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MINUTES 

Borough of Ambridge – Regular Meeting 
Ambridge Municipal Complex 

January 22, 2008 – 7:00 PM  
 
 
I. Call to order 
 

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Roll Call 
 

Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and Gerald C. McCoy 
 
Absent: Orlando Gagliardi –illness 
Tina Iorfido-Miller- attending family funeral 
Joe Pucci –attending family funeral 

  
Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Carl Notarianni,  Borough Manager/Secretary Kristen Denne, 
Borough Solicitor Rick Start, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Mark Romutis, Fire Chief 
David Drewnowski and Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer James Ivancik. 
 

III. Invocation 
           
           Otis McEloy, Lay Leader and Trustee of the Fellowship Methodist Church of Ambridge. 
 

Mr. McCoy asked for a moment of silence for two people who passed away and were involved with the 
Borough in years past. 

 Hugo Iorfido who served as District Justice for 18 years. 
 David Bitsko was a Borough employee for 30 years who collected meter money.  
 
IV.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
V. Citizens  Participation for Agenda Items. 

No one wished to speak. 
 
VI. Presentation by Mike Bort – New Economy Business Park. 
 

Mr. Bort states that he works with Mr. Maltoni and Mr. Sutton and wanted to report that they are 
making great progress even though it may not look like it.  He states the improvements and 
landscaping to the area where the Centria is located.  Centria and Spinella are expanding and right 
now are creating more union jobs, which are much better than McDonald’s jobs.  Phase two of the 
area that are bounded by Oak Alley and 14th Street:  the old buildings came down and we are 
analyzing the dirt, this takes about a month then we will be pulling the tanks, next pulling the 
footers for the commercial development.  Phase 2A is also part of Centria’s development.  Phase 3 
will be a land swap with Trinity Episcopal Ministry. It will take their property items near their 
other facilities.  Finally, we just closed on the Ambridge Industrial Center and it will stay the same 
for the next year or two. We will be going for more grant money to complete Phase 4.  Three and 
½ million dollars for phase 1, 2 and 3 – but we are going after another one and ½ million for phase 
4. Representative Sean Ramaley, Senator LaValle, Rob Mattzi have all been real helpful in 
obtaining these monies.  Maybe early spring we may have more news. Mr. McCoy asked if they 
are crushing the concrete and removing rebar on site. 
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                     (continued) 
 
 
 Mr. Bort commented yes. Mr. Lemmon asked about the residential housing in that area.  Mr. Bort 
said that Street Steel is posing a problem because they are trying to purchase more of the property, 
but it doesn’t look good.  Mr. Mattzi does not want “box residential area” and he is adamant about 
it.  Mr. Bort also explained that this project is good for the area. We have to spend the money (3.5 
million) and then we get reimbursed from grants, so it makes us liable to complete the project.  
Mr. McCoy asked about the hopes for a grocery store in the area. Mr. Bort replied yes, 40,000 sq 
ft grocery store – Hasselbrook & Gattenare Deli –are looking at the area, but it’s too soon to 
promise. We have a few businesses interested such as a bank, a drug store, and a restaurant and 
merchanting center.  Mayor asked about the rumors of the ministry school putting in dorms in near 
Sherman Street. Mr. Bort replied he has seen plans, but not for dorms, but like apartment living for 
the students, a parking garage that we should share with them, new chapel and more classrooms, 
but that’s it.  
      

VII. Approval of Minutes. 
 

Mr. McCoy asked for approval of the minutes collectively. 
August 14, 2007 
August 28, 2007 
September 11, 2007 
November 13, 2007 
 
Mr. Mikulich made motion to approve collectively, Mr. Dunn seconded. 

 

Council Vote  Council Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Y*  Mr. Mikulich Y 
Mr. Dunn Y  Mr. Pucci Absent 
Mr. Gagliardi Absent  President McCoy Y 
Ms. Iorfido 
Miller Absent  Mayor 

Notarianni  

 
 Mr. Cafarelli abstained to August 14, and November 13 and approved the rest. 
 Passed 4 – 0. 
 

