MINUTES
Borough of Ambridge – Workshop Meeting
Ambridge Municipal Complex

June 22th, 2010 – 7:00 pm
I. Call to order

President McCoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Mr. McCoy introduced the new Borough Manager, Eric Kaunert. 
II. Roll Call
Present:  Tony Cafarelli, Bob Dunn, M.J. Flannery, Tina Iorfido Miller, Mike Mikulich, Joe Pucci and Gerald C. McCoy.
Administration and Staff Present: Mayor Rich D’Ambrosio,  Recording Secretary Marilyn Sheleheda, Borough Solicitor Kate Dearson, Borough Engineer Frank Lemmon, Police Chief Romutis, Fire Chief Drewnowski, Zoning Officer Ivancik, Public Works.

III. Invocation
           Mr. Otis McAliley –United Methodist Church. 
IV. Pledge of Allegiance
V. Presentation to Mr. Henry Kokoski

Mr. McCoy read aloud the Proclamation to Mr. Kokoski
Whereas the Ambridge Borough Council, the Mayor and Borough Manager on this day June 22, 2010 wish to extend their gratitude to Henry Leonard Kokoski  who chose to serve our residents, businesses and community for 33 years as a Fire Fighter.  And since February 1999, Mr. Kokoski also found the time to volunteer as the Emergency Management Coordinator for Ambridge.

Throughout his career in Ambridge, Mr. Kokoski’s abilities as a Fire Fighter have been proven to be truly commendable. His outstanding courage was evident each day he put on his bunker gear. He trusted God with his life everyday to return him home to his family safely.

With great respect, the people of Ambridge say “Good Luck!” to a good friend and a valued employee. The Ambridge Borough Council, the Mayor, the Borough Manager and all the people whose lives he touched over those 33 years wish Henry “Lenny” Kokoski all the best on his well deserved retirement.

I.A.F.F. Local 1863

Fire Fighter # 7113

Driver

Henry Leonard Kokoski

Served the Community of Ambridge

August 3, 1976 ~ June 30, 2010

Mr. Kokoski remarked that he was grateful for the opportunity to serve the community for this many years. He wanted to thank his fellow fire fighters Chief Drewnowski, Rob Gottschalk, Jim Ivancik that he served with all these years. Mr. McCoy commented that not only a fire fighter but the countless hours that you volunteer work that you did for our community, he considers himself as President of Council fortunate to look at him and say “you are a friend”. 
VI. Citizen’s Participation on Agenda Items Only – (5 minutes per speaker)

 No one wished to speak.
VII. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

1. April 13, 2010
    No corrections. Mr. Dunn made the motion to approve, Mr. Pucci seconded. 
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Abstain
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Abstain
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 5 ~ 2 Abstain.

Mr. Mikulich made comment about Mr. Kokoski retiring. He states that he and Mr. Kokoski grew up together in this town, they married in this town and he is godfather to one of Mr. Kokoski’s children and they became fire fighters together. It is very sad for him to see one of his friends who has been a loyal firefighter for 33 years leave this Borough.   He just wanted to say personally to Mr. Kokoski thank you for your service, thank you for being a friend and God bless you and a good luck.
VIII. Treasurer’s Report–respectfully submitted by Marilyn Sheleheda, Treasurer.

           Mr. Mikulich read the following report aloud as of 4pm today, June 22, 2010.

General Fund Analysis

	$1,993,165.44
	   General Fund Bank Account Balance as of:  -6/22/2010  -4:00 pm

	$29,542.02
	   All Outstanding Checks as of:                        -6/22/2010  -4:00 pm

	$1,963,623.42
	   Available Balance as of:                              -6/22/2010  -4:00 pm

	Treasurer's                  General Fund            Summary:  
	Totals are as follows:                    
	 
	 
	 

	
	Deposits:
	$260,153.19 
	 

	
	-includes $3,675.30 from Harmony Twp EIT error
	 

	
	Debits: 
	$165,718.59 
	 

	
	-which include the following:
	
	 

	
	   56     Checks
	$50,732.78 
	
	 

	
	    2      Payroll (s)
	$114,985.81 
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	              Other Fund Balances as of  6/22/2010   4:00 pm

	$61,884.88 
	Grants/Special Funds (Insurance Proceeds - Garage Damage)

	$151,338.78 
	Liquid Fuels Fund

	$31,750.79 
	Escrow Disbursement Account

	$39,252.80 
	Recreation Fund

	$333,591.24 
	Sinking Fund  (FEMA Grant)

