April 26, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$1,002,114.98
	Available Balance as of:                              -April 26, 2011  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$786,344.27 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$434,128.67 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   162     Checks
	$273,864.34 
	
	 

	
	    3     Payroll (s)
	$160,264.33 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  April 26, 2011   4:00 pm

	$172,179.63 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$154,353.96 
	Liquid Fuels Fund  *Includes deposit of $144,316.20- April 1, 2011*

	$6,184.65 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,594.44 
	Recreation Fund

	$334,121.69 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$705,434.37 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


VII. Borough Bills and Expenses
            Mr. Flannery made the motion to pay the bills, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

VIII.   Citizen’s Participation on/off Agenda Items (5 minutes per speaker)

                  Rev. James Hamilton, 1134 Maplewood Ave.

                  He made position comments about the 11th & Merchant Street work. The other comments he had was concerning the Marcellus Shale drilling and Utica drilling. He states that there were issues with the Bradford drilling and how the contaminates got into the creek, also noting that the situation still has not been stabilized. He would like to ask if the Council has any contact with Independence Twp, Raccoon Twp or Hanover Twp in an official way. He has spoke to the officials in Hanover and they didn’t have any dialogue going on. If something goes wrong we will have $30,000.00 -$40,000.00 in damages. The Marcellus Shale Organization will have a table @ Nationality Days distributing information pamphlets. Mr. Start, the Solicitor, commented that the Borough Council is very concerned but from a legal standpoint, you did recognize that the Water Authority has legal jurisdiction here. Mr. Hamilton asked if the Borough Council appoints members to the Water Authority Board. Mr. Start agreed with him that Council does the appointing, however, after we appoint they are an independent body with their own powers and duties and obligations and jurisdictions. We are able to express our opinions. Mr. Flannery commented that we did get a letter and we do not want to make it a political issue. We have spoken to their board members and we are keeping that communication open, so that it doesn’t make a difference of opinion. Mr. Hamilton suggested that all three rivers are polluted and thank God for the rain. He wants to make sure everyone is in communication.
                  Corky Mihalik – 728 -24th St.

                  He understands that today our police department had a truck pulled over that was overweight on the bridge. These overweight trucks will cause a problem with the water if they damage the bridge. When he sees an overweight truck and he calls it in, by the time the police get there, the trucks are gone and already on the Blvd.  It’s the same color trucks with coils loaded usually around 8:30-9:00 am.  He said that he made a comment to the driver and he was told to go to the Quick Fill in South Heights. Mr. Mihalik comments that it will be too late if the bridge cracks. Ms. Miller commented that her husband drives a truck and he has commented that our signage is terrible: by the time you get to a sign that says no trucks, it’s too late, there is nowhere to turn. Mr. Cafarelli commented about the new GPS that these truck drivers have – they say the short route and this is where it shows them to go. Mr. Mihalik commented that some of these trucks are coming from our own plants here in Ambridge. Mr. Pucci commented that it’s a County bridge, so we may have to have them help us with the signage. Mr. Flannery commented to the Mayor that maybe our Sergeants might go to the local plants and give them a suggestion that they warn the truck drivers. Mr. Kaunert suggested that he write letters to the plants and make them aware of the weight restriction on the letter and that if they do not follow the signage that posted you will be fined. Mayor commented also about the signs around Church Street down to Henrici. 
                  Barb Costa – 1320 Church St.

                  In April there were 18 students & facility who painted the poles in Ambridge. This Saturday there is a free car wash in our parking lot, we won’t accept donations, we will feed you a hot dog, we will pray for you if you like otherwise, come get clean and go.

                  Mark Crano – 817 Beaver Rd.