VIII. Treasurer’s Report –submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda- Treasurer. 
 

Mr. Mikulich read the following report: 
 As of 4pm, January 22, 2008 

 
General Fund balance $   755,173.56                     Deductions                   $ 152,140.74        
Outstanding checks  $     34,271.00                                              Includes:    
Available balance  $   720,902.56                                              59 checks                   $     86,388.71                     
                   1 payroll                      $     65,752.03 
  
Deposits           $ 459,762.57                                                
Includes:         
                                        $   59,762.57 Regular Deposits   &                     
                                        $ 400,000.00 (TAN 2008)                                   
 
Total other funds         $ 454,111.55        
                                                                    (continued) 
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Motion to approve Treasurer Report made by Mr. Cafarelli and Mr. Dunn seconded. 
All in favor – 4 - 0 
 

        
IX.  Boroughs Bills and Expenses 

Mr. Mikulich has a question for the bill from Aliquippa community hospital. Ms. Denne agreed 
that if he was not comfortable, she would get more clarification on that particular invoice. Mr. 
Cafarelli also asked about the Code Sys bill, if it was the final bill. Ms. Denne replied that Mr. 
Ivancik and Ms. Orlowski are checking into the matter to make sure that all inspections for which 
they are billing us have been completed, and it may be prudent to hold back on this check until 
that process is completed.  The Solicitor agreed that council should hold back on final payment.  
Mr. Dunn questioned the cost of Triangle Pet invoice; he wanted to know if we could charge the 
resident for it. Ms. Denne commented that most of those animals are strays. Mr. McCoy asked if 
there are any checks and balances of tracking Triangle Pets to make sure that if they say they are 
picking up 98 dogs, that they are really picking up that many in one year. Mr. Cafarelli asked 
about who pays the cost if Triangle finds the owners.  Ms. Denne said that she would check into it, 
but she believes that the owner of the pet pays.  Mr. Cafarelli made the motion to accept the bills 
and expenses with the exception of those two items, Mr. Dunn seconded.  

 

Council Vote  Council Vote 

Mr. Cafarelli Y  Mr. Mikulich Y 
Mr. Dunn Y  Mr. Pucci Absent 
Mr. Gagliardi Absent  President McCoy Y 
Ms. Iorfido Miller Absent  Mayor Notarianni  

   
Passed  4-0. 

 
 
Executive Session at 7:26pm 
Mr. McCoy stated the need for executive session for personnel. Motion to go into executive session by Mr. 
Mikulich, Mr. Cafarelli seconded.  
All in favor 4 - 0 
 
Return from Executive session at 7:52pm 
Motion to return from executive session made by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli. 
All in favor 4 - 0 
 
 

X. Department of Public Works contract. 
Motion to pass the DPW contract made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 
 

Council Vote  Council Vote 
Mr. Cafarelli Y  Mr. Mikulich N 
Mr. Dunn Y  Mr. Pucci Absent 
Mr. Gagliardi Absent  President McCoy Y 
Ms. Iorfidio Miller Absent  Mayor Notarianni  

 
Passed 3-1. 
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XI. Ordinance #1223  
Motion to approve Ordinance #1223 – amending Chapter 15 Motor Vehicle & Traffic Part II Traffic 
Regulations Section 213, stop intersections of the Ambridge Borough Code of ordinances providing for two 
stop signs on Merchant Street near its intersection with S.R. 65.     
Mr. Mikulich questioned the reasoning for those two stop signs, because of the traffic coming off of S.R. 
65 are not allowing the tractor trailers coming from the industrial area to make the S turn. Mr. McCoy 
replied that is correct. Mr. Mikulich also suggested a notification that there is a stop sign ahead and that we 
have to paint a line of where to stop. Mr. McCoy suggested that we put some kind of blinking light at the 
stop sign. Motion to accept this ordinance by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 
 
 

Council Vote  Council Vote 
Mr. Cafarelli Y  Mr. Mikulich Y* 
Mr. Dunn Y  Mr. Pucci Absent 
Mr. Gagliardi Absent  President McCoy Y 
Ms. Iorfidio Miller Absent  Mayor Notarianni  

*On the recommendation of Borough Engineer & Solicitor 
 
Passed 4-0. 