	$617,818.49 
	Total Other Funds Balances (Restricted Use)


Mr. McCoy commented that he wanted to thank the Treasurer Marilyn Sheleheda for the extra work she did to recover the $3,675.00, and it was appreciated.
IX. Boroughs Bills and Expenses

No questions or corrections. 
The motion to approve the boroughs bills and expenses made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Pucci.  
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Abstain
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes: 6 ~ 1 Abstain.
X. New Business:  

1. Request by Fire Department to sell Pontoon Boat.
Mr. McCoy explained that the Water Authority sold to the Fire Department for $1.00 and they now wish to get something more suitable for the Fire Dept in recovery efforts and they want to put the pontoon boat out on the open market. They received a grant to get a better boat and it won’t cost the Borough any money. Motion to permit the Fire Dept to sell the pontoon boat made by Mr. Pucci, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Abstain

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Abstain
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 5 ~ 2 Abstain (Mr. Mikulich abstained because he is on the Fire Dept.)

2. Police Chief’s Request on Dept Order No. 15-01: Performance Reports & Evaluations.

Mr. McCoy spoke to the Police Chief and the Mayor and he would like to move this item to the next meeting in order to give the Public Safety Committee time to review it.  Mr. Mikulich made to move this item to next meeting, seconded by Mr. Pucci.
All in Favor:  Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes. 

3. St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church request to hang a banner for their Rusyn food Festival Aug. 5th  thru Aug. 7th. 

Mr. Mikulich made the motion to permit the sign to hang on 11th Street fence, seconded by Mrs. Miller.

All in Favor:  Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

Motion Passes. 

4. Request by Ambridge Youth Ignite for use of open field next to basketball courts during July, and use of Basketball Courts June 28 – July 2 (No time was indicated).
Mr. McCoy stated that there was not time frame indicated on these activities. The organizer was in the audience and he states that both requests will be from 9am until noon. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Dunn.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
5. Request by Ambridge Lil Bridgers the use of the basketball courts in July 5th from 5pm until 7pm for registration. 

Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
6. Request by Ambridge Chamber of Commerce to hang banner on fence for Car Cruise Series – July 10 & August 14.

Motion made by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mrs. Miller.

	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
7. Request by Eric Kaunert to keep his present phone & be reimbursed.

Mr. McCoy states that he doesn’t see any reason for not approving this as Mr. Kaunert will not be using Kristen Denne’s old phone.  Mrs. Miller made the motion to permit Mr. Kaunert to use his phone and be reimbursed, seconded by Mr. Pucci.
	Council
	Vote
	
	Council
	Vote

	Mr. Cafarelli
	Y
	
	Mr. Mikulich
	Y

	Mr. Dunn
	Y
	
	Mr. Pucci
	Y

	Mr. Flannery
	Y
	
	President McCoy
	Y

	Mrs. Miller
	Y
	
	Mayor D’Ambrosio
	



    Motion Passes 7 ~ 0
XI. Other Unfinished Business

Mr. Mikulich asked if any progress was made by Public Safety Committee for the ordinance Council is considering for the blocking of driveways. Mr. Pucci states that he was on vacation the week that the Public Safety met.  Mr. Kaunert added that the Public Safety Committee is going to reconvene in about a week and they will review the matter.

XII. Executive Session – Personnel Reasons.
Motion made to go into Executive Session by Mr. Cafarelli, seconded by Mr. Pucci.

XIII. Return from Executive Session

Motion made to return from Executive Session by Mr. Mr. Flannery, seconded by Mr. Cafarelli.

XIV. Citizen’s Participation (Citizens are limited to 5 minutes per speaker)

Marcy Hogue – 346 Duss Ave.

She spoke of Creekside springs trailers. Officer said there was a deal made with Creekside Springs that they can park those trailers/trucks there whenever they want for as long as they want, the residents will lose the street sweeping from the Borough and Creekside is to sweep their street.  Mr. McCoy states that Creekside Springs was given permission by this Council to sweep the streets however they WERE NOT EVER given permission to park their trailers/trucks for long periods of time. 

Diane Fister -340 Duss Ave. 

