



MINUTES

Borough of Ambridge – Regular Meeting

Ambridge Municipal Complex

September 28th, 2010 – 7:00 pm
I. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. Roll Call

Present:  Present: Mr. Cafarelli, Mr. Dunn, Mr. Flannery, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Mikulich, Mr. Pucci, Mayor D'Ambrosio, Mr. Kaunert- Borough Mgr, Rick Start- Solicitor
Absent: Mr. McCoy

Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Rich D’Ambrosio, Eric Kaunert – Borough Manager, Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Police Chief Romutis, Fire Chief Drewnowski, 
III. Invocation

           Ms. Barb Costa, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry

IV. Pledge of Allegiance
V. Presentation: Northern Ambridge Retail Center. 
Mr. Alex Hershey representing Steel Built Corp. and Well Built Reality Corp. Also present are Gen Mgr. Pat Kearn and Gen Council of the Company Jay Davis. They are here not to prevent the development of the area, in fact they are in favor of the development, however they are concerned certain aspects of the development and the access road. Because they receive their raw materials thru the access road, they can not loose the use of that road.  Pat Kearn then spoke their facility and how many people they employ. At one time they employed 200, because of economic times; it is down to 130 including temporary employees. Out of those 130, 47 employees live within 13 miles of the Boro of Ambridge.  Many of them live right in the Boro. He spoke of the access road being the main road to which the employees enter and the main road which they receive materials and outbound materials. They also have another location on 23rd Street and every four hours, they receive materials from that location.  He went into great detail on their operation at the 14th Street location and how they use the access road.  The Solicitor, Mr. Start commented on the extensive materials that Mr. Hershey has provided and has garnered our attention for the last week. He continued to say that Council appreciates the presentation that they made and if there is any other information that they wish to supplement in the future, they can contact Mr. Kaunert our Borough Manager. Mr. Davis then also remarked about the access road and what a great need they have for use of this road.  

Attorney Brenda Sebring, representing the owners of New Economy Business Park who is the fee owner of the property.  She wanted to address some of the comments made by Mr. Hershey, Mr. Kearn and Mr. Davis.  Her client fully acknowledges their concerns and has no intentions interfering of the operations of either Well Built or Steel Built.  They would like to make arrangements with both companies 
                                                (Continued)

as not disrupt their operations. Mr. Hershey mentioned “proprietary interests”.  She differs with this statement. She also states that you hear the word “easement” which is claimed here. She continues to convey Castle brook’s legal opinions. Ms. Sebring states that this is not the forum for this discussion.  
VI. Presentation:  New Hope Community Church
Jim Hibert Senior Pastor of the church explains that in 2006 they purchased the old St. Stanislaus church. When they purchased it their plans were to have the room to have a men's discipleship ministry. That is what we are working on right now. We feel that our zoning is correct and we also feel that this would be a good thing for the community. We understand that the neighbors have concerns and it's a ministry not a social place, we're not a ½ way house, we are not rescue mission. We will help them become better men, we will do Christian discipleship, and they will be under supervisory watchfulness all the time they are there.  Rick Thornhill is the associate Pastor for the church and a lifelong Ambridge resident – graduated in 1994.  He states he loves this town, loves what has been going on here. He also knows that there is a dark side to the town and at one time he was part of the dark side. By the grace of God and he gave his life over to Jesus Christ, and was delivered from drugs and alcohol and because of that he has become a better father, a better husband. A lowlife will always return to that, but a relationship with God will change that. That is exactly what we are trying to do with our program. New Hope Men's Discipleship is a 6-18 month highly structured, highly disciplined program designed to help men from the ages of 18 to 59 who have been dealing with a life controlling problem.  During their stay, they will be under a schedule from 6am until 10pm – involved in prayers, bible studies, working around the church grounds and be involved in community outreach, assist some of the neighbors in cutting grass, or weeds or shoveling snow. We really want these men to learn how to give back to the community. Some of the negative things that have been brought to light was the parking issue. These men for the first 6 months will not have cars, if they move to the next tier and they will be in a working program – they will be parking in our church parking lot only. We did have a van that was parked on 6th Street and it was brought to our attention by the Mayor and even though we had a right to park it there, we moved it to the church parking lot and it has been there ever since. Another thing that was brought up was bringing in men from out of town. Our network is for the men here in Ambridge first, although we will be working within our church network and if we do have someone out of town, they will have to meet our criteria and we will insist they will have an opened ticket that will be good for one year. They will be run thru Megan's Law first, there will be no sex offenders, there will be no violent criminals, someone who is badly addicted to drugs or alcohol will have to go thru detox and a rehabilitation center first before they would be permitted into the program. They have to commit to being there for 6 months, the first 30 days without phone calls or letters. We only want men to want to change themselves. Mr. Gomez who is with us and has run a center in Leos Angles like ours in a residential neighborhood, they housed 40 men and have great success.  We want to see these men change to become pillar in the community. 
VII. Citizen’s Participation on Agenda Items Only – (5 minutes per speaker)