 
   

XII. Ordinance #1224 
Motion to approve Ordinance #1224 amending the Ambridge Borough Code of Ordinances Chapter 21 
entitled Streets & Sidewalks; Part II entitled Construction of Sidewalks, Curb, Curb-cut ramps. Adding a 
new provision which requires the property owner of the property upon the principle structure has been 
demolished to remove any existing curb cut & restore the curb- gutter –sidewalk -road and/or affected 
portions there of.  Mr. Mikulich made the motion to approve and Mr. Cafarelli seconded. Mr. Mikulich 
made a comment on the reason for this ordinance, being that it will prevent any problems in the future like 
the problems that the Borough is now facing with the property on 8th and Merchant. Mr. McCoy stated that 
it was Mr. Mikulich that asked for this ordinance, Mr. Mikulich replied that is correct but on the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission. 

  
 
XIII. Items for Discussion 
 

Council Vote  Council Vote 
Mr. Cafarelli Y  Mr. Mikulich Y 
Mr. Dunn Y  Mr. Pucci Absent 
Mr. Gagliardi Absent  President McCoy Y 
Ms. Iorfido Miller Absent  Mayor Notarianni  

 
Passed 4-0. 

 
   

XIV.  Citizen’s Participation (Citizens are limited to 3 minutes per speaker)  
 

Corky Mihalik -  728 -24th St., Ambridge.  
He spoke to a young lady who was afraid to come out of bank 5th & Merchant. He states that this 
young woman said she watched a drug deal happen and then when she finally came out of the 
bank she witnessed solicitation going on. He said he was embarrassed and he would like to know  
                                     (continued) 
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what we can do about this situation to improve our community.  Mr. Mihalik suggested that we 
not allow any more low income into our community. Aliquippa closed down Griffith Heights 
and now everyone refers Ambridge as the slums of Beaver County. Mayor Notarianni asked the 
Solicitor if that was legal or not. The Borough Solicitor said that the Borough has to solve the 
problem a different way, that you could not legislate section 8 housing out of the Borough. Mr. 
McCoy stated in defense of our police department, he saw what to be a drug transaction, our 
chief of police and A-G office has made several pretty big drug busts.  And last Mr. Cafarelli & I 
went and had a meeting with the new Sheriff a few days ago. Mr. McCoy stated also we are not 
the only community to have this problem.  He also stated that they are other routes that we are 
investigating, however we can not make them public until we can implement these things. Mayor 
Notarianni was promised by the Sheriff that he would post a man down here in Ambridge to aid 
the police from like 4pm until 10pm with the drug dog.  
 
Jerome Gill 831 - Glenwood Ave., Ambridge  
He agrees that there needs to be a line at the stop signs near the old Foodland. He also 
commented about the handicap parking spaces in front of the bank on 6th & Merchant. It is 
difficult for anyone making a turn onto Merchant from 6th St, you could not see the person 
standing there trying to get out of their vehicle and they could easily get hit. 
 
Pierce Johnson – 230 Ambridge Ave., Ambridge 
He was interested in knowing if the Police have a plan for dealing with drugs and if there was 
cooperation with the schools.  The Police Chief replied that we do have programs in the school to 
try and prevent drug use, such as the D.A.R.E. – we also have had both high level and low level 
arrests. What we have to do is to keep the pressure on. The Chief didn’t want to elaborate of 
what plans they have in the future to keep the drug problems down, but they should be 
implemented in the next few weeks. He also stated that people want the drugs and where there is 
a market there will be someone to sell. Mr. McCoy interjected that having the 9-1-1 Center move 
to Ambridge will help; there will be added police activity in the Borough which will keep out of 
lot of the unwanted drug dealers. 

 
 Mr. McCoy asked if any other citizen wanted to speak; no other citizen spoke. 
 

XV. Official Reports 
Motion to accept the Official Reports made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn. 

 
XVI. Adjournment 
 

Mr. Pucci moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion to adjourn passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, by Kristen Denne, Borough Manager 
 
I herby certify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough of Ambridge Council for 
January 22, 2008. 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Borough of Ambridge Seal 
 
 
 