She spoke about the Boro street sweeper has been doing their street until this last week when the issue started again. Creekside has not come out once and sweep any part of our street, nor did they tell us they wanted to….so if this agreement was made, when will be told this. Mr. McCoy states this was a temporary agreement. Mr. McCoy states that our Code Enforcement- Cindy Orlowski told him that everyone was given a notice. Both women (Diane Fister & Marcy Hogue) state no they were not given any kind of notice. Another neighbor agreed that she never got any kind of notice either by phone or by letter in the mail.  One of the women complained that her vehicle was sideswiped because there is no room is two cars have pass, and now she has to pay to get her car fixed. Mr. McCoy states that Mr. Cafarelli has told our police dept that he wanted those trucks tagged. Diane Fister commented that a police officer told them that they did not have to move their vehicles because the street sweeper will not be sweeping their street, and then on Thursday last week – they all got tickets. Mr. McCoy asked the police chief, what was going on, those trucks were not being ticketed and the residents were? The police chief was surprised this happened also. 

TAPE TURNED OVER

The officer who wrote those tickets told the women that he already took care of the tickets – he ripped them up – it was a mistake. The women were also disgusted on how badly their streets look because the street sweeper hasn’t sweep – piles of dirt. Mr. McCoy commented that this Council gave Creekside permission to clean that side of the street. Mr. Flannery commented too much conflict and we will look into it. One of the woman complained that one of those trucks have been there for over two months and hasn’t moved. Mr. McCoy asked if they haven’t gotten a ticket. The woman said no, no ticket. The woman asked if this was done in an open meeting and one more question- she was told that the ordinance states that they are able to park those vehicles there as long as they are actively loading or unloading. Mr. McCoy states yes but our Code Enforcement officer is not here tonight to answer these ordinance questions.  One of the women commented that they don’t know what to do.  Mr. McCoy asked them to give Council to look into the problems. Mr. Kaunert asked the women to come and see him during the day and they can voice their concerns and engage Creekside Springs and see what concerns they have about leaving their trucks/trailers out there.  One of the women state that even if they are sweeping their side of the street – there are three piles of dirt and no one is completing the clean up, and it’s been a while.  The other woman asked who is liable of Creekside doing this, or if something happens to one of their vehicles. Mr. Kaunert asked her to call him the following day. 

Vera Gramba – 1144 Maplewood Ave.

She spoke about a tree in front of her house. The trunk of the tree is crooked and it is causing it to touch her house. The tree is taller than her house and it is definitely leaning towards her house. 

Mr. McCoy asked Mr. Mikulich about this situation. Mr. Mikulich states that the solution is that we will get the tree person to get down to your house & look at the tree and if necessary we’ll trim the tree back and off of your property.  Ms. Gramba states that she called and spoke to the secretary and she told her that they looked at the tree man looked at it and said he couldn’t see that it was leaning on her house. She is not sure if the secretary made a record of the phone call.

Cora Pucci – 651 Glenwood Ave.

She asked why the police can not go right now and give those trucks from Creekside a ticket, if it’s not unloading why can’t you radio the car and have them go and give them a ticket. The Mayor mentioned that we need to get specifics about signage. Right now the only signs he is aware of is loading zone, his is not sure what the signs say. Mr. Mr. McCoy asked what does the ordinance say. An audience member states the signs say “no parking from 7pm to 7am” “no trucks after 7pm to 7am”.  Mrs. Pucci states that the most they will do is come down and fight it, and you should ticket them while these residents are still here. The Mayor states that we can ticket them tonight and every day if that’s what Council wants. Mr. Pucci states that is what he would like. Mrs. Pucci states that they (Creekside Springs) have been to meetings and that is what was discussed but those trucks never get tickets.  More discussion by Council members. Mr. Mr. McCoy asked them to speak one at a time. Mrs. Miller states she fully agrees with Mrs. Pucci and since its new people on Council, maybe we can come to a better agreement with Creekside Springs. Mrs. Pucci states that Council can show these residents that they care about their concerns and go and ticket those trucks right now.  Mr. Flannery commented that since we have an official complaint we can follow thru on the complaint, and we can have Mr. Kaunert follow through, and he agrees that they should be ticketed tonight.  Mr. Mikulich agreed that we can only give them a ticket if it’s in the law, we do not dictate the law, we do no enforce the law, and the police enforce the law. More discussion by Council members. Mr. Mr. McCoy asked for order and the person who asked for the floor only to speak. Mr. Flannery continued that we have a complaint and we should follow through on that complaint and that we should do our administrative duty to start to define the situation.  Mr. Mikulich commented that no one came come to this Council and say “I want this guy ticketed” – its not our job to do this, that job belongs to law enforcement – we make the laws -they enforce the laws. If the truck is illegal, the police have the right to enforce the law.  Mr. Mr. McCoy agreed with Mr. Mikulich – we make the law but we don’t enforce it, if our chief and our mayor determine that they are breaking the law…they write the ticket. Mr. Pucci agreed however if there is a sign there that states no parking between 7pm to 7am, they are breaking the law and should be ticketed. Mr. Mr. McCoy comments that we should test the waters. Mrs. Miller asked about when Taylor Milk Co was there, did the neighbors have these parking problems. Mrs. Pucci commented that was beside the point. More Council members’ discussion. Mr. Cafarelli commented that Taylor Milk’s garage was out in Fair Oaks near the bowling alley, their trucks weren’t parked on the streets, and they would come in the morning and load then drive away.  Mr. Mr. McCoy agrees with citizens, if there are signs there, they should be ticketed. 