     Janet Calderelli – 601 Beaver Rd.
She understands that there is not a crossing guard at 6th & Duss Ave because 
 Messia retired. There is a cross walk side there. Mr. Cafarelli asked the police chief if this is the case. Chief replied yes. Mrs. Calderelli asked why isn't there a police car there since they know Mr. Messia retired or why hasn't he been replaced. She commented that the cars fly thru that intersection, morning, noon and night in addition it’s dark that early in the morning. Mr. Kaunert commented that he will meet with the police chief and make arrangements.  Mr. Cafarelli asked the police chief to make arrangements to have someone there.  Her second comment was the weeds that 
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have been growing in and along the steps that belong to the Borough on 6th Street between Duss Ave & Beaver Rd. Her wish is to have those cleaned up, they look terrible.  Mr. Mikulich made the motion to have an on duty police officer at the 6th and Duss Ave for that one hour in the morning and one hour in the afternoon in the interim until we get someone hired as a permanent crossing guard. Seconded by Mrs. Miller.  Mr. Kaunert commented that he will meet with the police chief and in coordination with the school district and will be discussion the other corners as well and come to public Safety Committee with any changes. 

All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

Danny Ugaletti – 531 Maplewood Ave.

He wants to voice his support for the New Hope Fellowship on 3 levels.

As a citizen he would like to see 10 men getting their life together rather than the 50 guys running around on streets trying to pull the copper out of his house to support their crack habit. 

2nd – As the Chaplin in the Beaver County Jail, he is aware that 1 in 100 adult Americans are behind bars in a study of 2008. In another study 1 in 31 adult Americans are in the criminal justice system. The US incarcerations more than any other country in the world. That alone tells me that the system does not work. We need something that works, and the discipleship program works. It's like an 18month boot camp. The adult probation and parole is aware of this and they are exited that they are going to be able to get 10 more beds that are needed. The adult probation officers will be there on a regular basis if any of their men are permitted into the program.  3rd – He is a certified recovery specialist and therefore recovery works if you work it. They work with them in jail but the problem is when they get out they have no where to go and then the drug dealer is knocking on their door after 4 or 5 hrs because they want their customer back. If they can go somewhere to get clean and learn how to put their lives back together, statistics show that they will make it work and stay clean. He lives and cares about this community. 

Barbara Costa – Trinity Episcopal School

She told a story of a young college girl in Central Florida who was a cocaine addict and went into Regina House which is similar to the Discipleship program which is proposed here in Ambridge. This girl spent 2 ½ years in their program and now she is back in college and is doing well...she is her great-granddaughter. She would like to see the same thing here. 

Marty Wagner -546 Pine St.

She states she didn't think she would have to come here again but after the newspaper article that appeared she felt she had to come. She gave a copy to Mr. Flannery and Mr. Kaunert. She asked if Council has given the occupancy permits and when. Her main concern is for safety around the campus and the community. She wanted to know where are their success stories, their data, their Yahoos’?  There are no guarantees. She still won't feel comfortable with one only man supervising 10 men. Who will constantly supervise them? 