                  His question is Ordinance 27411 off street parking. He thinks it should be looked into.  He wife called and questioned about two houses on their block- she was told that the county listed them as single house dwelling, which clearly they are not. Since they are not, we are losing out on rental permits, water for multiply dwellings, refuse collection. Something should be done. If the ordinance says you have to have off street parking for these rental units –why aren’t we enforcing it? Mr. Kaunert asked which section of the ordinance he was referring to. Mr. Crano replied off street parking 27-411. Mr. Kaunert states that this is a Zoning Ordinance and refers to uphold future developments as he already explained to Mrs. Crano.  Mr. Flannery commented that we will have to find out if these houses are single dwellings or multiunit house.  Mr. Flannery commented that it may have been revised or amended and we would need some time to check into it. Mr. Crano mentioned that there were many houses purchased under sheriff sales last month from $1,300.00 to $1,600.00, and you know what those will be turned into. 
                  No other person wished to speak.
IX.   Items for Discussion:

1. Approval of Bond Payment of $202,348.13

Motion to pay the bond payment by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

2. Motion to approve Resolution #2011-03, property at the corner of Eleventh St. & Duss Ave.
Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

3. Motion to approve Resolution #2011-04, and authorize the transfer of the Bank Street property to the Municipal Authority.

Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

4. Authorization to advertise for Part Time Police Officer Position.

Mr. Mikulich asked how many are we advertising for?  Mayor commented that we are trying to get four because we are really low. Mr. Mikulich asked if it would be more feasible to hire 2 full time officers since we have some officers here in the Boro. Mayor agreed with Mr. Mikulich, if we can make it happen, we should. There was more discussion concerning the budget and the police department. Mayor commented that we have to watch our language for hiring part timers, we train these guys and in 6 months they find a full time job somewhere and we are in the same predicament as we were. 
Mr. Pucci made the motion, Mr. Mikulich seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

After the vote: Mr. Mikulich asked that the Mayor, Borough Manager and the Public Safety Committee get together and see if it would be feasible to hire full time officers. Mayor suggested that 2-3 full timers will cut back on over time. Chief Mann suggested that these part timers don’t sit around and wait for Ambridge to call. We try and work with them also on the scheduling, we don’t expect them to leave their other job or their other full time jobs to come and fill our schedule here. Mayor also asked the solicitor if the list of full time candidates is still viable from when we hired McQuaide. Mr. Kaunert replied that the State passed a bill that the Civil Service list can only be held for 1 year. Mr. Mikulich mentioned that we could extend it but we have to pass a motion on the floor. Mr. Kaunert mentioned that he doesn’t recall when the test was taken.  Mr. Mikulich mentioned that when he was at the PSAB conference, he went to a Civil Service class and things have changed a great deal. We will be getting information here shortly. 
5. Motion to approve the Amendment to the Fire Department Collective Bargaining Agreement concerning Fire Department Personnel Health Insurance.

Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

6. Motion to approve the Amendment to the Police Department Collective Bargaining Agreement concerning Police Department Personnel Health Insurance and the staggering of shifts.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

After the vote: Mr. Flannery commented that he was thankful to both the police and fire union in working with them to reach these agreements.

7. Motion to approve the purchase of a 2011 FORD F-550, XL, 4X4 with Plow and Salt Spreader, which is funded completely by State Grant Money $56,856.00.
Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve the purchase, Mr. Pucci seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

8. Motion to approve the Donnie Larrick Jr. Memorandum of Understanding concerning his employment in the Fire Department.

Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Pucci seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

9. Motion to approve the request by Ambridge Chamber of Commerce for 46th Annual Nationality Days to close Merchant Street from 4th to 8th Street during Nationality Days and for the use of the Borough’s park benches.

Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mrs. Miller seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

10. Motion to approve the request by Veterans to use Ambridge Logo on 2012 Commemorative Calendar.

Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

11. Motion to approve Handicapped Parking Space for 631 Olive Lane.

Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

12. Motion to approve the request for an ad on the Ambridge School Sports                                                            Fall Poster for $159.00.

Mrs. Miller made the motion, Mr. Mikulich seconded.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

13.  Authorization to apply for the Click-it and Ticket Grant.  
Mr. Kaunert explained the purpose of the grant. The purpose is to have an extra police officer on duty to made drivers adhere to seat belt requirements. Chief Mann also explained that this police officer is also available for anything police related in town also. Mr. Kaunert further explained that the grant does not cover any taxes, Medicare, hospitalization or gas, the Borough would have to pay that portion. Most of the time grants are 50/50, but this would pick up all the wages.
Motion made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Flannery.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

14. Authorization for the Borough Manager to send Thank You to Trinity School for their help   in painting our street poles along Merchant Street.  
Mr. Mikulich made the motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn.  Mr. Mikulich wanted to mention aloud that we are very grateful that they helped out in this way. Mr. Cafarelli concurred. Mr. Kaunert commented that we furnished all the equipment and the materials. He also 
wanted to thank Trinity students and he also wanted to mention a thank you to Creekside Springs for providing water for the workers. We also just learned about Mrs. Costa who provided pizza.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