Ryan Sanders – 1236 Merchant St.

He comments that he has another parking issue, he parks on 13th St just off of Merchant and he is not complaining about Frazee’s because they do a good job for Ambridge and he is happy they are busy, however, sometimes they have a lot of cars and the overflow park on the street and he sometimes has to park elsewhere.  Is he subject to a ticket if he’s parked elsewhere? Mr. Mr. McCoy said with no disrespect intended, but don’t park illegally. Mr. Sanders asked about his garage, if he can park in front of his own garage? Mr. Mr. McCoy asked the police chief in that case the only way you get a ticket if you are parked in front of garage and someone can’t get in/out of their garage. 

Eric Geisburg – 836 Melrose Ave.

He asked about the restrooms in the Hang Zone Area if they are repaired yet. Mr. Dunn commented that they are almost done – City Plumbing needs to get a part for it and will probably be ready in a week. Mr. Mr. McCoy commented that we need to make sure those restroom are locked up at night. Mr. Kaunert comments that he spoke to the chief on this issue. The police department will lock them up at night and our office will open them in the morning. 

Cindy Ridge – 198 Broad St – Leetsdale.

She asked if this item can get on the agenda for July. The Historic District Economic Development Board is hosting its first annual Street Festival and is in conjunction with Ernfest- it will be held Sept 25 from 10am till 5:30pm. Free carriage rides in the historic district, visitors will be able to visit Old Economy Village, there will be vendors, pony rides and the food is normally provided by St. Johns. Her purpose today is asking for the roads to be closed and if the fire and police chief can look into the roads being closed and if we can get on the agenda for next months’ meeting. She brought diagrams of the streets that they want closed. Mr. Mr. McCoy asked if the citizens will be obstructed if they need to get home. Ms. Ridge suggested that they are trying to get everyone involved including the citizens and should someone need to get home they will make arrangements. This is the first year for the festival, and they would like the businesses of Merchant Street to get involved. Mrs. Miller commented that 15th Street is usually closed and that when this happens the JROTC usually just lifts the gate and you drive thru. Mr. Kaunert asked Ms. Ridge to provide the citizens with a letter advising them of the situation. Ms. Ridge commented that they will going door to door, and Old Economy always did do that anyway, however, this is a little bigger. Mr. Mr. McCoy asked the chief to look into the matter. The police commented that it is only an 8hr event so there shouldn’t be a problem. Mr. Mr. McCoy asked if this has anything to do with Committee to Clean & Beautify Ambridge. Ms. Ridge states that they work together in conjunction with Roberta Sciulli. 

No other speakers. 
XV. Official Reports.
Manager’s Report – Eric Kaunert.
He has Code Department preliminary looking into demolition, Administration & Finance he is looking into a call log listing to monitor calls coming into the Borough, possible upgrading of the phone systems and computers, Fire Department with Lenny leaving us, what all that entails.  Public Works looks into Borough Building maintenance and we’ve put up some streets signs around the Borough. Recreation hope to have a decision on what to name the hang zone. There is some construction in the Borough – Columbia Gas on 14th Street as well as the 15th Street paving. 
Engineer’s Report – Frank Lemmon
We are waiting on Beaver County to award 6th Street, any day now. Beaver County Community Development should be taking bids for 14th Street project. Lenz & Ross Alley catch basins are completely. One manhole repair that needs repairs and will be taken care of this week or early next week.
XVI. Adjournment
           Motion to adjourn made by Mrs. Miller, seconded by Mr. Flannery.
           All in Favor:  Ayes 7 ~ Nays 0.

           Motion Passes. 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:     July 27th, 2010
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