Dave Otto – Co-Director from Center of Hope

He spoke of the New Hope Program for Men. He commented on what a great job they do on community projects such as the food panty distribution, they took food up to the Towers. When they talk of being involved in community projects you can rest a 
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sure that's what they will do. He also works part time for Gateway Rehabilitation as a driver. He gets to take patients to and from Gateway. He takes these patients from detox to ½ way houses or ¾ way houses. He comments that some of these people won't make it out of rehab, but if they have structure they will make it and that's what this project is – structure.

Frank Suchi – 813 -6th St

He comments that he is the only home between Pine St and Beaver Rd. -. He is right across the street from the church. His wife is bed ridden. He states that maybe 1 out of 10 will be rehabilitated. What will happen to the other 9? He has owned and lived in this house for 23 yrs. He is against it.

Larry Noble -605 Pine St.

He commented that Marty Wagner has pretty much covered what he wanted to say. He asked when was the occupancy ok'd – did they not have to have a handicapped access. Mr. Kaunert wanted to clarify that no occupancy permit has be issued for New Hope Community Church. Next, the side of the building where they had to close up the drains with the new procedures, now there are leaves and trash and it smells. He brought pictures.  He agrees with everyone else, we are in a residential area and there are children and we are worried.  Mr. Kaunert commented that the code enforcement office checked out the van and it does have the proper tags and credentials and even though he has the right to park it on 6th Street but because we received a couple of complaints, we requested that they park it in their parking lot and the pastor kindly obliged. 

Mr. Kaunert states that while they appreciate all the people coming out and we've heard some impactful things from everyone's participation.  But for times sake, if you are going to agree with everyone else's opinion, we ask kindly ask that you state such and we can move the meeting along.

Corky Mihalic -728 -24th St.

He is speaking of the entrance on 14th Street for Straight Line Steel. Yes that entrance was made for tractor trailers but for short ones made in the 1950's.  They can move their scale house. Those trucks climb those curbs and they are dropping off and destroying our streets and they will soon be reaching the utilities lines. When he suggested that they move that scale which is almost on the sidewalk, they would have a larger radius to pull in – I was told to mind my own business. 

Mary Ann Janicki – 536 Pine St.

She and her husband agree with Marty Wagner and Larry Noble.

Dorothy Rhawn. 818 19th St.

Thank you for getting her alley cleared last February so that she could get to the hospital. She is concerned about 19th St. At one time 19th St between Lenz Ave & Beaver Rd was one of the better streets but now since the municipal authority had work to do and she understands that it had to be done, but in the meantime no one came up to sealed the edges and the now its falling apart. A truck came up a few weeks ago and hit the edge threw a rock up on her porch. The new part is getting broken up and the old part is getting broken too. She plans to go to the municipal authority because we pay quite high fees. It’s a shame our streets are getting destroyed by utility companies.

Joseph Porter -801 Eleventh St.

Mr. Noble is his father in law and his kids stay with him on occasion. He is very worried. Sounds to him like this program is very much like work release. Mr. Kaunert mentioned that the property is zoned for ministry and education – he asked if that was 
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in the zoning. He commented that a ministry is not how “dictionary. Com” does not constitute that at all.  Drug testing who will administer it, will it be done by a licensed medical personnel. Background checks, how about immigrant status. Mr. Cafarelli suggested to our police dept do the criminal background checks. Mr. Porter's opinion that Megan's Law is not up to par. 

No one else wished to speak.    

VIII. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

1. September 14, 2010
2. September 28, 2010

IX. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Ambridge Borough Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, September 28, 2010

General Fund Analysis

	$1,744,071.30
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -9/28/2010  -4:00 pm

	$58,419.84
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -9/28/2010  -4:00 pm

	$1,685,651.46
	Available Balance as of:                              -9/28/2010  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$134,470.66 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$158,442.50 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   33     Checks
	$94,192.06 
	
	 

	
	    1      Payroll (s)
	$63,451.98 
	
	 

	
	   5      Other Debits
	$798.46 
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  9/28/2010   4:00 pm

	$171,992.96 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$151,415.09 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$7,500.00 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,822.43 
	Recreation Fund

	$333,759.43 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$703,489.91 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


Motion made to approve Treasurer's Report by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

X. Boroughs Bills and Expenses

           Question was inaudible, however, Mr. Kaunert replied that it was a refund for an escrow deposit made because there was a fire at his property and once all repairs were complied per our code enforcement dept. we refunded the money.
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               Motion made to pay the bills by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mrs. Miller.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

XI    New Business:  

1.  Approval of Option 1, Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO)
 Mr. Cafarelli states that this is our employee’s pension plan and it is budgeted             annually.