15.  Authorization to change DPW uniform service to UniFirst Uniform Company.       
Mr. Kaunert commented that this will service our employees in the Public Works department better and it will be saving us between $800.00 and $1,000.00. Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mrs. Miller seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

16.  Motion to purchase the Konica Minolta Bizhub Copier, printer, fax, and scanner.

Mr. Mikulich commented that this machine is way overdue as far as getting our business at hand taken care of and it has a lot of functions. 

Mr. Mikulich made the motion, seconded by Mr. Pucci. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

17.  Motion to Hire Terry Marich for seasonal Public Works employee.

Mr. Mikulich asked what his wages would be. Mr. Kaunert states $8.00 per hour.

Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Pucci seconded.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

18. Motion to permit Youngblood to square off 11th & Merchant.
(Tape Turned Over)

Mr. Mikulich states that our goal is to get 11th Street from Merchant to the bridge and from Merchant to Duss Ave. taken care of like 14th Street. 


      Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Pucci seconded.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

X.   Other Unfinished Business

1. Thank you letter from Ambridge Do It Best to Police Chief Mann.

                        Chief Mann explained the situation surrounding a thief by an employee. We did our investigation and made the arrest. 

2. Mr. Cafarelli commented that we are finally getting the pavements getting done in the Borough, 6th Street is getting done, 14th Street is getting done. 
This summer we will be straightening out Merchant Street where Foodland was located. The grocery store project (called the Bottom Dollar) is under way, and the street from 11th to 14th Street is also underway. We want to thank this Council for working together, and our engineers and the County Officials – we got nearly a million dollars in grant money.
3. Mr. Flannery proposed a motion on a moratorium on any Marcellus and/or Utica drilling on any Borough property. 
Some of the other communities that have taken these steps and he feels that we should do this also. Mr. Mikulich seconded. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6-0

                    After the vote: Mr. Cafarelli asked Mr. Mihalic from the Water Authority about their moratorium. Mr. Mihalic commented that it was 2-3 years ago we voted it on the floor that there will be no drilling within a 1000 feet of our reservoir.  Mr. Mikulich asked what happens if these people drill down 9000 feet under the Boro reservoir.  Mr. Hamilton from the audience commented that supposedly there is a lease in Ambridge south of 11th Street and about 15 leases on Route 989 right now. 
Mr. Kaunert made a few comments on the PSAB conference. The Borough was well represented, the governor of PA attended, some legislators attended gave some very informative discussions about what was going on at the state level. There were over 800 total attendees. We attended some seminars and meetings. Mr. Mikulich received an award on his service for 20 years. Mr. Mikulich also commented that there was another award winner from New Brighton.

XI.  Engineers Report

                Mr. Lemmon reports the status on the Northern Ambridge Retail Center, the sanitary sewers and storm sewers are in, the water lines were started today, the plan is for the grocery store to open late October of this year. Also the status on the BP station is the sanitary sewer situation has been corrected.  6th Street and 14th Street are being worked on currently.  916 Lenz Ave, there is a storm sewer that has broken and it will be approx. $10,000.00 to repair, the other sewer is in Ross Alley, which is also broken and it will cost approx. $2,000.00.  Elm Road will be paved this year from 4th to Glenwood.  Mr. Flannery asked about the alley behind Melrose around 7th Street. Mr. Lemmon commented that we have a storm sewer catch basis that needs repaired and it may be something that public works can do. There was some discussion about the horses that block the alley. Mr. Flannery asked if Public Works can check those horses every day. 
XII. Official Reports 

               Mr. Mikulich made the motion to accept the official reports, second by Mr. Pucci.
               All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

               Motion Passes.

Mr. Cafarelli states the meeting schedules for the following months: May, June, July, and August will not have a workshop meeting, but will have a regular meeting on the 4th Tuesday of each month. (May 24, June 28, July 26, and August 23)
XIII.   Adjournment
                 Mrs. Miller made the motion to adjourn. Mr. Mikulich seconded.
                All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

                Motion Passes.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  May 24th, 2011
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