MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Workshop Meeting
Ambridge Municipal Complex

February 8th, 2011– 7:00 pm
I. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. Roll Call
Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, M.J. Flannery, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and Gerald C. McCoy

Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Rich D’Ambrosio, Eric Kaunert – Borough Manager, Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Mann, Fire Chief Drewnowski, Zoning Officer Ivancik, DPW Donnie Larrick Jr. 
III. Invocation          
          Ms. Barb Costa, Trinity Episcopal School of Ministry
IV. Pledge of Allegiance
V. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, February 8, 2011.
General Fund Analysis
	$766,414.96
	General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -February 8, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$41,095.71
	All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -February 8, 2011  -4:00 pm

	$725,319.25
	Available Balance as of:                              -February 8, 2011  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$119,870.63 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$93,098.86 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   48     Checks
	$39,991.61 
	
	 

	
	    1      Payroll (s)
	$53,107.25 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  February 8, 2011   4:00 pm

	$172,137.19 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$10,035.28 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$3,573.40 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$38,584.92 
	Recreation Fund

	$334,039.32 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$558,370.11 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


VI. Boroughs Bills and Expenses
Mr. Flannery made the motion to approve the bills and expenses, seconded by Mrs. Miller.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
Mr. Cafarelli asked about the minutes of Dec. 14th, and Dec. 29th 2010 that were included in their packets but were not on the Agenda. Mr. Kaunert stated that they can certainly make the motion to approve the minutes.  

VII. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

December 14, 2010
December 29, 2010

Mr. Mikulich made the motion to accept the minutes with the correction made to the Agenda for Feb. 8th, 2011. Mr. Dunn seconded.  Mr. Cafarelli voted abstain from vote on minutes from Dec 14th because of absence, but a yes on Dec. 29th.  Mrs. Miller votes yes on Dec 14th, but abstained from Dec. 29th – she was in the hospital. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	A/Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y/A
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
VIII. Presentation:   Ambridge Borough Building Assessment from All Facilities Energy Group. 
The representative from this company explained that they are paid by Duquesne Light Co so they do not charge the Borough anything for this service. This assessment was done with thermal imagining camera to show where the Borough is losing energy.  He proceeded thru the report, explaining in detail that the Borough can act upon or not act upon any of their findings. There are rebates available for energy efficient buildings.  Mr. Kaunert asked about Act 129, or some of the grant programs, if this is the same thing. The representative answered yes, this is part of it.
Presentation:  Toys for Tots, by Cora Pucci 

          Mrs. Pucci explained about the program, some people gave time, some people gave money, some people gave toys and some people donated time on their trucks. We collected 8, 566 toys, we purchased 1,080 and the foundation gave me 675.  We have 360 that we are carrying over to next year. We distributed 1,089 toys for the children. We handle in the house that we worked from 1,532 kids by our self.  We also gave 594 from Christian Assemb. Care Outreach, and Tyler Youth Group in Aliquippa. Total kids that we gave to this year were 2,126. We collected over $14,000.00 and we spent over $16,000.00 (we had a carry over from last year).  She also she read aloud two thank you letters that they received. She wanted to thank everyone for helping and gave out certificates.  Duke thanked her and Mr. Pucci for their outstanding work and the audience applauded.
IX. Citizen’s Participation on Agenda Items  – (5 minutes per speaker)

James Hamilton – retired. 

          He just wanted to remind people that they are showing the film “Gas Land” at the Laughlin    Library on Feb. 19th. at 1pm.  He continued about the problems that are affecting the Beaver River.  He wanted to know if there was any communications that Council was aware of with the Water Authority and these oil companies.  Council didn’t know of any. Mr. Hamilton also quoted an article from the Pittsburgh paper concerning how our natural gas is being shipped all over the world.
New Business:  
1. Motion to hire Michael McQuaide for full time patrolman in police dept.
Motion made by Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli. Mr. Mikulich commented that this officer has been with our force for 10 years and he well deserves this full time position.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
2. Motion to Hire Donnie Larrick Jr. for full time driver position in Fire Dept with a starting date of March 14, 2011.
Mr. Mikulich commented about Donnie Larrick Jr., he follows in the footsteps of his grandfather who was a paid fireman, Andy Larrick. His grandfather Andy taught me a lot about this fire department. Andy Larrick’s son Don Larrick Sr. is still a fireman. We have a lot of father-son fireman, we have two brothers being fireman and now we have a third generation fireman. Donnie Larrick Jr was a volunteer for a long time and now is becoming a full time paid fireman. Mr. Mikulich makes with great honor the motion to hire Donnie Larrick Jr., Mr. Cafarelli seconded, with bitter/sweet regret because he will be losing a good man in the public works department. 