                   Motion to approve made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

2. Approval of Resolution 2010-02 Northern Ambridge Retail Center Plan of  Lots Subdivision Mr. Kaunert states Motion of the Northern Ambridge Retail Center Plan of Lots Subdivision to the following conditions:  

· Show the railroad siding as a separate parcel as per the meeting on 9/27/2010

· Item #3 on the KLH letter dated 9/23/2010

· All items in the NIRA letter dated 9/10/2010

· Beaver County Planning Commission comments -all items as of 8/18/2010

· Ambridge Borough Planning Commission minutes of 8/26/2010 -all items.

                 Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

3. Approval of Resolution 2010-03 Northern Ambridge Retail Center Preliminary & Final Land Development.

      Mr. Kaunert states motion of the Northern Ambridge Retail Center Preliminary & Final Land Development Site Plan be approved subject to the following conditions:
· Show the railroad siding as a separate parcel as per the meeting on 9/27/2010

· The Fire Chief's letter of 9/23/2010 to relocate the proposed fire hydrant to location requested. 

· Items 3 & 4 of the KLH letter dated 9/14/2010

· All items except for #3 a traffic study has been waived by the Boro for the grocery store only from the NIRA letter from 9/10/2010.

· Beaver County Planning Commission minutes -all items as of 8/26/2010

· The storm water management NIRA letter of 9/9/2010 to increase the pipe size as indicated and the placement of landscape parking islands in the parking lot as well as submission of amended demolition application which provides for adequate details to protect the structural integrity of all buildings and structures that are not intended to be demolished.
            Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mrs. Miller.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

4.  Request by Church of the Savior to Utilize the Municipal Lot on 4th & Merchant on October 31st from 3pm to 8pm – Letter to be sent to all residents/business within 500 feet advising them of their event.

   Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

5.  Trick or Treat date set for October 28th from 6pm -9pm.

                 Mr. Mikulich made the motion and asked to amend the time from 6 – 8pm.

                 Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Miller.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

  6.   Handicap Parking Space for 546 Pine St.

      Motion made to approve by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Absent

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 6 ~ 0

7.   Laughlin Memorial Library Advertisement $50.00 for ½ page.

                   Motion made by Mr. Flannery, Mr. Mikulich seconded.

                   All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

        Motion Passes.

8.  Banner Sign for Project Fear on 11th & Church St.

Mr. Flannery made the motion, Mr. Dunn seconded.

All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes. 6-0.

XII. Other Unfinished Business

Mr. Mikulich made the motion to send a letter to the school crossing guard Mr. Messia thanking him     for his years of service. Mr. Flannery seconded the motion. 

               All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

               Motion Passes 6 – 0.

Some discussion among council members asking if we had applications for this position of crossing guard.  Mr. Kaunert commented that Mr. Flannery requested that we bring it to the Public Safety Committee when assessing all crossing guards and grossing guard locations. Mr. Kaunert also has offered to put an officer in that location until such time as we hire someone.

Mayor D'Ambrosio states that the fund raising that Council gave their permission on for the K-9 unit. As of today they raised $7,580.00. We are also going to have a night at the races to add to this fund. Also for our business district we are raising funds for street signs as of today we have raised $2,920.00. Mr. Cafarelli commented that the Mayor is doing a fine job.

XIII. Official Report
Motion made to accept the official reports made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes 6 – 0.

XIV. Adjournment

           Motion made to adjourn the meeting made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.

           All in Favor: Ayes 6 ~ Nays0.

           Motion Passes 6-0.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  October 12th, 2010
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