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
3. Swearing in of Officer McQuaide and Fireman Larrick Jr.
Mayor swore in the two new full time employees into Police Department and Fire Department. 
4. Motion to Approve submission of CDBG Application for the following:
a. Resurfacing Beaver Rd (5th to 6th Street) $51,000.00 

b. Street & Sidewalk Repairs @ 5th St. & Park Rd $20,000.00

c. Storm Sewer Repairs @ 14th & church Streets $18,000.00

Motion to approve made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mrs. Miller.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
5. Motion to enter into an agreement with the Beaver County Fruit & Vegetable Growers to split the cost for restrooms of $840.00 at 8th Street & Park Rd. 

Mr. Mikulich made the motion, Mr. Pucci seconded.

All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes

6. Motion to approve Resolution 2011-1 to make appointment to the Beaver County Earned Income Tax Committee.
Motion made by Mr. Mikulich, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.

7. Motion to appoint a member of council to the Library Board.

Mr. McCoy commented that this shouldn’t be a motion but he is asking for a volunteer because Mrs. Miller declined to be on this board because of her new baby. Mrs. Miller commented she wanted to say that she would love to continue to do it, but she doesn’t think she would have enough time to commit to it. Mr. Pucci volunteered and Mr. McCoy thanked him because he knows he is a busy man. Mr. McCoy appointed Mr. Pucci to the Library Board.
8. Motion to close Merchant Street between 5th & 6th Street on February 9th between 7am -12am pending approval from the police & fire depts.
Mr. Mikulich made the motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn.

All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion passes.
9. Motion to allow Ambridge Youth Ignite to utilize the H & H Park Grass Area from March 14th to June 1st – Mon, Wed, Fri.  between 4:30pm = 6:30pm.

Motion to approve by Mr. Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Mikulich.
All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.
Committee Reports
1.        Administration and Finance

Mr. Mikulich states that we approved a budget, approved a parking ordinance, fixed a budget resolution, Mr. Kaunert replaced some building floor mats and saved us about $4,000.00, the gas bills savings about $2,500.00 last year and expected to save $5,000.00 this year.

TAPE TURNED OVER.

Mr. Mikulich commented that administration and finance has been very busy. Mr. Cafarelli asked about the payroll company, how much are we going to save. Mr. Kaunert commented around $3,500.00 - $4,000.00 annually.

2.        Public Safety
           Mr. Pucci congratulated the two officers, Officer McQuaide and Mr. Larrick Jr. 
           He commented that we have to start running the Borough the way it should be done. Everyone gets treated equally.  They spoke about police department getting a new antenna tower. Mr. Kaunert commented that the work was completed. He asked Chief Mann if it was working ok – Chief Mann replied yes. Mr. Pucci continued that they had a union meeting for the insurance company for the police & fire dept.; we are also working on the description for the police chief position.

3.        Public Works
Mr. Cafarelli commented that to date we have spent about $7,100.00 in salt. We’ll be working on replacing Donnie Jr., we met with a subsidiary for Do it Best hardware and we can purchase items that we need for public works at a discount. Mr. Kaunert commented that we have done some purchasing through them already. Mr. Cafarelli states about the purchasing a truck thru the DEP grant and currently we are looking into prices and options and we should be purchasing the truck before June of this year. 
4. Recreation 
Mr. Dunn commented on putting reflectorized tape on the gates at Panek Park preventing a reoccurrence of someone ramming the gates. The dirt at Panek Park will be smoothed out to see how much more dirt we will need. We will try and get regular dirt as opposed to dirt with rocks or concrete in it. 
X. Engineer’s Report
Mr. Lemmon read a letter of January 27th concerning the Ambridge Retail Center. There still has to be an agreement with the Water and Municipal Authority and the developer.  The BP sanitary sewer letter, Mr. Kaunert wrote another letter to the Municipal Authority and a certified letter to the property owner and gave him 30 days to get a plan in place and 60 days to get it fixed, so within 90 days to get it done. 6th Street Paving will begin on April 1st and completed by April 30th. 14th Street will begin on March 29th and completed by April 30th. Status of the 11th Street inlet, 10th & Ohioview concrete work, 6th & Pine Street inlet repairs.  Mr. Cafarelli states that he wanted to let the audience know that NIRA Engineering and Frank Lemmon were awarded the contract recently for the Municipal Authority, hopefully this will keep our costs down in engineering fees. Mr. McCoy comments that this has been a wish for some time to get Water/Municipal/Borough all on line to work together. He feels that this will be beneficial to the residents. 
XI. Public Safety Reports – Police & Fire
Police Chief Mann:

Reports that he officially took over as interim chief on January 17th and he thanks Council to have the confidence in him to do a good job. A brief summary to keep everyone informed: last month they answered 842 calls from the 911 center. This does not include the people that walk into the police department. We patrolled 4,453 miles. Some of the bigger problems that we had were 22
motor vehicle accidents, 15 thefts, 19 criminal mischief, 28 domestic, 51 citations. One big highlight was the drug raid that we conducted in Crestview Village on January 1st, we got 503 bags of heroin, and 6 guns off the streets – no matter what town you’re in that is a big drug bust. He continued that he and Mr. Kaunert met with Mr. Dawson from the 911 Center – the Housing Authority has a trespass list, which when you are on that list you are always on that list. Now the 911 center has a copy of that list, so that when we are up there patrolling we can arrest those people that appear on that list. It will help us out tremendously.
Fire Chief Drewnowski:

Reports that in 2010 they answered 299 fire calls, out of that 299 – there were 21 structural fires, 48 calls that power lines were down, 13- CO2 calls, we had 2 jumpers on the bridge, 5 vehicle fires, 21 motor vehicle accidents with entrapment, 2 people stuck in the elevators at the Ambridge Towers. Proud to announce that we had no civilian casualties and no fire fighters were injured during 2010. We feel that is accomplished because of all the training that we do. We are recruiting volunteers. We have one new recruit, his name is Terry Marsh from 1003 Melrose Ave. and he is currently going to the state fire academy at North Park.  In 2001 we started the fire fighter program at the Ambridge High School. We have 11 kids this year. It not only helps Ambridge but the surrounding communities. We applied, with the Council approval, for grant from FEMA for $350,000.00 for a new pumper, out of that $350,000.00 – the Borough will have to come up with $17,000.00 for the new pumper if we are awarded the grant. Chief wanted to thank Mr. McCoy for writing the letter to State Senator Vogel and US Congressman Altmire. So far we are still in the running for the FEMA grant. He understands that those communizes that have been eliminated have already received rejection letters and we haven’t received one yet.  We still have smoke detectors for our residents from a previous grant. We have them over at the Fire Dept. or you can get them over at the administration office. All you have to do is fill out a form so we can keep track of where they went. 
XII. Items not included in Agenda
Mr. McCoy had one item, it was under the police contract addendum which will change the health insurance plan to APO BLUE for $10.00 and number 2, the police have agreed to reduce the number of sick days by 1 day per year per man for the duration of the contract. Mr. Flannery made the motion to approve the addendum, Mr. Pucci.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
           Mr. McCoy commented that the fire dept. are also in negotiations with the Borough and will be settled soon.  

           Mr. Cafarelli commented about Chief Drewnowski applying for this grant. He feels that Council has been holding our own by not raising taxes. He asked Mr. Kaunert if there is anything new on grants for road repairs. Some of our roads are so bad and people are bottoming out. We need more than just a band aid or patch. Mr. Kaunert stated that he would look into it. Mr. McCoy commented that he and Mr. Kaunert have been in constant contact with Mr. Altmire and Mr. Matzie looking for grant money and if anything comes available – we will apply for it. 
           Mrs. Miller wanted to thank everyone on Council, and the staff for all the cards, emails and flowers. Her daughter is doing well and she wanted to thank everyone very much.

XIII. Adjournment

Mr. Cafarelli made the motion to adjourn, Mr. Mikulich seconded. 
All in Favor: Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  February 22, 2011
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